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Minutes of the Meeting of the OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE held in Rickards Hall at 8pm on 

Monday 20
th

 July 2015 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Present: Cllrs J Barnett, T Bryant (Vice-chairman), R Davison (ex officio), A Layland 

(Chairman), S McGregor (ex officio), M Robson, J Scholey, and B Todd.                             

   

In attendance: K Staff – Deputy Clerk     C Lane – Town Clerk     L Thompsett – Head Groundsman             

                         G Ward and K Winfield (consultants) 

There were two members of the public present and no press. 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

V Maynard (business)  

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST, OR PREDETERMINATIONS 
 Cllr Layland declared an interest in item 6.6 being a supporter of the Bonfire Society 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting 

 
3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

The social captain of the Bonfire Society explained the aim of the proposed event in Stangrove 
Park on 29

th
 August to bring together a wide variety of community groups, fundraising and 

publicising the range of activities taking place in Edenbridge. 
 

The Chairman re-opened the meeting 
 

4. TO RECEIVE AND SIGN MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 1
st
 June 

2015 
 

Resolved: that the minutes be signed by the committee Chairman as a true and accurate record of 

the meeting. 

  
5. TO RECEIVE ANALYSIS OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE’S RECEIPTS AND 

 PAYMENTS TO 31
st
 May 2015 

Members noted the position two months into the financial year 2015-16, budget comparisons 
already approved at June Finance Committee.  

 

6. CORRESPONDENCE                                                             
6.1 Response from Friends of Edens Meadows re: Marsh Green project 
Members considered the FOEM response to committee’s decision last meeting, and also the 
result from an e-mail circulated by the chairman of Marsh Green Residents Association 
seeking residents’ response to the proposal. Given that the residents’ replies were 62%-38% 
against the proposal to recreate meadow on part of the Green, although members 
thought it was a good project in principle, it was 
 

Resolved: the Green at Marsh Green was not the right location for the project.  
 
6.2 West Kent Extra re: football coaching course 
Members noted the information publicising a new use of Nomads’ facilities. 
 
6.3 Kent Wildlife Trust re: Festival of Wildlife 
Members noted the information for the event on 15/16 August in Sevenoaks. 
 
6.4 Commonwealth War Graves Commission re: maintenance arrangement 
Members considered the letter from the CWGC, and noted that the terms of the agreement 
were adhered to as specified by CWGC. It was 
 

Resolved:  to respond to CWGC accordingly, and send also a photograph as evidence of the 
groundstaff’s ongoing care of the War Graves in the Cemetery.   

 
6.5 Edenbridge Club re: tree maintenance 
Members considered a request for reduction of the beech tree in the Churchyard adjacent to 
the Club’s garden, and 
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Resolved: to ask the Council’s tree contractor to inspect the tree and report, with costings. 
 

6.6 Requests for community events use of open spaces 
Members considered West Kent Extra’s request to hold a Community Sports Day at the 
Recreation Ground on 15

th
 August, with Rugby Club’s support in providing use of their 

facilities.  It was 
 

Resolved: to permit this hiring free of charge, subject to completion of a Hire Agreement and its 
Standard Conditions being met.  

 
Members considered the Bonfire Society’s request to use the front part of Stangrove Park on 
the Saturday of August Bank Holiday weekend (29

th
) for a summer fete to bring the 

community together – local organisations, charities, and small businesses. It was 
 

Resolved: to permit this hiring free of charge, subject to completion of a Hire Agreement and its 
Standard Conditions being met 

 
7. HEAD GROUNDSMAN’S REPORT     

 7.1 Routine and seasonal work 

Members noted the groundstaff work during June/July 

                                                         

7.2 Groundstaff activity 

Members noted the activity including the outcome of the summer headstone check was no 

new additions of unstable memorials. 

 

8. OPEN SPACES BUSINESS FOR DECISION 

8.1 To receive the Burial Report 

Members noted the burial report as follows, updating the record of Cemetery activity: 

May 2014                                             June 2014    
Two internments of ashes                     Two interments of ashes              

            One Grant of Right purchased 
 
In line with the decision at the last meeting, the chairman and deputy clerk accepted the 
costing from True Build to carry out repairs to the Cemetery Wall coping, at a cost of £845 
plus VAT.  

                                                                                                   

8.2 To receive the annual sites monitoring report and consider items arising 

Members considered the updated Action Plan following the annual monitoring tour, and Cllr J 

Barnett offered to monitor Marsh Green which was inaccessible on the day due to road works 

closure. Aa number of items were shown requiring members’ decision on the way forward, 

and at what timescale – linked to the content of the draft 10 Year Maintenance Plan at item 8.6 

below.  It was 

 

Resolved: to amend the Action Plan following discussion of the 10 Year Plan, and meanwhile 

to publicise the need for Doggetts Courtyard replacement seating seeking potential 

donors, and to approach Kent Men of the Trees regarding help with preparing a  

management programme for Millennium Wood at Mowshurst. 

 

8.3  To Review the Open Spaces Risk Assessment  

Members reviewed the Open Spaces Risk Assessment and confirmed its contents. 

 

8.4 To consider costings for tree works 

Members noted the Priority 2 tree works commenced on 7
th
 July. A notice from KCC soft 

landscape team regarding pruning of roadside trees along Marsh Green was covered by the 

works already scheduled. The Head Groundsman had inspected the Red Oak in the Cemetery 

and confirmed that he did not believe it required any works at this time. The SDC tree officer 

had given permission for the works in the Churchyard in the Conservation Area.  

 

Members considered the recommendations resulting from the outstanding resistograph tests on 

three Priority 1 trees and  
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Resolved:  the following works to be carried out immediately: Marsh Green, T117 Oak  – reduce 

height by 8m and lateral growth 4/5m (40%) at £650.00, Cemetery: T1667 Robinia  – 

fell and stump grind at £450.00; Stangrove Park, T1796 Oak – reduce height by 11m,                                                                                     

and lateral growth 6m (40%) at £750, and as this expenditure would result in the 

annual tree works budget being exceeded,  to refer to Council to decide where the 

funding should come from.  

  

Members considered the contractor’s observations following the Priority 1 works in Stangrove 

Park, as follows, and  

 

Resolved: to ask the contractor to provide costings to replace clamps for cable bracing on 

T1760 (Austrian Pine), to reduce T1761 (Oak) by 25% due to the large volume of 

deadwood removed, and to reduce or fell T1849 (Sycamore) where scarring was noted 

at the union.  

 

8.5 To consider future action to protect Marsh Green 
Members considered notes from a meeting of three councillors with members of Marsh Green 

Residents Association to consider a way forward. It was noted there was no support in the 

village for any extra physical preventative measures. Residents were considering setting up a 

Neighbourhood Watch, and the SDC liaison officer had been asked for clarification on the 

process for cross-border receiving and sharing of information regarding traveller movements. 

His reply was awaited. The Town Clerk had been asked to contribute to an SDC review of its 

procedural guide for management of unauthorised encampments. It was 

  

Resolved: not to pursue the suggestion of a meeting with other councils who have experience of 

unauthorised encampment at this stage. 

 

8.6 To consider the draft Open Spaces 10 Year Maintenance Plan 

Members received the draft Open Spaces 10 Year Plan completed by Council’s chosen 

contractors, who were present to answer questions and receive comments. Following a 

meeting of the Chairman, Clerk, Head Groundsman, and Deputy Clerk, a number of decisions 

were identified being required from members, regarding resources and timings for 

recommended works. It was 

 

Resolved: to form a small Working Group to consider these issues, comprising Cllrs Layland, 

Bryant, Todd and Scholey, with the Head Groundsman and Deputy Clerk. 

 

8.7 To consider refurbishment of Spitals Cross Playground 

Members noted painting of the equipment was carried out at the beginning of the month. They 

considered the results of community consultation carried out by West Kent Extra on possible 

future play equipment, based on the return of 68 questionnaires. It was  

 

Resolved: to continue catering for age range up to 13 years, with a separate toddler section 

included, and work to a budget of £75K-£80K ; to arrange a meeting with the WKE 

Fundraising Co-ordinator, and that Cllrs Barnett and Bryant would work with the 

Deputy Clerk to draw up a specification for the playground project. 

 

8.8 To receive a report on the Assets Register and consider visiting SALTEX 

Members considered items on the Assets Register past or approaching expected end of life 

date, and  

 

Resolved: to replace three pieces of equipment –  a small Stihl strimmer, a Stihl hedgecutter, and 

a Hayter Harrier mower to be replaced with a Honda 21” equivalent model, and that 

the trailer should receive a full service. 

                                     

Members discussed whether to attend this year’s SALTEX exhibition, now in November and 

in Birmingham at NEC, and 

 

Resolved: not to attend the event this year.                                                      
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8.9     To receive a report on the Youth Outdoor Facilities Review, and approve skate 

ramp repair 

Members noted the committee chairman’s report from a meeting with members of the Youth 

Forum was presented to July Council. The young people are investigating the feasibility of 

revamping the skate facility and will report their findings in due course. Works to maintain 

safety and condition of the existing ramps, in response to the Head Groundsman’s concerns 

and subsequent inspection by the constructor, were referred to the committee chairman and 

vice-chairman in line with Financial Regulations, and they approved all the recommendations. 

It was 

 

Resolved:  to endorse the expenditure on five worn surface sheets, and five others which would 

soon need replacing, also timber-treating for the whole surface to increase its life 

expectancy, for a total of £1,795 plus VAT.  

 

8.10 To consider parking availability on the Recreation Ground 

Members considered the issue of increased activity at the Recreation Ground putting pressure 

on available parking, which had been raised by the Rugby Club.  It was 

 

Resolved: to consult SDC Planning officers whether additional parking would be a possibility on 

this Green Belt site, and if so ask the Rugby Club for their suggested location.  

 

Members noted that Rugby Club had requested no change to the pitches layout for the 

forthcoming season, and it was 

 

Resolved: the pitches layout at the Recreation Ground would remain as for last season. 

 

8.11 To approve additional line-marking and consider overnight parking Market 

Yard 

Members noted the two new disabled access parking bays had been added to the car park.  An 

unexpected opportunity to refresh the faded directional signs in the car park arose last month. 

As a traffic safety issue, this was referred to the committee chairman in line with Financial 

Regulations, and he approved the re-marking at a good value price of £756 plus VAT.  It was 

 

Resolved: to endorse the expenditure of £765 plus VAT for re-marking 10 long arrows, all 

direction wording, existing disabled parking bays, and the triangle hatching at the 

entrance.  

 

Members considered the issue of overnight parking referred from the June meeting of 

Planning and Transportation committee, and it was  

 

Resolved: not to amend the Byelaws to include Market Yard car park 

  
8.12 To review the condition of Council’s flags  
Members considered this item referred from July Council meeting and noted that an 
alternative Union flag in good condition had been located in storage. It was  
 

Resolved: that both the Union and the St George’s flag should be cleaned. 

 

9. TO NOTE THE GENERAL REPORT OF OPEN SPACES ACTIVITY 
   Members noted that Eden Christian Trust had approached SDC’s senior parking and 

amenities officer who agreed a planting project on green spaces at Spitals Cross, also some 
vegetation clearance around The Pen. Members also noted the dates for Family Fun Days 
sessions in Stangrove Park on Thursday afternoon in August, that an amended quote for the 
path repair in Stangrove Park was still awaited, and annual maintenance of the three 
pumping installations on Council premises was scheduled for next month. 
 

10. PRESS RELEASE 
 A request for new donated benches for Doggetts Courtyard to be the subject of a Press Release 

 

The meeting closed at 10.10 pm 


