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Minutes of the EDENBRIDGE EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE held at Rickards Hall at 7.30 

pm on Monday 2nd February 2015 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Present:  Cllrs M V McArthur (Vice-chairman),  T Bryant, Mrs J Davison, R Davison,  A Layland, S 

McGregor (ex officio), Cllr R Orridge (ex officio), A W M Robson; and B Johnson, 

J Isherwood, C Lutley, R Rooth, K Jefferies-Elliott 

 

In attendance:    K Staff  - Deputy Town Clerk,  T Norton  - Environment Agency 

                                         

             There were no members of the public present, and no press. 

 

Prior to the meeting Tim Norton provided the committee with an overview of the Leigh Flood Storage 

facility, and answered questions on flood management locally. 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received, noted and accepted from Cllrs C Pearman (Chairman), J 

Chappell, and V King; received from John Martin, Guy Middleton, Barry Neville-

Robinson, Dave Sergeant. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

None were declared by the Councillors present. 

 

3.         To receive and sign minutes of the Emergency Planning Committee meeting held  

            3
rd

 November 2014 
 

Resolved: that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting 

 

4. Matters arising from the minutes and not covered elsewhere  -  for report only 

  4.1  Use of Edenbridge War Memorial Hospital as a place of safety 

The report was noted and it was  

 

Resolved: to continue attempting to contact, and inviting NHS managers to attend the Emergency 

Planning meetings.  

 

4.2  Simpler and more concise aide memoire 

The Vice Chairman thanked Cllr Mrs Davison for producing the aide memoire and 

explained that as the current Emergency Plan was being revised it was intended this 

useful document would be incorporated in to the Plan, forming the basis of a flow 

diagram.  

 

4.3  Flood pack distribution 

The Vice Chairman explained that the Environment Agency had assisted the EEPC in the 

production of 500 flood information packs designed to give useful information to the 

properties identified as most at risk on Edenbridge’s flood plain. Several volunteers from 

the EEPC and ETC staff had delivered these to most of those properties at risk.  The 

opportunity to talk to residents had been valuable, allowing the EEPC to update its 

knowledge of vulnerable residents and any outstanding concerns.  

  

The Vice Chairman reported that these packs had been received with gratitude by the 

vast majority of households, who had also asked for their thanks to be passed on to the 

EEPC for the support and care given during last year’s floods.  

 

As properties on Tekram Close, part High Street, Station Road and at Hever Castle, were 

still awaiting deliveries, Cllr McArthur asked for any volunteers to contact her after the 

meeting. 
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4.4  Investment appraisal of Sencio VCP 

The report was noted, and the new manager of the Leisure Centre who was in attendance, 

Ms Kirsty Jefferies-Elliott, indicated her willingness to becoming an active partner in this 

matter.   

 

4.5  Potential use of the Working man’s Club as a VFDP 

Members noted the recent change in management systems at the Club meant it was likely 

that closer co-operation could be achieved with the newly designated ‘Edenbridge Men’s 

Club’. Cllr Orridge was hopeful that a protocol could be achieved whereby the Club’s 

facilities would be available to the EEPC to use at times of emergency if necessary.   

 

4.6  Risk assessment for use by the CEC 

An outline risk assessment had been produced by Cllr Alan Layland. The overall risk 

assessment for volunteers prepared by Cllr Layland had been adopted by the Community 

Resilience Forum and Kent County Council as a model document for emergency plans. 

Cllr Layland was thanked for his excellent work. 

 

4.7  Risk assessment for use by radio operators at the VCP 

Members noted that until the VCP had been fully commissioned this risk assessment 

remained in outline. 

 

4.8  Risk assessment for the VCPO 

As item 4.7 

 

4.9  Suitability of Sencio Leisure Centre risk assessment forms for application to 

the VCP and Designated Rest Centre 

As item 4.7 

 

5. Financial matters 

5.1  Current budget and expenditure 

Members noted the financial report.  

 

6. Information exchange: 

              6.1 Kent Police Service 

In the absence of any representative form Kent Police Service there was no information 

available. 

 

6.2 Kent Fire and Rescue Service 

In the absence of any representative form Kent Fire and Rescue Service there was no 

information available. 

 

6.3 Sevenoaks District Council Emergency Planning Officer  

In the absence of the SDC EPO there was no information available. 

 

7. Date and venue of next meeting 

Monday 15 June 2015 at the Sports Pavilion, Edenbridge Recreation Ground, 7.30 pm 

 

 

The meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 


