
 
 

SEVENOAKS DISTRICT COUNCIL PROPOSED SUBMISSION OF THE LOCAL PLAN 

REGULATION 19 CONSULTATION REPRESENTATION FORM 

Before making your representation, we would advise that you read our guidance note on the 

purpose of the consultation, what to include in your representation and how your representation will 

be considered.  

 

The consultation will open at 9am on Tuesday 18 December 2018. All completed representations must be 

returned to the Planning Policy team by 11:59pm on Sunday 3 February 2019. You can do this by:  

 

 Email to planning.policy@sevenoaks.gov.uk; or  

 Post to Planning Policy, Sevenoaks District Council, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks, TN13 1HG 

 

Sevenoaks District Council respects your privacy and is committed to protecting your personal data. To view 

our Privacy Notice and General Data Protection Policy, please visit our website 

(www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/privacy). 

 

 

Part A – Personal Details 

 Personal Details Agent’s Details (if applicable) 

Title  Mr 

First Name Christine Robert 

Last Name  Lane Wilson 

Job Title (if applicable) Town Clerk Planning Associate 

Organisation (if applicable) Edenbridge Town Council Impact Planning Services Ltd 

Address Line 1  Unit 1, The Courtyard 

Address Line 2  Copse Farm, Lancaster Place 

Address Line 3  South Marston Park 

Town/City  SWINDON 

Postcode  SN3 4UQ 

Telephone Number  01793 820158; Mob 07932 080644 

Email Address  rwilson@impactps.co.uk 

If you have appointed an agent to act on your behalf, you only need to provide your name and 

organisation, as well as full contact details for your agent. Please note that if you have provided an email 

address, it will be used as the primary method of contacting you. 

mailto:planning.policy@sevenoaks.gov.uk
http://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/privacy


 
 

 

  

Would you like to hear from us in the future? This includes updates on the progress of the Local Plan and 

any further public consultations. Please tick the appropriate box. 

 

Yes I would like to be added to the Local Plan mailing list to receive updates √ 

No I would not like to be added to the Local Plan mailing list.  



 
 

Part B – Your Representation  

Please complete a separate sheet for each representation that you wish to make. You must 

complete “Part A – Personal Details” as well. 

 

Representations cannot be treated as confidential and will be published on our Consultation Portal. Any 

representations that are considered libellous, racist abusive or offensive will not be accepted. All 

representations made will only be attributed to your name and/organisation. We will not publish any 

contact details, signatures or other sensitive information.   

 

Name or Organisation:  Edenbridge Town Council 

 

Q1. To which consultation document does this representation relate to? (Please tick the appropriate 

box.) 

  

Local Plan (including Policies Map) √ 

Sustainability Appraisal  

Habitat Regulations Assessment  

 

Q2. Please state the topic/policy/section/paragraph/map you are referring to: 

  

Topic  Chapter 1 

Policy ST1-A Balanced Strategy For Growth in a Constrained District 

Paragraph  

Policy Map  

 

Q3. Do you consider the Local Plan is:  

 

Sound? YES  NO √ 

Legally compliant? YES √ NO  

Compliant under the Duty to Co-operate? YES √ NO  

 

Q4. If you consider the Local Plan unsound, indicate your reasons below: (Please tick all that apply) 

  

The Local Plan has not been positively prepared √ 

The Local Plan is not justified  √ 

The Local Plan is not effective √ 



 
 

The Local Plan is not consistent with national planning policy √ 

 

 

Q5. Please provide details of either:   

 

 Why you consider that the Local Plan is not legally compliant, is unsound, or fails to comply 

with the Duty to Co-operate; or  

 Why you support the legal compliance or soundness of the Local Plan or its compliance 

with the Duty to Co-operate.  

 

Please be as accurate as possible with your representation. 

1.1 This policy incorporates Edenbridge with three other towns including Sevenoaks and is included to be the 
focus for development, with more moderate development within settlements further down the Settlement 
Hierarchy. 
1.2 This is a change in the approach from the existing policy contained in the Adopted Core Strategy which 
separates Sevenoaks from the other three settlements because it is a much larger town and provides far more 
services and employment. The Core Strategy policy states about Sevenoaks that: ‘It has a successful town centre 
with a good range of shops and services. It is an important centre for commuting to London and is the main 
employment centre in the District’. 
1.3 The Core Strategy Policy LO 1 Distribution of Development states: 
‘Development will be focused within the built confines of existing settlements. The Sevenoaks urban area, which 
includes Sevenoaks town, Riverhead, Dunton Green, Chipstead and Bessels Green, will be the principal focus for 
development in the District in accordance with Policies LO2 and LO3. 
Swanley will be the secondary focus for development with the emphasis on maintaining and enhancing its role 
and promoting regeneration to meet the needs of the local community in accordance with Policies LO4 and LO5. 
Edenbridge will be a location for development of a scale and nature consistent with the needs of the town and 
the surrounding rural area it serves in accordance with Policy LO6. 
New Ash Green, Otford and Westerham will be locations for limited development in accordance with Policy LO7. 
1.4 Consequently both Sevenoaks and Swanley merit significantly more development than Edenbridge based on 
the words ‘principal’ and ‘secondary’ in the above policy and the order in which the settlements are listed, with 
Edenbridge third in the sequence in the current policy after Sevenoaks and Swanley. 
1.5 The different approach now proposed in the Proposed Submission Plan is to group Edenbridge together with 
Sevenoaks, Swanley, and Westerham which are all identified as a focus for development. This is contrary to the 
Council’s Core Strategy, the retail hierarchy in paragraph 3.13 of the Submission Plan and more significantly it is 
contrary to the Council’s own evidence contained in their Settlement Hierarchy dated April 2018. This document 
explains: The purpose of this report is to outline the new Settlement Hierarchy for the Sevenoaks District and how it 
will help prepare the emerging Local Plan 2015-2035. The Hierarchy:  

 Provides a brief overview of the national and local planning policy context;  

 Describes the broad methodology used to develop the Hierarchy; and  

 Outlines and justifies the classification of each of District’s settlements.  
1.6 Table 4 of this document identifies the settlement hierarchy and the first three categories from that table are 
copied here: 



 
 

 
 
1.7 It is clear from this that there is no justification for changing the approach from that contained in the adopted 
Core Strategy. It is therefore a valid objection which can be overcome by reinstating the hierarchy from the 
adopted Core Strategy and rewording policy ST1 as follows: 
‘Policy ST1- A Balanced Strategy For Growth in a Constrained District 
Development will be focussed within the boundaries of existing settlements, including building at higher densities 
on non-Green Belt land. Mixed use developments which intensify the use of land by incorporating housing will be 
supported and encouraged, particularly on sites that are close to services and facilities and/or well-connected by 
public transport, walking and cycling.  
The town of Sevenoaks will remain the primary focus for development with the secondary focus for 
development in Swanley. Edenbridge will be the tertiary focus for development, followed by Westerham. More 
moderate development will be located within the settlements further down the Settlement Hierarchy. 
Development proposals for the four towns will be expected to comply with the place making proposals and 
priorities listed in the supporting text’. 
1.8 Subsequent changes to the supporting text at paragraphs 1.14, 1.15, 1.17 and the further details of these 
strategic sites set out below, to be consistent with the revised wording of the policy are also required. 
1.9 Edenbridge Town Council make further comments about Policy ST1, namely the request that the higher 
density or intensified use of land will be limited to no greater than an additional 10% above the average of the 
surrounding area.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary.  

  



 
 

Q6. Please set out what modification(s) you consider necessary to make the Local Plan legally 

compliant or sound, having regard to the matters that you have identified.  

 

Please note that any non-compliance with the Duty to Co-operate is incapable of modification at 

Examination.  

 

You will need to say why this modification will make the Local Plan legally compliant or sound. It will be 

helpful if you are able to put forward your suggestions for revised wording of any policy or text. Please be 

as accurate as possible.  

 

See paragraph 1.7 in above statement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. 

  



 
 

Please note that your representation should cover succinctly all the information, evidence and supporting 

information necessary to support/justify your representation and the suggested modification, as there 

will not be a subsequent opportunity to make further representation based on the original representation 

at publication stage.  

 

After this stage, submissions will only be at the request of the Planning Inspector, based on the matters 

and issues that he/she identifies for examination.  

 

Q7. If your representation is seeking a modification, do you consider it necessary to participate at 

the oral part of the Examination?  

 

NO I do not wish to participate in the oral part of the Examination  

YES I wish to participate in the oral part of the Examination √ 

 

Q8. If you wish to participate at the oral part of the Examination, please outline why you consider 

this to be necessary.  

To assist the Inspector and allow opportunity to discuss this principle change to the policy with the 

Council and participants who may seek to maintain the policy in the Submitted Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. 

Please note that the Inspector (not the Council) will determine the most appropriate procedure to hear 

those who have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the Examination.  

 

 



 
 

Signature 
 

 

Date 
 

29 January 2019 

 


