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Minutes of the Council Meeting of EDENBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL held in Rickards Hall at 8pm 

on Monday 9 March 2015 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Present:  Cllrs T Bryant, R Davison, A Layland, M V McArthur, V Maynard, R Orridge (Chairman), 

C Pearman and S McGregor (Vice Chairman).  

 

In attendance:  Christine Lane (Town Clerk), five members of the public and no press. 

 

Prior to the start of the meeting the Community Warden, Rose Briggs, gave a presentation on the 

Edenbridge Speedwatch Scheme. It has been successful in adding names to the regional data base, which 

has resulted in eight advisory letters beeing sent to drivers exceeding the limits. Rose explained that more 

volunteers were needed to help the scheme grow and that having their own board would have some 

advantages. 

 

 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
            Apologies for absence were received, noted and accepted from Cllrs Mrs J Davison (prior 

engagement), M Robson (unwell) and J Scholey (holiday).  Cllrs J Chappell, V King and J 

Wooltorton were absent. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION  
   

 Cllrs R Davison and R Orridge wished to state that although they would be considering planning 

 applications at this meeting they would be reconsidering them at the district  level, taking into 

 account all relevant evidence and representations there.  

 

The meeting was closed 

 

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS  

One resident spoke on behalf of those living close to the proposed redevelopment site at Barn 

Cottage, Crouch House Road, application SE/15/00454/FUL, reiterating the previous concerns 

raised as the new plans are only minimally lower than the previous ones and the other issues have 

not been addressed.  Members were asked to continue to oppose this inappropriate application.   

  

The meeting was reopened 

  

4. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON  9 FEBRUARY 2015  

Resolved:  that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 9 February 2015 be duly signed 

by the Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

 

Cllr Clive Pearman requested that the emphasis be placed on the Open Spaces Committee to invite 

the young people to join a working group, rather than them being expected to approach it.  

 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR REPORT AND NOT ELSEWHERE 

 ON THE AGENDA - none 

  

6. TO CONSIDER THE CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 Infill of window to north elevation and installation of a wood burning stove flue, sliding folding 

 doors to east elevation replacing existing window. The Oast Delaware Farm Hever Road 

 Edenbridge Kent TN8 7LD Ref. No: 15/00534/LBCALT  

 

  Members support this application 
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 Infill of window to north elevation and installation of a wood burning stove flue, sliding folding 

 doors to east elevation replacing existing window. The Oast Delaware Farm Hever Road 

 Edenbridge KENT TN8 7LD Ref. No: 15/00533/HOUSE  

 

  Members support this application 

 

 Demolition of internal walls that currently separate the existing kitchen from the breakfast room. 

 Edenbridge House Main Road Edenbridge Kent TN8 6SJ Ref. No: 15/00514/LBCALT  

 

  Members support this application 

 

 Conversion of garage to habitable space. Porch side addition. Rear dormer extension. Removal of 

 chimney.21 Grange Close Edenbridge KENT TN8 5LT Ref. No: 15/00477/HOUSE  

 

  Members support this application 

 

 Installation of 3 conservation pattern rooflight in rear facing roof.Stanfords End Farm Hartfield 

 Road Edenbridge KENT TN8 5NF Ref. No: 15/00479/ LBCALT 

 

  Members support this application 

  

 Demolition of existing house, garage & outbuilding and erection of two 3 bedroom detached 

 houses. Barn Cottage Crouch House Road Edenbridge Kent TN8 5ED 15/00454/HOUSE  

 

  Members object to this application which is only marginally lower in height than the  

  previous application, Members’ previous objections remain. The development is bulky and 

  out of keeping with the surrounding properties and is detrimental to the street scene. The  

  size and bulk is overbearing and will cause overlooking, overshadowing and loss of light  

  to properties on Crouch House Road and Manor House Gardens.   

   

  Members found it difficult to distinguish the facts contained in the Flood Alleviation  

  Report from the extensive text and request that the content is checked by an expert at  

  District Council. This is particularly important as there have been recent flooding events  

  on both 24 December 2013 and 14 February 2014. The additional hard surfacing is a  

  concern.  

 

  Members also wish Kent Highways to assess the road movements carefully as the site is on 

  a bend.  

 

  Even with the minor height reduction and removal of the hipped roofs, the application is  

  unacceptable and the members reiterate their strong objection to it.  

     

 Erection of 3 no. 2 bedroom terraced cottages with individual and communal integral internal and 

 external amenity space and dedicated parking, on the land at the rear of No. 11 High Street. 

 Land At The Rear Of Fox & Manwaring 11 High Street Edenbridge Kent TN8 5AB Ref. No: 

 15/00326/ LBCALT 

 

  Members object to this application which is damaging to the Conservation Area. It is out  

  of keeping and inappropriate development in the curtilage of a building of local   

  architectural importance at 11 High Street. The addition of some limited parking is  

  welcomed but the access onto the High Street is of concern. 

  

 Erection of a side and rear extension.13 Penlee Close Edenbridge KENT TN8 5NA Ref. No: 

 15/00053/HOUSE  

 

  Members supportthis application 
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 Crown reduction to 1 Faux Acacia/Robina tree. (CA) 2 Church Street Edenbridge KENT TN8 

 5BD Ref. No: 15/00614/WTCA  

 

  Noted 

 

 The 3 trees have grown to tall and I would like to cut them down and be replaced with other shrubs 

 and hedging. Eden Cottage Mill Hill Edenbridge Kent TN8 5BU Ref. No: 15/00469/WTCA  

 

  Noted 

 

 Reduce Height by 4m to three Sycamore trees (CA), 15 High Street Edenbridge. 

 SE/15/00647/WTCA 

 

  Noted 

 

7. TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING REPORTS 

 7.1 Emergency Planning Committee, 2 February 

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr M McArthur be adopted. 

 

 7.2 Planning and Transportation, 23 February 

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr R Orridge be adopted. 

 

 7.3 Finance Committee, 23 February  

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr R Orridge be adopted. 

 

 7.4 County Councillor’s Report February - noted 

 7.5 Working Group / Delegate Reports / Clerk’s and Officers’ Reports 

  7.5.1  Eden Valley Chamber of Commerce meeting, 3 February - noted 

   7.5.2 Clerk’s Reports - noted 

 

8. OTHER BUSINESS 

 8.1 Items referred from Committees for decision 

 8.1.1   Office reconfiguration 

 Members were advised that the dates had been agreed for the installation of the ring main, data 

 cabling and IT at Doggetts Barn, being 9-15 April.  Rickards Hall is available at this time if 

 needed. It will not be possible to have a full range of services during this period.  

 

 The plans and specification for the walls required for Doggetts Barn have still not been drafted. 

 Once they have been received, advice will be taken from the Conservation Officer as to whether 

 planning permission is required.  Once the specifications are know, it will be possible to obtain 

 quotes and get this side of the project moving. Due to this delay it will not be possible to carry 

 out the building works at the same time as the electrical/IT works. This will probably look fairly 

 untidy for a while but will ensure that the vital computer system can be operated. 

 

 Kent County Furniture Supplies have visited Doggetts Barn and given advice on possible  furniture 

 and fittings for the Information Area. They are also in the process of providing some chairs for 

 testing.  To create the meet and greet area in the space available, a bespoke counter will be 

 needed, with a half-height door attached. Plans are being drawn up for this by a contractor 

 recommended by KCS. 

 

 The fee will entail moving the safe, the data safe, and the map draws, in addition to a  number 

 of large desks and filing cabinets.  
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Resolved: to appoint local firm Chatfields to move the heavy items at a cost of £795 + Vat. 

 

Resolved: to delegate powers to the Finance Committee to ensure that works relating to this project  

  can go ahead at the earliest opportunity.   

 

  8.1.2   Review of Financial Regulations Feb Finance 6.2 

 Following February’s Finance Committee meeting it has come to light that this section of the 

 Financial Regulations, relating to contracts, was not in line with members’ previous 

 recommendations.   

 

Resolved:  that the Finance Officer and Cllr J Scholey should agree the wording to reflect the  

  members original intentions and they be added to the approved document.   

 

 Item 11.1.h  

 When it is to enter into a contract of less than £60,000 in value for the supply of goods or materials or 

 for the execution of works or specialist services other than such goods, materials, works or specialist 

 services as are excepted as set out in paragraph (a) the Clerk or RFO shall obtain 3 estimates (priced 

 descriptions of the proposed supply); where the value is below £3,000 and above £100 the Clerk or 

 RFO shall strive to obtain 3 estimates. Otherwise, Regulation 10 (3) above shall apply. 

    

 8.2 Review of Byelaws 

 The Council’s byelaws have been unamended since their adoption in 2003. A full review has been 

 carried out and three new ones identified for inclusion. They relate to interference with life-saving 

 equipment, flying of kites and use of metal detectors, a further amendment could be requested to  

 remove Church Street Playground and Wellingtonia Way from the schedules of locations.  

  

Resolved: not to start the process of requesting all or any of the proposed changes, due to the time the 

  revision would take and the likelihood of then being used.  

 

 8.3 Review of Hiring Agreements 

  

Resolved: to approve the two minor amendments proposed to the Hiring Agreement to highlight the  

  requirements, in some cases, for a music licence and to clarify the position on smoking.  

 

  The Council had been advised that, following a recent meeting with the Chairman and Clerk, 

 the Pre-school had withdrawn its objection to the increase in the rate for Rickards Hall for 

 2015/16 and have a requested a further meeting in May to discuss the 2016/17 increase.   

 

Resolved: to arrange a meeting with the Pre-school following the election.  

 

 8.4 Annual Review of Internal Audit 

 A copy of the report from the Internal Audit Review Group had been circulated.  

 

Resolved: that in light of the items identified for actions, immediately after the 2015 Election, a date 

  be programmed in for an additional meeting of the Internal Audit Review Group at the  

  earliest convenience of the members appointed to the group following the Election.  

 

 8.5 Risk Assessment 

 A copy of the draft Risk Assessment documentation had been circulated. Cllrs Alan Layland and 

 Trevor Bryant had checked the extensive documentsand had approved the content and the 

 methodology used to create it.  It was  

 

Resolved: to adopt it with immediate effect and for Cllrs Layland and Bryant to submit further minor 

  amendments shortly.  

 

 The Chairman thanked Cllrs Layland and Bryant for the work they had done.  
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 8.6 Community Infrastucture Levy  

 The new levy is now being applied and any funding due to Edenbridge Town Council will be 

 transferred twice a year to the Town Council for dispersal. Members considered how it wished to 

 handle requests and allocation of funds.  

 

Resolved: to establish a working group and to source training for members appointed to ensure good 

  governance of funds received and disbursed.  

 

 8.7 Police Issues 

 The number of PSCOs in the district has been reduced by three.  This has resulted in a reduction 

 to the number allocated to Edenbridge.  PSCO Anne Kingscott is no longer covering Edenbridge 

 town and now has a remit to cover the villages and rural areas. PCSO Lorny Booth was covering 

 the entire town.  

    

 8.8 Summer Play Scheme Revised Funding and Dates 

 At the last Council meeting members approved £1,500 worth of funding towards the summer 

 play scheme in line with the budgeted figure. The actual figure has come in at £24 more.  

 

Resolved: take the additional funds from Contingencies.   

 

 8.9 Flood Alleviation Works 

 Members noted the letter which Sir John Stanley had received from Andrew Peace, Area  Manager 

 Environment Agency, detailing how they intend to spend the £110,000 on works to improve 

 the embankments on both sides of the River Eden.  It also contained possible future proposals 

 for increasing the flow through the river bridge. 

 

Resolved: to restate the Council’s position, that it would not be able to make a decision on changes to 

  the Great Stone Bridge until the  outcome of the modelling downstream was available to  

  ascertain the impact of it in relation to the other bridges that may also impede the flow.  

  Should funding become available, or remedial works be required by KCC to the bridge,  

  the matter would be considered on its merits at that time.  

 

 8.10 SDC Voluntary and Community Organisations - Unsung Heroes 

 SDC Community Safety Unit and the voluntary and community sector are working together 

 to give awards to ‘Unsung Heroes in the Community’.   

 

Resolved: that members should advise the Clerk of groups and individuals that they would like  

  nominated, detailing  under which of the eight categories they should be rewarded and with 

  a brief resume of the reason for the nomination. 

 

 8.11 Defibrillator and Everyday First Aid Training   

 The Clerk has asked PS Mark Berrisford to chase up the decision on locating the  defibrillator 

 at the police station, a decision has been awaited for many months and Chief Inspector Cooke has 

 now moved on.  

 

Resolved: to set a short deadline for a response from the Police and to open discussions with  

  Waitrose and the Post Office Sorting Office if no response is received.  

 

 No members wished to attend the free training sessions planned at SDC.  

 

             8.12 Neighbourhood Plan Update 

 

Resolved: to accept the budget proposed by the Neighbourhood Plan Group for the £10,000  

  that Council has earmarked for them.  

 

Co-ordination support up to six hours (one day) per week to end of  

August ’15 (26 wks)  possible max  (but unlikely to reach this)                   4,368  

Laptop and memory stick/discs, security package, extended warranty            500 
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Occasional room hire, external venues                                                           300 

Commissioning of Technical Reports eg. Character Area Assessment,       2,250 

                                                                   Housing Needs Assessment       1,080                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Contingency                                                                                                  1,502                   

                                                                                                                   £10,000 

 

 The update on recent activities of the Neighbourhood Plan Group was noted.  

 

 8.13 Kent Adult Education  

 

Resolved: to suggest to Kent Adult Education that they approach the Eden Centre about using the  

  facilities there.  

  

 8.14 Purchase Speedwatch Board 

 Members considered the request from the Annual Town Meeting to purchase its  own Speedwatch 

 equipment, to enable more regular checks to be carried out locally.  

 

Resolved: not to purchase a board at this time, but to monitor the situation and if a large number of  

  volunteers sign up, or boards from the District Council become difficult to book, to  

  reconsider this decision at then.  

 

 8.15 New Councillor Training 

 

Resolved: to book 6 places on the new Councillor Training taking place at the Council Chamber  

  at Sevenoaks Town Council, at 7pm on Tuesday 2 June. Places to be allocated after the  

  election.  

   

9. FOR INFORMATION 

 9.1 Essential sewer repairs - High Street  

 The major works to repair the collapsed sewer at Frantfield have been have been completed and the 

 High Street reopened. Kent Highways had taken advantage of the closure and carried out a number 

 of repair/resurfacing tasks during the period.  

 

 9.2 Election Forms and Timetable  

 Copies of the Parish Council nomination forms are available from the Clerk or from the 

 Monitoring Officer at SDC. The last time for delivery of papers is 4.00pm on Thursday 9 April by 

 a person to the District Council Offices. A copy of the election timetable was circulated.  

 

 9.3 Wildlife in Edenbridge 

 Members were advised that the latest copy of Wildlife in Edenbridge 2014 is available at  Doggetts 

 Barn.  

 

The meeting ended at 9.50pm 


