
Edenbridge Town Meeting 2015 

 

Prior to the start of formal business residents had the opportunity to view displays by groups and 

organisations who received grants from the Council last year and by the Neighbourhood Planning Group.  

 

The Annual Town Meeting was held on Monday 2 March 2015 at 8pm in the Women’s Institute Hall, by 

kind permission of the Management Committee.  The Chair was taken by Cllr R Orridge, Chairman of the 

Town Council. There were 41 members of the public present, 10 Town Councillors (including 4 District 

Council), 4 Town Council Officers, and 7 invited guests.  One representative of the press was present 

 

1. The Chairman’s Welcome    
The Chairman welcomed Cllr Clive Pearman (County Councillor), Cllr Mrs Jill Davison (Chairman, 

Sevenoaks District Council), Police Sergeant Mark Beresford (Kent Police), PCSO Lorny Booth (Kent 

Police), Dr Pav Ramewal (Chief Executive, Sevenoaks District Council), Adrian Rowbotham (Chief 

Financial Officer, Sevenoaks District Council) and Annette Hards (Chairman of Edenbridge Neighbourhood 

Plan Group).  Apologies were received in advance from: Cllr John Hodson (Hever Parish Council), Cllr 

Alan Wesley (Westerham Town Council), Chief Inspector Tim Cook (Kent Police) and Cllrs Stuart 

McGregor, Vernon King, Vince Maynard and Joseph Wooltorton (ETC). The Community Warden, Rose 

Briggs, also sent her apologies.  

 

2. The minutes of the 2014 meeting were signed as a correct record 

The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting, held on 17 March 2014, at 8pm in the Women’s Institute Hall, 

were signed by the Chairman in accordance with Standing Orders, having been available on deposit in the 

Library and on the website.  

 

3. Chairman’s Annual Report for 2014/2015  

The Chairman presented his Annual Report (copy attached) which had been circulated throughout the town.   

 

Two questions were raised from the floor, the first on the recent reduction in bus services and the second 

expressing strong concerns over the proposed development of 300 new home off Enterprise Way and St 

Johns Way.  Both topics were to be covered later in the meeting by the County and District Council 

representatives and would be discussed then.  

 

4. Neighbourhood Planning 

Annette Hards, Chairman of Neighbour Planning Group, explained how she had become involved in the 

development of the plan initially as the Sustainable Edenbridge representative and subsequently being 

elected as the group’s Chairman. She explained that, once completed, the plan will be adopted as Planning 

Policy and will be used to shape development in the town until 2030. They were currently half way through 

the process.  A hand-out (attached) outlining the actions taken so far to consult with the residents, to identify 

the key objectives, was circulated. Small groups are now meeting to undertake the interesting task of 

gathering evidence to support the objectives.  The groups are Housing, Local Economy, Infrastructure, 

Environment and Health, Learning and Well-being.  Residents were encouraged to join the groups and help 

develop the plan. The group will be commissioning a Housing Needs Assessment, carrying out a Business 

Survey and updating the Design Statement.   

 

5. Comments on behalf of Sevenoaks District Council 

Cllr Mrs Jill Davison, Chairman of Sevenoaks District Council, picked up the challenging topics of the 

release of the Reserved Land and the allocation of travellers sites.  She directly addressed the question of 

why development was taking place in Edenbridge and explained that it was not ‘just’ Edenbridge.  The 

Inspector had also required the release of land in Swanley and at the Fort Halstead site.  Refusal to accept 

these releases would have resulted in the rejection of the whole of the Land Allocation DPD and put the 

protections provided by the Local Plan at risk.  

 

A site on the outskirts of Sevenoaks is currently being considered to help meet the shortfall in places for 

gypsy and traveller accommodation, along with a small increase in the number of pitches at Edenbridge. 

 



She then introduced the Chief Executive Officer, Dr Pav Ramewal, who expressed how impressed he had 

been by the strength of community feeling there was in the town, that as had been clearly demonstrated by 

the excellent displays by the groups and organisations present.   

 

He explained the challenge the District was facing for the first time with three elections on the same day, 

Parliament, District and Town, on 7 May.  It was anticipated that the town results would not be declared 

until 8-9pm on Friday 8 May. A seminar for prospective district councillors was taking place on Friday 8 

March and Residents were reminded that individual registration had now replaced family registration and 

the importance of making sure you are on the list.  

 

The difficult financial period continues but the District was on target with its 10 year plan and had achieved 

reductions of 1 million year-on-year over the last few years. To keep ahead of the cuts, a new strategy of 

buying and building assets was underway to cover the expected further cuts in Government grants.  

 

A new website, with the capacity to deliver more services is due to come on board in September, and the 

online energy comparison site was helping businesses save £100 of pounds.  

 

At a recent meeting of Chief Executives the work of Edenbridge Emergency Planning Group was held to be 

a beacon of good practice and an exemplar that other towns and villages hope to emulate.  

 

The District Council had been pleased to be able to assist with the work on the Leisure Centre roof and was 

looking for funding for the all-weather pitch, in addition to providing support to the Neighbourhood Plan 

Group. 

 

Dr Ramewal had taken on board the need for better co-ordination between the various parties when dealing 

with fly tipping and the need to improve enforcement, and stated that he would take this back to see what 

more might be done.  

  

In conclusion, he expressed concern over the challenges presented by the reduced contribution from 

developers and changes in planning legislation which are affecting a number of areas, most particularly loss 

of employment land due to permitted changes from office to residential use.  

 

Three questions were posed from the floor: 

Dr Ramewal was asked to explain the partnership working the District Council was now involved in to save 

money. He responded saying that ‘Collection of Council Tax is now jointly with Dartford and Licencing is 

combined with Tunbridge Wells and Maidstone, making a significant cost saving’.  

 

The second question asked what happens to developers’ contributions?  The response explained that no 

contributions were required for affordable housing and developers were becoming more practiced at making 

a case to reduce payments, claiming paying the contribution made the development unviable.  

 

Asked for clarification on what was included in the 40% requirement, he answered that it included 

affordable and social housing.  

 

6. Comments by Cllr Clive Pearman on behalf of Kent County Council  

Cllr Clive Pearman presented a spirited version of his annual report, copy attached, and picked up on the 

earlier question over the reduction in bus services which has created difficulty to residents. The reduction in 

the service around 3pm which is now ‘schools only’ and the loss of the service back from Tunbridge Wells 

at lunchtime having being highlighted as of great concern.  Difficulties in locating the right stop at 

Tunbridge Wells, or even which side of the road the bus leaves from, were also raised.  Cllr Pearman 

informed the meeting that he was already aware of the issues and had organised a meeting about it, which 

was taking place shortly.  He would personally take this matter up and report back the outcome.   

 

He also responded to a question over the possibility of getting a speed reduction on Crouch House Road, as 

the possibility of a footpath to St Brelades was proving difficult.  He suggested that a request be made to the 

Town Council so the matter could be looked into.   

    

 



7. Comments by a representative of the Police 

Police Sergeant Mark Beresford from the Community Safety Unit at Sevenoaks explained that he was in 

charge of the PCSOs.  He informed the meeting that three PCSOs had recently been accepted for training as 

Police Officers and that due to budget constraints they were not being replaced. This has resulted in a 

change for Edenbridge, with the number of PSCOs being cut to one. The meeting wanted to express its 

appreciation of the excellent work carried out by PCSO Anne Kingscott who has now been moved to the 

rural and villages patch. Sgt Beresford explained that the remaining Officer, Lorny Booth along with the 

other PCSOs now had greater powers and he was sure that she would continue the good work she and Anne 

had already started. The role of partnership working remained crucial.  

 

He answered a question as to why the mobile police station came to Edenbridge when we have a police 

office. Sgt Beresford explained that this was a provision from the District Crime Commissioner and the van 

was parker at Champions Service Station as this was an identified area of higher crime.  The practice if no 

residents came to speak with the appointed office was that a foot patrol would take place.   

 

Charles Laver from the Bonfire Society wished to express his thanks to the Police for the excellent support 

given to for the 2014 firework event.   

 

PSCO Lorny Booth was then introduced.  She explained that she had been in Edenbridge since May and 

was enjoying working in partnership with the Community Warden, the Housing Associations and SDC.  

 

The crime levels in Edenbridge are extremely low, with just 6 burglaries reported since she arrived. 

However she had been involved in addressing incidents of repeat offenders targeting individuals with 

abusive behaviour.  Other areas which had received positive feedback have been work with victims of crime 

and giving security advice to residents living close to scenes of burglary, in an attempt to reduce similar 

crimes.  

 

The graffiti data base has been reactivated, storing tags for the district.  The police are to follow up the good 

work by the local Speedwatch team and will be targeting Mill Hill to take action on speeding drivers. She 

finished her update highlighting the ongoing parking issues that still remain in the High Street and outside 

the Primary School.  

 

The Chairman opened the meeting to questions.  

 

The Clerk asked for clarification from the Police, County and District Councillors on systems of reporting 

fly tipping. It was confirmed that incidents on roads should be reported to Highways and other incidents to 

the District Council. The need for strong enforcement was agreed by all parties.  

 

The Chairman encouraged enforcement on parking issues and a question was asked on how often the 

wardens came to town.  Reassurances that regular visits were made were given.  

 

A request for the Town Council to purchase its own Speedwatch board was raised.  The cost was thought to 

be £2,000 plus and the Town Council will look into this option.  

 

The final question was for the Council’s view on the Environment Agency plans to alter/replace the old 

stone bridge to increase the flow. The Chairman responded with his personal view that no funds are 

currently available, but he would not object to plans to widen the bridge if the case was established for it.  

 

Cllr Clive Pearman asked to speak again, and gave details of a local event to thank Sir John Stanley for his 

tireless work for the residents at a dinner being organised locally.  

 

The meeting finished at 9.52pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


