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FLOODING UPDATE  –  JANUARY 2016  

 

You will no doubt have seen the TV reports of flooding in the north and, although the 

recent heavy rain did not cause property flooding here, this seems a good time to 

update you about the flood preparations in Edenbridge, and to offer tips on how you 

as an occupier can prepare and protect yourself against flooding. 

                                                                                                        

Edenbridge has been preparing for bad weather: 

 

 During the summer, drains and culverts have been cleared to 

improve the run-off of surface water. Flood defences have been 

repaired and strengthened where necessary. 

 Please let us know if you spot a blocked drain, or any damage to the flood 

defences.  

 Any interference with the flood defences, such as cutting in to the embankments, 

will weaken them and may increase the risk of severe flooding. 

 Edenbridge has a well-developed community plan which has been praised by the 

Environment Agency. The Edenbridge Emergency Planning Committee has 

continued to meet throughout the year, and additional volunteer flood wardens 

have been trained. 

 

How you can also prepare:                                                

 

 Tell us now about vulnerable people who might need assistance in an emergency - 

please contact Edenbridge Town Council on 01732 865368.  

 Keep a copy of the ‘I’m prepared for flooding’ information pack, delivered to you 

earlier in the year, in a handy place. This explains how Edenbridge is at risk and 

gives tips on how to prepare. Copies are available from Edenbridge Town Council 

offices. 

 Make a list of essential documents and items you will need to take with you in an 

emergency, and keep a waterproof ‘grab bag’ in a handy place. 

 Register for Flood Alerts and Warnings with the Environment Agency by calling 

Floodline on 0345 988 1188, or register online at www.environment-

agency.gov.uk  Be sure to register your mobile telephone number as well as your 

landline. 

 You can sign up to follow us on Twitter at EdenbridgeTownClerk@Eden 

bridgeTC. In an emergency situation we will use this Twitter feed to update 

residents. 

 You can monitor the level of the River Eden at https://flood-warning-

information.service.gov.uk  
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Council offices:      Doggetts Barn, 72A High Street, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 5AR 

Office hours:  Monday – Friday  9.00am – 5.00pm     Tel: (01732) 865368      Fax: (01732) 866749     

Email: townclerk@edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk Web: www.edenbridgetc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

Protect your own property: 

 

 Please remember that the first priority is to protect people. As an occupier, you are 

responsible for protecting your own property. 

 

 Remember that demand for sandbags may outstrip supply. Available stocks will 

be directed to the most vulnerable properties.                                                 

                                                                                                       

 Consider storing your own supply of sand and bags. 

  

 Alternatively there are ‘FloodSax’, which 

are   very lightweight and easy to store until 

needed.  

 

 They contain a gel that absorbs water in 

about three minutes, and once wet the sacks 

are designed to mould into doorways and act 

like sandbags to keep water out. 

A standard door will need five, plus some 

plastic sheeting. If unopened they will keep 

for five years.  

 

 These can be purchased on-line or ordered 

directly from Edenbridge Town Council at a 

special rate of £25 per five-pack. 

 

 Air brick covers and flood gates are also 

worth considering. Other home protection measures are shown on the National 

Flood Forum website: www.nationalfloodforum.org.uk 

 

In the event of a flood emergency: 

 

 We will do our best to keep you informed. Flood wardens and/or emergency 

services will attempt to call on the properties most at risk. 

 Follow any instructions you are given. Respond immediately. Emergency 

situations can get worse very quickly and you may not receive another visit.  

 Keep out of flood waters. These may be contaminated with sewage, and may hide 

dangers such as missing drain hole covers.  

 Remember moving water is very powerful. Even ankle deep water can sweep you 

off your feet. Keep off the bridges, keep away from river banks, and keep dogs 

safe on leads. 

 

Councillor Margot McArthur    

Community Emergency Co-ordinator                           cllrmvmcarthur@aol.com   
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