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     EDENBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 

    

 
Chairman’s Report 
                                                                                                              
 
By way of introduction to this year’s Annual Report, I would like to say 

that the past year can be summarised by “Supermarkets”, “Aviation  

Noise”, the proposed second Runway at Gatwick and the Cooper 

Estates plan for the development of the Reserved Land.  All-in-all a 

busy year. You will see from the various reports, the importance that 

the Council places on partnership working and the role of volunteers. 

Within the town, the Summer Festival activities were again a great 

success culminating with a seemingly endless parade of vehicles new 

and old. My sincere thanks to all those who make the Festival work so 

well every year and making it a fitting tribute to the large army of 

volunteers who make this and many other activities so popular. 

 

One year on, the Edenbridge & Westerham Citizens Advice Bureau 

has been able to recruit further volunteers and continue to benefit by 

co-location with other agencies in the Eden Centre.  The major changes to a whole raft of benefits and 

services has seen a considerable increase in their workload but, with the additional staff it is planned to 

reactivate the outreach service to Westerham as soon as possible. I am sure you will wish to join with me in 

expressing our thanks and support for their vital work. 

We are fortunate in Edenbridge in having our own Community 

Warden Rose Briggs, who together with the Police, PCSO’s 

and support when necessary from SDC and KCC, continues 

to tackle all the  irritating problems  such as litter, speeding, 

graffiti etc.  She is supported by our own “Speedwatch” and 

“Litter Picker” volunteers who continue to do their best to 

improve our environment.  

The volunteer litter pickers have recently taken part in ‘Love 

where you live’ campaign and picked up 10 sacks full of 

rubbish.  

Extra volunteers are always welcome. 

There is one further group of volunteers that I would like to personally thank, my fellow Councillors.  Their 

four year Term of Office finishes in May.  In this time they have attended many meetings, studied reports 

and responded to numerous consultations, to ensure that both locally and nationally the views of 

Edenbridge residents are heard.  

 

I encourage you to take the opportunity to vote on 7 May to continue to shape the town’s future. 

 

 
Cllr Robert Orridge 

Chairman, Edenbridge Town Council 



Edenbridge Emergency Planning Committee 

 

This last year has seen a consolidation of the invaluable lessons learned from the winter flooding which 

occurred over Christmas of 2013 and then into the early months of 2014, when some of the low-lying areas 

of the town were inundated by standing water as the drains could not cope with the high volume of 

rainwater which fell during this relatively short period of time.   

 

The crucial lesson learned was that, although the volunteers of the EEPC made themselves readily-

available when called out to assist with road closures, notifying residents and businesses of the possibility 

of flooding, and providing that essential reassurance to the 

community that there were people on hand to give 

assistance if the need occurred, we needed to make some 

fundamental changes to the way in which the EEPC 

response was organised.  As, during such emergency 

situations, the relaying of information, between volunteers 

‘out on the streets’, and beyond town to the Emergency 

Planning Officer at Sevenoaks District Council is, literally, of 

vital importance, we needed to separate out the 

communications control facility from everything and 

everyone else; the Volunteer Control Point needed ‘peace 

and quiet’ throughout the duration of the situation which the EEPC was dealing with. 

 

There are, of course, only a limited number of locations where such a separation of functions can be 

achieved and, with much willingness, enthusiasm and co-operation, the senior management at Sencio 

Leisure Centre agreed that one of the first-floor classrooms 

could be utilised by the EEPC as the Volunteer Control 

Point during any emergency situation.  An investment 

appraisal has now taken place, and a request for funding 

the purchase of the necessary communications and 

storage equipment has been prepared and submitted, and 

a reply is awaited.  Subject to approval, it is hoped that the 

newly-equipped Volunteer Control Point will be available to 

commission in the early summer, once the necessary 

protocols and risk assessments have all been completed 

and documented. 

 

The other lesson learned and being taken forward is that, 

working with colleagues in the Environment Agency, a ‘flood pack’, containing advice, guidance and contact 

telephone numbers, has been prepared and is now in the process of distribution to properties in the low-

lying parts of the town.  The package is, in effect, a log-book of all aspects of personal and property 

protection, recommended advice and guidance, to be taken if there is a possibility that flooding of these 

properties might occur. 

 

Training continues to be of importance as not only does it bring the volunteers together and to learn how to 

deal with various situations, but it also enables us to appreciate what other communities in the county have 

been experiencing, and of how they coped.  The learning is organised around practical ‘hands on’ events 

and we look forward to another practical exercise for all EEPC volunteers in the autumn.   And, to end on 

this point, we are always looking for volunteers to come and help us so, if you think that you might be able 

to help out, please contact Kathy Staff, the Deputy Town Clerk on 01732-865268, or pop in to the Council 

offices at Doggetts Barn, and talk it over with Kathy. 

 

Cllr Clive Pearman 

Chairman Emergency Planning Committee 



Finance Committee 

 

As I reported last year the amount of funding passed to local authorities continues to 
be reduced. You may recall that last year we, effectively, lost £37,000. Unfortunately 
that scenario has been repeated with a further cut of £30,000 for the year 2015/16.  
The number of new homes completed and occupied within the town each year defines 
the Tax Base.  A total of 62 properties were added at the end of 2014, resulting in a 
contribution of £8,174 to the town coffers, reducing the shortfall to £22,000 which  
resulted in an unavoidable 1% increase in Council Tax . A copy of the Consolidated 
Balance sheet for 2013-14 is included at the back of this report.  

Cllr Robert Orridge 

Chairman of Finance Committee 

 

 

Forward Planning Committee 

At its two meetings in 2014, the Committee considered the following:- 

 

 The long term future development of the town in line with the Council’s agreed Vision and Fundamental 

Principles. 

 

 Monitoring and updating the Council’s Long, Medium and Short Term Plan. 

 

 Review of the Council’s Five Year Forecast of Revenue and Capital Receipts. 

 

 Making recommendations for the level of Precept to guide other committee’s budget setting process. 

 

 Making recommendations on Policy and Capital Expenditure to Council. 

 

 Review of the structure and organisation of the Council. 

 

 Review and update, where necessary, of the list of schemes planned to be undertaken by the Council.  

 

Cllr Richard Davison 

Chairman of Forward Planning Committee 

 

 

Open Spaces Committee 

The winter rain and winds bequeathed a demanding start to the year and considerable efforts were required 

by the ground staff to bring the Town Council’s estate fit for normal use.  Particular attention had to be paid 

to the trees and a number had to be felled.                                 

 

During the summer one of the pitches at Nomads, which had 

become too muddy to play on after rain, was drained.  

Unfortunately its recovery was impeded by an invasion of 

rabbits which burrowed along the lines of the new drains.  

Prolonged pest control and back-filling of the burrows was 

required. 

We were pleased that the cricket club were able to raise the 

funds to replace the nets at the south west corner of Blossoms 

Park. 

 

The cemetery was extended during the year and Edenbridge now has capacity to meet its needs for the 

foreseeable future. 



The planned maintenance programme of the Town Council’s buildings was completed according to plan. 

 

The ground-staff are to be congratulated on maintaining the 

standards of all of the open spaces to the criteria set by 

councillors, and met the expectations of the town’s outdoor 

sports clubs, despite the absence of the deputy head grounds 

man through long term illness. 

 

The residents of the town also made a significant contribution 

to the appearance of the town. They won five of the seven 

categories in the District wide competition sponsored by 

Coolings for best kept gardens. 

 

Cllr J Scholey 
Chairman Open Spaces Committee 
 

 

Planning Committee 

 

Rumours about Sainsburys pulling out of its plans for Edenbridge continue but I can only report that, at a 

recent meeting with Senior Sainsbury’s Managers and John Surtees, they are still committed to the project 

which should commence ln the Autumn. Meanwhile Waitrose has established itself and is very pleased with 

the volume of business the new store has generated. 

 

The Reserved Land to the East of St. John’s Way and Enterprise Way 

was released for development this year and Cooper Estates, who own the 

land, were quick off the mark with an “Outline Plan” for up to 300 homes. 

Alarm bells started to ring and a number of questions are being asked.  

Comments and Consultations are now being received and analysed. I 

would stress that this is just the beginning of what will be a lengthy 

process and urge everyone to become involved in what will be the biggest 

change to our town in 50 years. 

At the same time the number of Planning applications within Edenbridge has increased considerably 

although the trend is towards extending existing properties rather than New Build.  Within the Sevenoaks 

District the total number of applications within the last twelve months have exceeded 4,000 for the first time. 

 
Cllr Robert Orridge  
Chairman Planning Committee 
 

Tourism and Footpaths Forums 

Eden Valley Tourism Forum: The Council arranges two Eden Valley Tourism Forums a year to encourage 

visitors of all description to come and enjoy the History and Heritage of the area and to boost the local 

economy.     

Eden Valley Footpaths Group was established to encourage the use of the rights of 

way network, carry out high impact/low risk maintenance tasks to enhance the work 

carried out by KCC, and to raise the profile of walking around the area.   

They are both independent of the Council.  

 

 



Transportion Committee 

 

Being located just 12 miles from Gatwick, and because of the prevailing winds, 80% of all aircraft landing 

overfly Edenbridge and its surrounding villages, 24 hours per day. There are no effective limits on Night 

Flights. 

 

" I have been most impressed at the huge amount of good work carried out by the Town Council over  the 
past year - particularly in two areas where I have a special interest. These are the Council's formulating and 
submitting a cogent and authoritative objection to proposals for a second runway at Gatwick; and also its 
pro - active support of the Emergency Committee."               
                                                                                                                      John Isherwood (resident) 
 
 

Over the last two years, a small team within the Council consisting of 

myself, Cllr Vernon King from Marsh Green, and Cllr Clive Pearman our 

KCC Councillor, have been closely involved in responding to a large 

number of Government consultations covering virtually all aspects of 

aviation in the Southeast. Including of course options for a new runway at 

Gatwick or Heathrow 

We have worked closely with all neighbouring authorities at all levels from 

Parish to Districts to Counties. A major boost to our campaign was the formation of the Gatwick 

Coordination Group. A group of local MPs including Crispin Blunt MP for Reigate (Chairman), together with 

MPs for Dorking Mole Valley, Mid Sussex, Wealden, Arundel and South Downs, Horsham and of course 

our own MP Sir John Stanley, who has worked tirelessly in our opposition to a second runway at Gatwick. 

The group also includes representatives from neighbouring County Councils, Borough, Town and Parish 

Councils and civil society. 

The health problems associated with the effects of noise and disturbed 

sleep are now well established and recognised. The problems of the 

existing single runway at Gatwick continue to be addressed with 

virtually no restrictions on night flights. 

The Council’s message to the Davies Commission is absolutely clear. 

“Proposals for a second runway at Gatwick are overwhelmingly 

opposed locally. The scale of the development, if approved, would 

serve three times more passengers than today or, to put it another 

way 560,000 air traffic movements (take-offs and landings) per year 

compared with 250,000 today. 

At peak times landing aircraft pass over Edenbridge every 60 seconds, and this on the one existing  

runway, with an additional runway it would be two. The fight continues! 

 

Equally good work has been undertaken in partnership with Edenbridge 

and District Rail Travellers’ Association to ensure that the effect of the 

closure of London Bridge over the New Year period was minimised and 

residents kept informed.  Consultation responses have been sent to 

highlight local issues and to try to gain improvements to the services in 

the future.  One major success by E&DRTA is the early arrival of longer 

trains, which are now due to come into service this year.  

 
 

Cllr Robert Orridge  
Chairman Transportation Committee 

 
 



 
Consolidated Balance Sheet 

 
 31/03/13 31/03/14 
 £ £ 

 Long Term assets 
 0.00 Investments 0.00 

 0.00 Long Term Debts 0.00 

 0.00 TOTAL LONG TERM ASSETS 0.00 

 Current assets 
 494,412.14 Investments 535,381.81 
 0.00 Loans Made 0.00 
 0.00 Investments 0.00 

 0.00 Stocks 0.00 
 5,647.64 VAT Recoverable 4,559.25 

 1,918.78 Debtors 601.73 

 0.00 Payment in Advance 0.00 

 62,294.74 Cash in Hand & at Bank 67,248.09 

 564,273.30 TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 607,790.88 
 564,273.30 TOTAL ASSETS 607,790.88 

 Current liabilities 
 0.00 Loans Received 0.00 
 0.00 Temporary Borrowing 0.00 
 0.00 VAT Payable 0.00 
 34,606.29 Creditors 26,204.05 
 417.99 Receipts in Advance 8.75 

 35,024.28 TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES    26,212.80 
 529,249.02 TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES    581,578.08 

 0.00 Long Term Borrowing 0.00 

 0.00 Deferred Liabilities 0.00 
 0.00 Deferred Credits 0.00 

 0.00 0.00 

 529,249.02 NET ASSETS    581,578.08 

 Represented by 

 14,070.11 General Fund 2,074.69 

 RESERVES 
 515,178.90 Capital Fund 579,503.38 

 0.00 Cemetery Fund Reserves 0.00 

 0.00 Capital Endowments 0.00 

 0.00 Capital Land 0.00 

 529,249.01 581,578.07 

 Signed                                                        

Chairman 

   Responsible Financial Officer 
Date  12/05/14 
AUDIT OPINION 
 



MEMBERS OF EDENBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL  
 

 

T BRYANT    SW    Mob: 07865 641 638  

2 Katharine Villas, Mill Hill, Edenbridge TN8 5BP  Email: trevorbryant@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

J CHAPPELL                                       SW  Home: 01732-860153  

91A High Street, Edenbridge TN8 5AU  Email: jo@edenbridgeflorist.co.uk 

 

 

Mrs J DAVISON                                 NE  Home: 01732-863588 

(Also District Council member for Edenbridge North & East) Email: cllr.j.davison@sevenoaks.gov.uk 

Lyncroft House, Swan Lane, Edenbridge TN8 6AJ   Email:  jillpe.davison@tiscali.co.uk 

 

               

R DAVISON           SW    Home: 01732-863588 

(Also District Council member for Edenbridge South & West) Email:  richard_davison@lineone.net  

Lyncroft House, Swan Lane, Edenbridge TN8 6AJ 

    

     

V KING                                                SW  Home: 01732-865959 

Gabriel’s Manor, Marsh Green Road, Edenbridge TN8 5PP 

   

 

A LAYLAND    SW    Home:  01732-864140 

14 Frantfield, Edenbridge TN8 5BB     Email:  alhsconsultant@aol.com 

 

         

V J MAYNARD        NE    Home: 01732-505724 

Tralee, Hillcrest Road, Edenbridge TN8 6JS    Email:  vincent.maynard@virginmedia.com 

 

  

M V McARTHUR   NE    Mob:    07879 884 404 

Virginia Cottage, 25 Lingfield Road, Edenbridge TN8 5DS  Email:  cllrmvmcarthur@aol.com 

 

 

S McGREGOR      NE    Home: 01732-865559    

1 Champions Drive, Edenbridge TN8 6GF    Email:  Stuart_Mcgregor@hotmail.com 

 

               

R ORRIDGE    SW    Home: 01732-863672 

(Also District Council member for Edenbridge South & West)     Email:   robert@orridge.com     

5 Waterlakes, Edenbridge TN8 5BX   

        

 

C PEARMAN    SW    Home:  01732-860391 

Wicken Cottage, Mill Hill, Edenbridge TN8 5DB   Email:  clive.pearman2@btinternet.com 

 

            

A W M ROBSON   NE    Home: 01732-866132 

7 Sunnyside, Edenbridge TN8 6HP     Mob:  07789 188 663 

 

 

J SCHOLEY    NE    Home:  01732-865197 

(Also District Council member for Edenbridge North & East) Email:  scholey_john@talktalk.net 

The Gables, Crown Road, Edenbridge TN8 6AW    

 

J WOOLTORTON   NE    Work: 01732-866150 

90 High Street, Edenbridge TN8 5AR     Email: josephwooltorton@yahoo.co.uk 
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