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Minutes of the Council Meeting of EDENBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL held in Rickards Hall at 

7.30pm on Monday 12 December 2016 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Present:  Cllrs J Barnett,  Mrs J Davison, R Davison (Vice Chairman), A Layland, S McGregor 

(Chairman), M McArthur, C Pearman, M Robson, B Orridge, B Todd, and J Scholey 

 

In attendance:   C Lane (Town Clerk), no members of the press and one member of the public 

 

  

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies for absence were received, noted and accepted from Cllrs T Bryant (unwell), R Bell 

(work commitment), V Maynard (business), and J Wooltorton (business commitment).   

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION  
The District Council members stated that although they would be considering planning 

applications at this meeting they would be reconsidering them at the district level, taking into 

account all relevant evidence and representations there.  

 

The meeting was adjourned 

 

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS  
One member of the public expressed his concerns regarding the Planning Application for Barn 

Cottage.  He challenged the opinion taken by the Planning Inspector at the inquiry that the proposal 

would not result in loss of light to 47 Manor House Gardens, which had proven to be factually 

incorrect.  He requested Council’s support to refuse the application, which he believes appears to 

have only been submitted to avoid the affordable housing contribution, on the original grounds, 

plus the overshadowing.   

 

The meeting was reconvened 

  

4.           TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14 NOVEMBER 2016 

Resolved:  that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 14 November 2016 be duly 

signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR REPORT AND NOT ELSEWHERE 

ON THE AGENDA  

 5.1 BT Phone Boxes 

SDC had advised that will be carrying out a formal consultation shortly on the removal of the 

phone boxes.  Marsh Green Residents Association is in negotiations with BT over the possible 

takeover of the box, outside the former Wheatsheaf Inn, to house a defibrillator. 

 

Resolved:  to purchase the box for £1 if Marsh Green Residents are unable to do so themselves.  

   

6. TO CONSIDER THE CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

Planning Applications for consideration 

Non material amendment to SE/13/00134/FUL.Land At Station Road & Fircroft Way Edenbridge 

TN8 6HQ Ref. No: 16/03640/NMA  

 

Members support this application providing any negative environmental issues are 

considered.  
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Demolition of existing house on the site of Barn Cottage, clearance of site and erection of two 3 

bedroom detached houses. Barn Cottage Crouch House Road Edenbridge KENT TN8 5ED 

Ref. No: 16/03003/FUL      

Members were uncertain if this application was a retrospective application to remove the 

condition requiring an affordable housing payment, or a new application. It has responded 

to both. 

If it is retrospective Members object to the removal of the affordable housing element, as it 

was one of the reasons stated by the Inspector for it being granted. 

If it is a new application Members strongly object to it as they consider it to be bulky 

compared to the surround properties, and out of keeping with the area. It is considered 

detrimental to the street scene.  The size and bulk will cause loss of light, and be 

overbearing on the properties on Crouch House Road, most particularly Manor House 

Gardens.  This is now proven as, since the houses have been built, 27 Manor House 

Gardens has experienced loss of light in their lounge and conservatory between 11.30 and 

13.30 during November.  

 

Members would require this new application to meet the latest Kent Flood Risk Assessment 

Management Policy as Crouch House Road has a 300mm combined surface water and 

sewage drainage system, which has proved inadequate and led to flooding on 24 

December 2013, 14 February 2014 and in November 2016.  

 

The site is located on a bend and the increased traffic movements should be carefully 

analysed by Kent Highways.  The intention to replace a bungalow with two large and very 

high properties is unacceptable, and the members continue to strongly object to this 

development.  

 

Vehicle crossover. 72 Lingfield Road Edenbridge KENT TN8 5DZ 

Ref. No: 16/03396/HOUSE  

 Members support this application 

1 x reduction to low limbs of Oak by 3m Old Church House Marsh Green Road Marsh Green 

Edenbridge KENT TN8 5PT Ref. No: 16/03569/ 

 

 Members support this application 

 

Addition of dormer to rear roof of property to incorporate a new loft conversion. 

Yew Cottage Hilders Lane Edenbridge KENT TN8 6LD Ref. No: 16/03529/LDCPR, noted 

 

Erection of an outbuilding within the curtilage of a residential dwellinghouse. Okdene 5 Delaware 

Cottages Hever Road Edenbridge KENT TN8 7LD Ref. No: 16/03518/LDCPR, noted  

 

7. TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING REPORTS 

 7.1 Open Spaces, 21 November 

Members wished the committee to revisit the possibility of allowing Geocash locations into the 

Millenium Wood at its next meeting rather than waiting six months, following this decision it was  

  

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr A Layland be adopted. 

 

 7.2 Planning and Transportation, 28 November 

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr S McGregor be adopted. 

 

  



Edenbridge Town Council/Council Meeting December 2016  Page 3 

 

 

 

- 8535 - 

 

7.3 Finance Committee, 28 November  

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr S McGregor be adopted. 

      

 7.4 County Councillor’s Update December, nothing to report 

 

 7.5 Working Group / Delegate Reports / Clerk’s and Officers’ Reports 

  7.5.1  CIL Board, 10 November 

Members noted that the CIL Board has identified the Market Yard Toilets as the 

infrastructure most in need of investment and has commissioned the Building Manager and 

the Clerk to obtain quotes for a major refurbishment of the building.    

 

 8. OTHER BUSINESS  

 8.1 Items referred from Committees for decision  

  8.1.1    P&T  Nov 8.1  Proposed changes to notification of planning applications 

It was noted that the budget saving proposal, from the District Council, to stop provision of 

paper copies of planning applications to the Town and Parish Councils had been 

withdrawn.  However, it was  

 

Resolved:  that Cllrs S McGregor, John Scholey and the Clerk should meet late spring to 

consider if any changes are necessary to enable the Office to adapt to the concept 

of a paperless environment, which is becoming more prevalent. 

 

 8.2 Environmental Assessment 2016 

Members noted the Environmental Assessment for 2016 and were pleased to see the progress being 

made.  

 

 8.3  Annual Town Meeting 

Members considered the resident’s suggestion to change the format of the Annual Town Meeting 

to include detailed financial reports, and discussion from County District and Town Councillors on 

their financial plans. 

 

Members felt that this format was unlikely to appeal to a wide section of the residents and as 

financial information is fully disclosed on the Council’s website, it was unnecessary.  It was 

however 

 

Resolved: that a group of Councillors should meet, in January, to consider and decide what format 

and style the meeting should take.  Cllrs M McArthur, S McGregor, C Pearman and R 

Davison volunteered to be part of the group.  The Clerk was requested to write to the 

resident explaining how he can access the information he requires and to advise him that he 

has an opportunity to raise questions directly at Chairman’s Surgery, or via his public 

rights allowed under the Audit process.  

  

 8.4 Edenbridge Priority Matrix Review 

No new services have been undertaken this year and the Matrix was adopted unamended.  

 

 8.5 Open Spaces Committee – Vacancy 

Cllr John Scholey has advised that he wishes to stand down as a member of the Open Spaces 

Committee as he now has additional responsibilities at the District Council.  

 

Resolved: to leave the post vacant for the time being and that the Clerk and  Cllr B Todd join with the 

group tasked with making proposals for the Annual Town meeting to review the number of 

members and terms and conditions of the Committees.   

 

 8.6 Dependents’ Carers’ Allowance 

Members were advised of the current consultation and encouraged to respond with their views and 

experiences.  
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 8.7 Business Forum  

Members were asked for input regarding an item on the scoping of a development plan for 

Edenbridge Town Centre, which is on the Agenda for the Business Forum taking place on 13 

December. No suggestions were put forward.   

  

 8.8 SLCC Practitioner’s Conference 

 

Resolved: the Deputy Clerk should attend the 2017 Practitioners’ Conference in Kenilworth on 23 - 

24 February at a cost of £249 including accommodation and meals.  

 

Admini 8.9        ILCA – The Essential Knowledge 

Information  was circulated on ILCA, the online course developed by the Society of Local Council 

Clerks, which is ideal for Councillors who want to develop their skills, enabling them to play a full 

and confident role as the elected representative for their ward. Members were concerned that this 

course would not be sufficiently advanced and some wanted information on more challenging 

courses. 

 

Resolved: that Cllr A Layland should take the course and feedback on his experience to the rest of the 

members, and the Clerk should source more challenging courses for members who wanted 

to delve deeper into the subject.  

 

 8.10 Commissioned Youth Services for Edenbridge 

Members were advised that West Kent Communities had been awarded the contract to deliver 

youth services in the Sevenoaks District, starting on 1 December 2016. They are working on 

mobilization.  Brief details of the delivery of the service were considered and they will be sharing 

further information on the plans at Youth Consortium Meeting on 14 December. Cllr C Pearman 

expressed concerns that the focus of the work may detract from the services previously provided in 

partnership with HOUSE. 

 

 8.11 Edenbridge Firefighter Recruitment 

Members agreed to support the new recruitment campaign for the part-time Firefighters. Some 

concerns were raised over the difficulty of finding staff who can be available at the times required 

by KFAR.  

 

 8.12 Closure of Air Cadets 

Members became aware at the Remembrance Parade that Edenbridge Air Training Corp is no 

longer operational.  It transpires that the Corp disbanded earlier this year despite the best efforts of 

Richard and Julie Johnson. 

 

Resolved: that the Chairman should write a letter of thanks to them.    

 

 8.13 Neighbourhood Plan Update 

Members noted the revised Aims and Objectives which reflect amendments proposed by Council.  

A meeting of the topic Task Groups on 17 November, attended by Alan Dyer, to consider his 

recommendations for amendments to the draft Policies, broadly supported them.  Each Task Group 

is making amendments to streamline and show stronger links to the Objectives, and is drafting 

supporting text for each policy.  In some cases this will involve gathering additional evidence. 

Work is still progressing on the Consultation Statement, led by Cllr Bell, which will be required as 

part of the Final Plan document.  

 

 8.14 Surplus Land declaration request for land at Enterprise Way, Edenbridge 

 Members supported the request to block off the stub end of Enterprise Way to enable Alexir to 

better manage their site.  

 

9. PRESS RELEASE 

 There were no topics on which the Council wished to publish a press release.  
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In view of the confidential nature of the following items to be discussed the Chairman will move that the 

press and public be excluded from the Chamber.  Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960  

 

 

10.  CONFIDENTIAL  

 10.1 Request for Right of Access 

Members noted the amended request which will be considered when the results of the impact 

survey proposed in November 2016 is finalised.  

  

The meeting closed at 9.02pm. 


