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Minutes of the EDENBRIDGE EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE held at Rickards Hall at 7.30 

pm on Monday 15 June 2015 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Present:  Cllrs M V McArthur (Vice-chairman), B Todd (Vice-chairman) J Chappell, Mrs J Davison, 

R Davison (ex officio),  A Layland, S McGregor (ex officio), A W M Robson; and B 

Brownless,  B Johnson, J Isherwood, C Lutley, John Martin, R Rooth, PCSO Lorny Booth 

 

In attendance:    K Staff  - Deputy Town Clerk,     K Tomsett  - SDC 

                                         

             There were three members of Emergency Response present, and no press. 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received, noted and accepted from Cllr T Bryant;  received from Anna 

McMillan, K Jefferies-Elliott, Guy Middleton, and T Norton. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

None were declared by the Councillors present. 

 

3.         Election of Chairman/Community Leader 

Cllr M V McArthur was proposed and seconded for the office, and there being no other 

nomination, it was 

 

Resolved: Cllr M V McArthur be unanimously elected as the Committee Chairman/Community 

Leader for the ensuing year. 

 

4. Election of Vice-chairman/Deputy Community Leader 

Cllr B Todd was proposed and seconded for the office, and there being no other 

nomination, it was 

 

Resolved:     Cllr B Todd be unanimously elected as the Committee Vice Chairman/Deputy     

                        Community Leader for the ensuing year 

 

5. Confirmation of Co-opted Members 

The list of the 23 individual names of proposed co-optees which had been circulated 

prior to the meeting was considered, and it was 

 

Resolved: the following be confirmed as co-opted members of the committee: 

 Mrs A McMillan Mrs S Eades  Mr R Rooth 

            Mr B Johnson              Mrs H Doyle                Ms K Jefferies-Elliott   

            Mr C Laver                  Mr J Martin  Mrs L Martin 

            Mr G Middleton           Mr T Norton         Mr D Sergeant     

            Mr S Mercer                 Mr C Lutley                 Mr J Harding 

 Mr D Johnson   Mr J Isherwood  Mr R Peters   

 Mrs S Wagland             Mr M Sanderson          Mr B Neville-Robinson 

Mrs H Burgess    Rev S Mitchell       

 

As the Emergency Responders group was growing, and had a member already on the 

committee, it was 

 

Resolved: that an update on group activity should be included at meetings under Information 

Exchange item.                                                        

 

6. To receive and sign minutes of the Emergency Planning Committee meeting held  

            2
nd

  February 2015 
 

Resolved: that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting 
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7. Financial matters 

Members noted the financial report for the first month of the financial year.  

 

8. Strategic overview of the Committee’s activities for 2015-16 

   8.1  Proposed training and education 

8.1.1 Leigh Flood Storage Area (Leigh flood barrier) 

Members noted Open Days will be taking place at this Environment Agency facility 

during the summer. It was  

 

Resolved:  to seek a group visit, and further information would be circulated 

 

8.1.2 Flood Warden training 

Members it was in their interest to receive flood warden training, and 

 

Resolved: the Chairman would investigate whether this could be provided locally 

 

8.1.3   Flood Warden seminar  

It was noted this would be available to all those who have undergone Flood Warden 

training, and it would be on November 14 in Maidstone. 

  

8.1.4 Flood Management Seminar October 21-22 2015 

Due to the high cost of this seminar in London, it was  

 

Resolved: that no delegate would be attend  

 

8.1.5  First Aid training  

An item raised during the meeting, and the majority of members were in favour of 

voluntary attendance at first aid training, as a useful adjunct of skills but not as part of 

EEPC ‘duties’. It was 

 

Resolved: the Chairman would investigate local provision with Emergency Responders 

   

  8.2  Communications equipment upgrade 

Members noted the required equipment had found funding, but the installation was still 

under discussion until testing had proved the most suitable location. The Chairman 

reminded the Committee that training to obtain an Amateur Radio Licence was highly 

recommended, and she would be arranging training sessions for all who would wish to 

take part, before the end of the year and information would be circulated. 

 

8.3  Volunteer Control Point. 

Members noted the options of the Sencio Leisure Centre, Rickards Hall or Edenbridge 

Men’s Club all remained as possible venues, depending on the nature, location and 

timing of an emergency.  

 

8.4  Audit of equipment 

Members considered replacement of a missing portable radio charger, and  

 

Resolved: to purchase a desk-top Yaesu FT-60e charger priced around £50. 

 

Members noted an audit of all equipment stored in Doggetts Barn was due, and Cllr R 

Davison, with C Lutley and B Brownless, agreed to assist in this task. 

 

8.5  Sandbag squad  

The set up of such a taskforce would require definition of purpose, risk assessments, 

manual handling training, and encouraging recruits. It was  

 

Resolved: Cllr Jo Chappell would head up a working group to progress this. 
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8.6  Communication with residents 

Members considered how this could be continued in conjunction with the Environment 

Agency and Sevenoaks District Council, being grateful to both agencies for their 

generous support to Edenbridge, and 

 

Resolved: to work with the Environment Agency and Sevenoaks District Council to raise flood 

awareness in late Autumn, through press releases and events, to showcase flood 

prevention kit, including flood-sax, and to produce information for residents.  

 

9. Edenbridge Multi-Agency Technical Group 

Following the first meeting of this group, the Chairman advised the committee that the 

Environment Agency would shortly begin contacting all riparian owners in the town to 

remind them of, and to clarify, their responsibilities. There were major problems with 

parts of the flood bund, and river banks, where owners had allowed plants to grow, or 

erected fences, seats and steps in contravention of their duties, and which threatened the 

integrity and stability of flood defences. Once letters had been sent out, a series of 

meetings was planned. The Chairman and other councillor members of the committee 

would be assisting with this. 

 

10.  Edenbridge Community Emergency Plan Revision 

The revised plan had been circulated following its recent re-design and update. This is a 

dynamic document which will be continually updated. It was suggested that there be a 

section for ‘recent lessons learned’, and that an Edenbridge War Memorial Hospital 

medical contact be added. The evolving plan would be available to all Committee 

members, although some appendices were confidential and would only be for use during 

an emergency.  

 

11. Information exchange: 

             11.1   Kent Police Service 

The Chairman welcomed the police representative to the meeting – although there was 

no update on this occasion. 

 

11.2   Kent Fire and Rescue Service 

The station manager for Edenbridge was not present, but it was noted that the local 

station training night was Monday and there were several new recruits currently 

undergoing training 

 

11.3   Sevenoaks District Council Emergency Planning Officer  

The SDC EPO reported that a flood plan for the Darent villages was being developed and 

to assist this, a desk-top training exercise would be held on 7 September at SDC offices 

from 1.30 pm. An invitation was issued to any Committee member wishing to attend.  

The Chairman will circulate a reminder.  

 

   11.4  Edenbridge Community First Responders 

Members noted currently four fully trained responders were available for Edenbridge and 

the surrounding villages, with more recruits being trained during this summer. 

 

12. Date and venue of next meeting 

Monday 2
nd

 November 2015 at Rickards Hall 7.30 pm 

 

13.        Press Release 

Information on the topics discussed at the meeting would be released in due course to 

raise awareness of flood bund activity, and the flood defence actions individuals can 

take. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.10 pm. 


