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Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Council Meeting of EDENBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL held in Rickards 

Hall at 7.15pm on Monday 28 January 2019  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Present:  Cllrs J Barnett, T Bryant, Mrs J Davison, A Layland (Vice Chairman), S McGregor, M 
McArthur (Chairman),  B Orridge,  C Pearman, Z Roberts Smith and B Todd. 

 

In attendance:  Town Clerk, Bob Wilson Impact Planning Services, 98 members of the public and no press. 
 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies for absence were received, noted and accepted from Cllrs R Bell (unwell), V Maynard 

(business commitment), G Middleton (business commitment), J Scholey (family business) and M 
Robson (unwell).  

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION - none 

 

The meeting was adjourned 

 

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS,  
Residents voiced their strong objections to the possible inclusion of the Green Belt site on Land 

between Hartfield Road and Hever Road. Support for the Council’s objection to Site 31 was expressed 

and suggestions were made to strengthen it. The need for certainty on the delivery of the exceptional 
circumstances was highlighted, as the plan contains no direct link between them and the proposed 

housing provision. Fairness in the allocation of numbers across the district for both housing and 

traveller provision was raised.  Concerns over the loss of green spaces on the Stangrove Estate and 
their health benefits were expressed, along with the need for improvements to the Leisure Centre. 

Some residents questioned the openness and transparency of the consultation and voiced their 

concerns over the complexities of submitting responses.  

 
Residents were urged to submit their personal responses as soon as possible to the District Council and 

to submit them by email to planningpolicy@sevenoaks.gov.uk if navigating the website was tricky 

 
The meeting was reconvened. 

  

4.       TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14 JANUARY 2019 – these will 
be presented at February Council.  

   

5.   MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR REPORT AND NOT COVERED 

ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA – none  

 

6. OTHER BUSINESS  

 6.1 Local Plan – Edenbridge Town Council response 
Prior to consideration of its response, the Chairman clarified this Council’s response to the issue of 

land allocation on Stangrove Estate which was mentioned in public questions earlier.  

 

Potential development on these sites was supported by this Council as a possible way to fund better 
parking provision and therefore remains in the Local Plan.  Sevenoaks District Council is about to 

consult again on ways to improve parking and landscaping on the estate, which has been a long-term 

aim of this Council and forms a central plank of Stangrove Community’s constitution. If the sites are 
taken out now, it could well remove a possible way to achieve improvements for the estate.    

 

Our previous measured opinion was not to object to these staying in the Local Plan and asked if 
Members wish to discuss the matter further. They did not therefore the Council continues to support 

this proposal.   

 

The Planning Consultant then went through the 15 individual responses which he had prepared 
following guidance from the Council. The majority of the residents’ concerns were already supported  
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and addressed in them.  He stated he would add the further comments suggested by residents to 
strengthen the case, if Council approved them.  

 

Members then discussed the individual responses and proposed some further strengthening and minor 
amendments. 

 

Resolved: to add weight to the arguments by the inclusion of the additional comments from residents and 
members. Representation at the hearing to be requested for Site 31 Kent and Surrey Driving 

Range, Site 32 War Memorial Hospital, ST1 the Balanced Strategy for Growth and H4 the 

Gypsy and Traveller provision. 

 
 The revised documentations to be published on the Council’s website as soon as prepared and before 

 the end of the consultation period.  

 

 6.2 Local Plan Consultation inc Additional Potential Strategic Development Sites in the 

Green Belt Consultation on Land between Hartfield Road and Hever Road, Edenbridge 

– Edenbridge Town Council response  

 
Resolved: to submit the strong objection proposed to the inclusion of the site and to request the 

opportunity to make representation at the hearing if it is included.   

 
The meeting closed at 7.25pm  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


