- 8148 Minutes of a meeting of the PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE held in Rickards
Hall on Monday 18 May 2015 at 8pm
____________________________________________________________________________________
Present:

Cllrs J Barnett, T Bryant, R Davison (Vice Chairman), A Layland, M McArthur, S
McGregor (Chairman), B Orridge, J Scholey, B Todd.

In attendance: Daphne Slater (Finance Officer), Lindsey Eaton (Admin Officer). Two members of the
public were present, but no members of the press.
1.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received, noted and accepted from Cllrs Mrs J Davison (prior
engagement), V Maynard (unwell) and M Robson (unwell).

2.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION, including interests not
already registered
Cllr S McGregor declared a non-prejudicial interest in item 10.2 being a near neighbour.
Cllrs A Layland, M McArthur, S McGregor and J Scholey wish to state that although they would
be considering planning applications at this meeting they would be reconsidering them at the
district level, taking into account all relevant evidence and representations there.

3.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr S McGregor was nominated as Chairman and, there being no other nominations, members

Resolved:
4.

Cllr S McGregor be elected Chairman for the ensuing year.

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
Cllrs R Davison and M McArthur were nominated as Vice Chairman.

Cllrs R Davison and M McArthur left the room
A vote was taken and members
Resolved:

Cllr R Davison be elected Vice Chairman for the ensuing year.

The meeting was closed
5.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS
A resident spoke on item 10.2 and requested that Enterprise Way and Crouch House Road be
used as access roads for any development on the land north of railway line and west of St John’s
Way.

The meeting was reopened
6.

TO RECEIVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION
COMMITTEE HELD ON Monday 27 April 2015

Resolved:
7.

that the minutes be signed by the Committee Chairman as a true and accurate record of
the meeting.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE, FOR
REPORT ONLY
7.1
SDC Community Infrastructure Levy
Following the election, a working group had been set up comprising of Cllrs A Layland, S
McGregor, R Orridge and B Todd. They would be considering SDC’s CIL Infrastructure Plan
and preparing their response for Friday 29 May. Members discussed initial thoughts and asked
for details to be sent to all councillors in due course. In addition, they want the NHS to be
advised they need to make an application for a particular project with a specified budget.
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- 8149 Resolved:
8.

the Town Council should write formally to the NHS

PLANNING APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED
Erection of a first floor side extension over existing garage and a conversion of garage into
habitable living accommodation. Demolition of existing porch and the erection of new porch
with a pitched roof. Various fenestration changes. 29 Forge Croft Edenbridge Kent TN8 5BW
Ref. No: 15/01197/HOUSE
Members support this application.
Alterations to fenestration including removal of the downstairs window and replacement with bifolding doors; blocking up the downstairs door and small window in the extension; installation of
a door on the front of the extension that faces Mill Hill; bringing the upstairs bedroom in the
extension out in line with the rest of the building making the balcony smaller and removing the
current windows onto the balcony and installing French doors; blocking up the small window
currently to the right of the balcony. To enlarge the size of the current drive way in the back
garden and replace with new gravel driveway. To create a larger opening in the back garden wall
and put brick pillar on the other side instead of current wooden post. To install an electric gate on
the back wall for access to the drive. The removal of a small section of garden wall and carry the
fencing on in line with the house. To extend the wooden cladding to cover the whole of the
extension and repaint. Tanking of the basement and putting a glass cover where there is an
existing old coal shoot. To remove 2 internal walls and install a new wall. Eden Cottage Mill
Hill Edenbridge KENT TN8 5BU Ref. No: 15/00594/LBCALT
Members support this application, however have strong concerns about increasing the
surface of impervious material. If the Officer is mindful to approve the application,
members wish conditions to be applied requiring the extra parking area to be pervious to
rain water, plus soft landscaping in the concept of good design and wildlife friendly.
Alterations to fenestration including removal of the downstairs window and replacement with bifolding doors; blocking up the downstairs door and small window in the extension; installation of
a door on the front of the extension that faces Mill Hill; bringing the upstairs bedroom in the
extension out in line with the rest of the building making the balcony smaller and removing the
current windows onto the balcony and installing French doors; blocking up the small window
currently to the right of the balcony. To enlarge the size of the current drive way in the back
garden and replace with new gravel driveway. To create a larger opening in the back garden wall
and put brick pillar on the other side instead of current wooden post. To install an electric gate on
the back wall for access to the drive. The removal of a small section of garden wall and carry the
fencing on in line with the house. To extend the wooden cladding to cover the whole of the
extension and repaint. Tanking of the basement and putting a glass cover where there is an
existing old coal shoot. To remove 2 internal walls and install a new wall. Eden Cottage Mill
Hill Edenbridge KENT TN8 5BU Ref. No: 15/00593/HOUSE
Members support this application, however have strong concerns about increasing the
surface of impervious material. If the Officer is mindful to approve the application,
members wish conditions to be applied requiring the extra parking area to be pervious to
rain water, plus soft landscaping in the concept of good design and wildlife friendly.
Demolition of existing store/wc to no. 17. Erection of a two storey attached dwelling house with
front porch, erection of garage, cycle shed in rear garden. Hardstanding for parking. Installation
of photovoltaic panels. The erection of a single storey rear extension and porch to existing house
with photovoltaic panels. 17 Springfield Road Edenbridge KENT TN8 5HQ Ref. No:
15/01138/FUL
Members support this application, however have strong concerns about increasing the
surface of impervious material. If the Officer is mindful to approve the application,
members wish conditions to be applied requiring the extra parking area to be pervious to
rain water, plus soft landscaping in the concept of good design and wildlife friendly.
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Loft conversion with rear facing dormer. 24 Frant Field Edenbridge KENT TN8 5BB Ref.
No: 15/01181/LDCPR
Various work to trees (TPO). Edelweiss Swan Lane Edenbridge Kent TN8 6AT Ref. No:
15/01350/WTPO
9.

SDC PLANNING DECISIONS – noted

10.

PLANNING BUSINESS
10.1
Enforcement of Planning Control – Gabriels’s Farm Marsh Green Edenbridge
In October 2008 planning permission was refused in respect of “change of use of long barn to B8
storage and distribution” SE/08/02072. The current occupation of the building for this purpose
was in breach of planning control and the enforcement notification from SDC was noted.
10.2
Land north of railway line and west of St John’s Way, Edenbridge
Members were advised that an outline application for the above site was going to SDC
Development Control Committee on 28 May, with recommendation for approval subject to 35
conditions. Cllrs McGregor and Scholey would be attending as Town Council reps for the North
and East ward, Cllr Layland would be attending as a member of SDC, and a spokesman to
represent the Town Council was requested.

Resolved:

Cllr Bryant would attend on behalf of the Town Council.

10.3
London Paramount Public Consultation
Members noted a consultation was being held by London Paramount, for their proposed
Entertainment Resort on the Swanscombe Peninsula, and the possible implications for the wider
area.
11.

TRANSPORT BUSINESS
11.1
Road issues
11.1.1 Blocked storm water gullies
Cllr M McArthur was awaiting a response from KHS regarding the blocked gully outside
54 High Street, and planned action regarding the collapsed drain under
Lingfield Road/Crouch House Road. She was also awaiting information from Southern
Water regarding the blockages in sewage pipes in the High Street (corner of Lingfield
Road/outside Corrals) and the sewage junction under Mont St Aignan Way, and from the
Environment Agency regarding unusual field run-off in Crouch House Road, but at
present she had no further updates.
11.1.2 Highways Drainage & Flooding
The short guide for parish councils explaining KCC’s responsibilities for the
maintenance of the 5,400 miles of public highway, including 250,000 roadside drains and
associated drainage systems, was noted.
11.1.3 Signage for Market Yard car park
A request for improved signage had been passed to Kent Highways.
11.1.4 Parish drainage maps
Members were advised that the promised parish drainage maps were not available and
would not be provided – the current programme of scheduled gully cleansing for
Edenbridge was noted.
11.1.5 Obstruction by transporters delivering to Whitmore’s
Following complaints from residents and in response to her own observations, the
Community Warden, working with the PCSOs, had been in contact with Whitmore’s
garage over the obstruction caused by vehicle transporters parking on the main road
whilst delivering cars to their sites. Following recent correspondence with Vauxhall
Motors, members

Resolved:

to send a letter to their Director of Communications as proposed.
11.1.6 Road closures – noted
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Rail issues
11.2.1 KCC 7th Rail Summit
The 7th Rail Summit on Monday was held on 18 May in County Hall, Maidstone, but no
members were able to attend.

11.3

Aviation issues
11.3.1 High Weald Councils Aviation Action Group
The Town Council had been asked if it wished to join HWCAAG as full a voting
member, at a cost of £150 per annum plus a contribution towards the cost of the clerk for
the group. Cllr C Pearman recommended deferring a decision until after the group's next
meeting on the 2 June. In addition, pending the decision by the Davies Airports
Commission on the second runway, the work of ETC's Aviation Consultation Working
Group will be held in abeyance. Members

Resolved:

to delay a decision on whether to join HWCAAG as a full voting member.
11.3.2 GACC press release – noted

11.4
12.

Highways report – noted

PRESS RELEASE
There were no items on the agenda for which members wanted to issue a press release.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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