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Minutes of the Council Meeting of EDENBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL held in Rickards Hall at 8pm 

on Monday 14 December 2015 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Present:  Cllrs J Barnett, Mrs J Davison, R Davison (Vice Chairman), A Layland, V Maynard, M 

Robson, S McGregor (Chairman) B Orridge, C Pearman, J Scholey and J Wooltorton. 

 

In attendance:  Christine Lane (Town Clerk), no members of the public and no press. 

 

 

     AGENDA 

 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
            Apologies for absence were received, noted and accepted from Cllrs T Bryant (work commitment), 

J Chappell (work commitment), M McArthur (unwell) and B Todd, (personal engagement). 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION  
Cllr J Scholey declared an interest in planning application SE/15/03069/FUL being a near 

neighbour.  

  

The District Council members stated that although they would be considering planning 

applications at this meeting they would be reconsidering them at the district level, taking into 

account all relevant evidence and representations there.  

 

The meeting was closed 

 

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS  

Cllr J Scholey spoke as a resident and outlined the continuing issues he has with the retrospective 

plan now before the council for consideration.  

 

The meeting was reopened 

  

4. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9 November 2015  

Resolved:  that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday  9 November 2015 be duly signed 

by the Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR REPORT AND NOT ELSEWHERE 

ON THE AGENDA  

 5.1 Staff Training 

It was noted that following discussions between the Clerk and Cllrs A Layland and C Pearman, 

four one-to-one training sessions had been offered to a member of the groundstaff to help him 

improve his skills and develop his career.  

 

5.2 Edenbridge Community Infrastructure Levy Board 

 

Resolved: that Cllr A Layland be added to the members of the Edenbridge Community Infrastructure 

Board.  

     

6. TO CONSIDER THE CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

 Planning Applications for consideration 

 

Erection of a single storey rear extension. Pilrig Main Road Edenbridge KENT TN8 6JA 

Ref. No: 15/03752/HOUSE  

  Members support this application 
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Demolition of existing extensions and erection of two storey side and single storey rear extensions 

with rear projecting canopy. New front porch canopy. Removal of chimney. Moonrakers Station 

Road Edenbridge Kent TN8 5NB Ref. No: 15/03736/HOUSE  

 

  Members support this application 

 

Conversion of roof space into habitable rooms with front and rear dormers. Conversion of garage 

into habitable rooms. Erection of porch and internal alterations. Alteration of external facing 

material from brickwork to render. 2A Ridge Way Edenbridge Kent TN8 6AR Ref. No: 

5/03663/HOUSE  

 

Members support this application 

 

Erection of a single storey rear extension.Stangrove House Crouch House Road Edenbridge 

Kent TN8 5EH Ref. No: 15/03590/HOUSE  

 

  Members support this application 

 

Refurbishment of existing Showroom (Harwoods), erection of extension to the existing Workshop, 

site-wide enhancements and improved landscaping through the removal of the Fuel Depot 

facility.Shell Gas Depot And Harwoods Hartfield Road Edenbridge Kent TN8 5NG Ref. No: 

15/03478/FUL  

  

  Members support this application 

Minor material amendment to application SE/14/01153/FUL (Erection of six No three bedroom 

dwellinghouses comprises four properties of two storey design and two properties of part single, 

part chalet style design with parking and associated landscaping) to omit single storey extensions, 

increase number of parking spaces and make fenestration alterations. Site Of Edenbridge Bowling 

Club Grange Close Edenbridge Kent TN8 5LT Ref. No: 15/03410/MMA  

 

  Members support this application 

 

Cllr J Scholey left the meeting 

 

Erection of a detached chalet style house and detached car port with creation of access/driveway 

and area of decking to rear (dwelling already built) Land South Of Amberwood And Edelweiss 

Swan Lane Edenbridge Kent TN8 6AT Ref. No: 15/03069/FUL  

 

Cllr J Scholey rejoined the meeting 

  Members object to the height of the proposed development 

Erection of a single storey rear extension woth flat roof with rooflights.  Installation of dormer to 

the rear 76 Hever Road Edenbridge Kent TN8 5DJ SE/15/03419HOUSE 

  Members support this application 

For information 

Details pursuant to condition 3 (window details) of planning permission SE/15/01490/LBCALT. 

Edenbridge Bookshop 79 High Street Edenbridge KENT TN8 5AU Ref. No: 

15/03857/DETAIL - noted |  

 

Details pursuant to condition 4 (materials) of planning permission SE/15/01490/LBCALT. 

Edenbridge Bookshop 79 High Street Edenbridge KENT TN8 5AU  

Ref. No: 15/03870/DETAIL – noted 

 



Edenbridge Town Council/Council Meeting December  2015  Page 3 

 

- 8289 - 

 

7. TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING REPORTS 

 7.1 Emergency Planning, 2 November 

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr R Davison be adopted. 

 

 7.2 Open Spaces, 16 November 

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr R Davison be adopted. 

 

 7.3 Planning and Transportation, 23 November 

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr R Davison be adopted. 

 

 7.4 Finance Committee, 23 November  

 

Following the inclusion of Cllrs Mrs J Davison, R Davison and B Todd to those giving apologies 

for absence, 

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr R Davison be adopted. 

 

 7.5 County Councillor’s Update November - noted 

 

7.6 Working Group / Delegate Reports / Clerk’s and Officers’ Reports 

7.6.1 NALC  Communities Can - Larger Local Councils Conference & Exhibition  
Cllr A Layland encouraged all members to look for opportunities in line with the document 

Modelling  Devolution, which he had been impressed with at the conference.   

 

 7.6.2 Clerk’s Reports - noted 

 

8. OTHER BUSINESS  

 8.1 Items referred from Committees for decision  

8.1.1 Replacement Flashing Speed Sign or speed camera/Unsuitable for vehicles – November 

Planning and Transportation 9.1.1 

Members considered the case put forward by Cllr B Todd for a replacement flashing speed sign at 

the northern entrance to the town and were advised that the grant application to the Community 

Safety Partnership had been successful and £2,000 had been offered.  

 

Resolved: that the sign should be purchased, with the balance of the funding be taken from the 

Council’s Depreciation Fund.  The sign to be added to the Assets Register so that funding 

for its future replacement would be available when needed.  

 

Following the suggestion raised at Planning and Transportation, members considered the costs 

obtained for signs stating ‘unsuitable for HGV’ for the High Street.  Signs would be needed at both 

ends of the High Street at an approximate cost of £926.  

 

Resolved: that interested members should record incidents of HGV vehicles seen entering the High 

Street and where possible their purpose, e.g. if they are delivering or passing straight 

through. The data to be provided to the Clerk in time for the Planning and Transportation 

meeting in February, when members would revisit the suggestion again.  

 

 8.2 Environmental Assessment 2015 

Following advice from the Council’s Health & Safety Advisor, the final statement on the Council’s 

Environmental Policy had been removed.  

 

‘Where risks cannot be eliminated they will be minimized by substitution, use of physical 

controls or, as a last resort, through systems of work’  

 

The Council will continue to carry out mitigation measures but this particular statement cannot be 

upheld legally.  
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 Environmental Assessment Report 2015 

 Members noted the amendment to the policy.  The continued success of the solar power generation 

system installed at the cemetery depot was noted, along with the rain water harvesting.  

  

Future projects are to be considered as lighting technology improves, to increase energy savings by 

the use of new technologies like LED (Light Emitting Diode) lamps, as they become more 

affordable.  

 

Upon completion of the most recent STEM environmental award training, the Council now has 

Silver Stem accreditation. 

  

 8.3  Annual Town Meeting 18 April 2016 

Members noted that the Annual Town Meeting is to take place at 8pm in the W.I. Hall on Monday 

18 April and  

 

Resolved:  that  the usual representatives from District and County Council and the Police should be  

invited to make short presentations and to take questions, in addition to the Chairman.  The 

Neighbourhood Plan Group to be invited to make a presentation and have a display. 

  

Resolved:  Members proposed that different groups and local organisations should be asked to host  

displays, and to try to attract a wider attendance by sending personal ‘invitations’ to a 

small number of randomly selected residents to try to raise awareness of the Council 

activities.  

 

 8.4 Edenbridge Priority Matrix 

Members considered  the draft of the Edenbridge Priority Matrix prepared by Cllrs Mrs J Davison, 

A Layland and B Todd to assist in the budget setting process. They were thanked for their efforts 

and a few more activities were added to the list. Members   

 

Resolved: to adopt the matrix, subject to the addition of the suggested items.  

 

 8.5 Business development meeting 

The email explaining what Tom Tugendhat MP was hoping to achieve out of the meeting planned 

for 15 January had been circulated. Guests had been invited and Cllr S McGregor would put 

together the Agenda nearer the time.  

 

 8.6 Resurfacing of pathway Crouch House Road  

Concerns of the residents living in Crouch House Road, who had been contacted by West Kent 

Housing regarding resurfacing works to be carried out to the shared alleyway at the rear of the 

properties, were outlined. On their behalf, Cllrs Margot McArthur and Alan Layland took up their 

case and objected to the manner of the approach and the costs involved.   

 

Resolved: that the Clerk should respond expressing Council’s concern and supporting the actions 

already taken by the district members and the MP.  

 

 8.7 SLCC Regional Road Show – Chatham 3 February 2016 

 

Resolved: the Clerk, Deputy Clerk and the Chairman should attend the SLCC Regional Roadshow 

taking place at the Bridgewater Manor Hotel in Chatham on Wednesday 3 February and, if 

possible, take advantage of the early bird fee of £69 + VAT,  three for two offer or deals 

for first timers.  

 

 8.8 Local Plan Placemaker Workshop, Tuesday 26 January, Rickards Hall  

Sevenoaks District Council is preparing a new Local Plan to cover the period up to 2035.  This 

policy document will be used to guide where and when development will happen.  It will allocate 

land for open space, housing, employment and other types of development.   
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Resolved: that Cllrs R Davison, A Layland and the Clerk should attend the Local Plan Placemaking 

Workshop at Rickards Hall on Tuesday 26 January at 7.30pm  

 

 8.9 Edenbridge Defibrillator 

Members noted the good news that the First Responders had found a location for the Edenbridge 

Defibrillator and were intending to get it installed. There is currently a question over the suitability 

of the casing for outdoor use and they were seeking funding.  It is possible that a more 

substantial/waterproof casing will be needed at an approximate cost of £400.  

 

Resolved: to advise the group that if they are unable to fund the project themselves, they should 

consider an application to the Great Stone Bridge Trust, or failing that through the 

Council’s Grant Application Fund.  

 

8.10 Sainsbury Update 

Sainsbury’s had confirmed  that progress was being made but they are not yet in a position to make 

any announcements. They hope to be able to do so early in 2016. 

 

 8.11 Volunteer Support Warden  

 Members noted the documentation on the scheme but did not wish to apply at this point. 

  

 8.12 Neighbourhood Plan Update 

Members considered the latest report from the group, which included the receipt of a grant of 8K 

toward the further development of the policies and for consultation with local households. The 

results of the work of the task groups was reported, along with the developing policies from the 

housing, environment, economy and infrastructure and health/learning/well-being groups. 

 

The consultants working with the local GPs and health trusts on possible new medical facilities for 

the town had updated the Steering Group, and offered a briefing for the Town Council members.  

 

Resolved: to invite the Doctors and the developers to brief the Council at 7pm on Monday 21 

December.  

 

 8.13 Planning Appeal, Skinners Lane Solar Farm SE/14/03361/FUL 

 

Resolved: that Cllr Mrs J Davison or the Clerk should represent the Town Council at the hearing 

which was expected to last two days.  Cllrs S McGregor or J Scholey would speak on 

behalf of the District.  The Council had objected to the proposal.  

 

 8.14 Kent Fire and Rescue, Safety and Wellbeing plan 2016-2018 

Kent Fire and Rescue Service had issued a consultation on its Safety and Wellbeing Plan 2016-18.  

 

Resolved: that members should advise the Clerk of any comment they wished to submit.  

 

9. FOR INFORMATION 

 9.1 Fly tippers jailed 

Members welcomed the news that two fly tippers had been imprisoned for a total of 8 years.   

 

9.2 Councillor and Staff Training 

It was noted that staff have recently completed a number of training courses run by Ellis Whittam  

Unfortunately the toilet cleaner was unable to attend the sessions.  

Health & Safety Fire Warden  

Health & Safety Grounds Maintenance Refresher  

Health & Safety Working at Height  

Health & Safety Display Screen Equipment  

Health & Safety Lone Working 

Manual Handling  
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9.3 New Year Honours 2017 

Members noted the deadline for nominations of 4 February 2016, details available at the Town 

Council. 

 

  9.4 Health Trainer/ Sexual Health Nurse 

Members were encouraged to support the Health Trainer, provided by Kent Community NHS 

Trust, to support and empower people to improve their health. She is based at the Eden Centre and 

can offer free and confidential one hour sessions to assist with weight loss, healthy eating, stress, 

alcohol and drugs issues. Appointments can be booked on 03001231220 (Option 3). They also 

welcomed Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust initiative to provid a Sexual Health Nurse, 

who to work from the Eden Centre.   

 

 9.5 Edenbridge Partnership - Survey  

The Council’s response to the Edenbridge Partnership survey, to gauge the amount of support for 

community activities, was circulated. 

 

 9.6 Fire Station thanks 

Lee Able, Kent Fire and Rescue, had emailed his thanks for the hard work the Council had put into 

helping with the recruitment process and for those taking the time to attend the celebration.  

   

10. PRESS RELEASE 

Members wished Cllr B Todd to issue a press release once the process and timescale for the 

reinstatement of the flashing  speed sign was known.   

 

 

The meeting ended at 9.50pm 


