-8569 Minutes of the Council Meeting of EDENBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL held in Rickards Hall at
7.30pm on Monday13 February 2017
______________________________________________________________________________________
Present:

Cllrs J Barnett, R Bell, Mrs J Davison, R Davison (Vice Chairman), A Layland, S
McGregor (Chairman), B Orridge, C Pearman, J Scholey and B Todd.

In attendance:

C Lane (Town Clerk), three representatives from Nomads and three representatives from
the Edenbridge Medical Practice and the CCG. No members of the press.

Prior to the start of the meeting the lease with Nomads Football Club was signed and Adam
Wickens and Simon Morrison GP spoke on the current consultation regarding the Doctors Surgery
and Edenbridge Hospital.
1.

TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received, noted and accepted from Cllrs T Bryant (family
commitment), M McArthur (unwell), V Maynard (unwell), M Robson (unwell) and J Wooltorton
(prior engagement).

2.

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION
The District Council members stated that although they would be considering planning
applications at this meeting they would be reconsidering them at the district level, taking into
account all relevant evidence and representations there.

The meeting was adjourned
3.
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS, none
The meeting was reconvened
4.

TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9 January 2017

Resolved:

that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 9 January 2017 be duly signed by
the Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

5.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR REPORT AND NOT ELSEWHERE
ON THE AGENDA
5.1
CPRE Representative
Members noted that Ed Cookson was willing to continue as the Edenbridge representative on
CPRE and would provide the Council with a brief report when matters of interest to the town were
under discussion.

6.

TO CONSIDER THE CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Change of use of 3 offices to create 2 semi detached dwellings. Removal of rear porch and internal
pre - fabricated walls, insertion of conservation style roof light in utility, with associated bin
storage and landscaping. 92 High Street Edenbridge KENT TN8 5AR Ref. No:
7/00300/LBCALT
Members wish the Officer to look closely at evidence to ensure that the site is no long
needed or considered suitable as employment land, before considering returning it to its
previous use.
Change of use of 3 offices to create 2 semi detached dwellings. Removal of rear porch and internal
pre - fabricated walls, insertion of conservation style roof light in utility, with associated bin
storage and landscaping. 92 High Street Edenbridge KENT TN8 5AR /FUL
Members wish the Officer to look closely at evidence to ensure that the site is no long
considered needed or suitable as employment land before considering returning it to its
previous
use
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-8570 Side and rear single storey wrap around extension. 25 The Plat Edenbridge KENT TN8 5BJ
Ref. No: 17/00307/HOUSE
Members supported this application which they noted also includes the demolition of the
garage
To erect PVCU conservatory to the rear of the property. Mendip Crouch House Road
Edenbridge KENT TN8 5LJ Ref. No: 17/00219/HOUSE
Members support this application.
Erection of a first floor rear extension. 104 Springfield Road Edenbridge Kent TN8 5HH
Ref. No: 17/00170/HOUSE
Members support this application.
Erection of a single storey side extension, including new pitched roof to existing extension and
alterations to windows and doors. Demolition of conservatory. Replacement windows. New rear
dormer.7 Greybury Lane Marsh Green KENT TN8 5QP Ref. No: 17/00168
Members support this application.
Conversion of loft into a habitable space, including the addition of dormers to the front and rear.
1 South View Cottage Hilders Lane Edenbridge Kent TN8 6JX Ref. No: 6/03452/HOUSE
Members support this application.
Demolition of part of 86 Cedar Drive in order to facilitate a new 3 bed end of terrace house on the
neighbouring land. 86 Cedar Drive Edenbridge Kent TN8 5JT Ref. No: 16/02970/FUL
Members support this application and their previous concerns regarding parking still
remain. In addition the officer is asked to check that the 3rd bedroom/study is large enough
to accommodate a bed.
Comments made before the meeting
Demolition of existing garage. Erection of a new garage with habitable rooms over and dormer
windows. Brambly Hedge 8 Marlpit Close Edenbridge Kent TN8 6BE Ref. No:
17/00065/HOUSE
Members support this application.
Confirmation that works have lawfully commenced on approved application SE/07/03609/FUL.
Beechwood Four Elms Road Edenbridge Kent TN8 6AB Ref. No: 17/00040/LDCEX
Members have no comment to make.
7.

TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING REPORTS
7.1
Open Spaces, 16 January

Resolved:
7.2
Resolved:
7.3
Resolved:

that the minutes presented by Cllr A Layland be adopted
Planning and Transportation, 23 January
that the minutes presented by Cllr S McGregor be adopted
Finance Committee, 23 January
that the minutes presented by Cllr S McGregor be adopted
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-8571 7.4

County Councillor’s Update
County Councillor Clive Pearman reported that KCC budget had been accepted with only
limited amendment.

7.5

Working Groups /Delegate Reports/Clerk’s and Officers’ Reports
7.5.1 Annual Town Meeting
The group tasked with advising the Clerk on the attendance and format of the Annual
Town Meeting has instructed her to invite Cllr Peter Fleming in addition to the usual
invited guests. He will be speaking on behalf of District Council and Adrian Rowbotham
will provide an A4 information sheet on the District finances.

Resolved:

that the following groups and organisations be asked to host table top displays at the
beginning of the meeting. The Great Stonebridge Trust, Edenbridge and District Rotary
Club, The Chamber of Commerce, Neighbourhood Plan group, Edenbridge Medical Centre
and the Town Band.
7.5.2 Schools Update,
Cllr Roger Bell updated the group on the meetings held with representatives of Kent
Education department, who were supportive of plans to investigate the possibility of a Free
Secondary School in Edenbridge. They would provide information to assist the process.
Further meetings with the team who are proposing to develop a through school with
emphasis on dyslexia had taken place. Further meetings are arranged with the Harris
Federation who are keen to assist with the concept of a free secondary school in
Edenbridge.
7.5.3
7.5.4

8.

Twinning Association, 5 January, noted
Chamber of Commerce, 10 January, noted

OTHER BUSINESS
8.1
Items referred from Committees for decision, none
Building Manager’s Report, inc annual planned maintenance, update and testing
reports
Members noted that all planned maintenance for year 5 has been completed slightly under budget.
The new pavilion roof which was refurbished during the year 2015 to 2016 seems to have
eliminated the condensation problems suffered in previous years, despite several periods of cold
weather. The annual boiler inspections have taken place, and the noisy fan in the Rickards Hall
boiler will be replaced at the end of February. Several issues with the heating of Church House
should be rectified at the same time. Portable Appliance Testing has been carried out during the
year with no issues identified.
8.2

The water testing regime for vulnerable buildings is continuing. Two areas for concern involving
hot water supply were identified and have been rectified. All the Council’s properties remain rated
as low risk for Legionella.
Planned Maintenance – Year 6 – 2017 to 2018
The oak frames of Doggetts Barn and Rickards Hall are due for their first period of renovation
works, along with the re-sealing and carpeting of the ground floor of Doggetts Barn. Suitable
companies will be approached, with the intenttion to fit solar panels to the Lingfield Road pavilion
during the coming year. Rickards Hall will be redecorated and the redundant wall heaters removed.
The site store at Lingfield Road Recreation Ground will be refurbished and repainted where
necessary.
It is expected that the majority of the works will be carried out during the summer and autumn
months once contractors have been selected.
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Fire Risk Assessment Reviews
The Fire Risk Assessment Reviews for council occupied properties have been completed for 2016
to 2017. There has been no significant change of use or practice over the past year and no
outstanding issues have been identified. The Rugby Club has provided evidence of their own Fire
Risk Assessment Review and carried out their own PAT testing autumn 2016.
8.4
Internal Audit Review
Council’s Internal Audit Review Group has carried out its annual review of the processes in place
to ensure the Council meets its responsibilities, to have in place a sound system of internal controls,
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption. Their report was
circulated. The following recommendations were accepted.
Resolved:

to add monitoring of the 10 and 30 year Maintenance Plans to the Internal Auditors check
list and to request the Personnel Committee to add succession planning to its Agenda for
consideration each year.

8.5
Health Services for Edenbridge, Consultation
Members considered the second stage of the consultation from NHS West Kent Clinical
Commissioning Group, the Kent Community Health NHS Foundation Trust and Edenbridge
Medical Practice, regarding Health Services for Edenbridge. A summary of the proposal was
circulated. Their preferred option was for a combined hospital/surgery on a new site, which offers
more services and does not have inpatient beds. Adam Wickings, Chief Operating Officer, NHS
West Kent CCG, had outlined the health service case prior to the start of the meeting.
Resolved:

that Cllrs Alan Layland, John Scholey and Roger Bell should meet to put together the
corporate response from the Council, which would then be considered at March or April
Council.

8.6
Permanent expansion of Edenbridge Primary School, Representation
The application for the proposed stand alone teaching block to provide three new classrooms and
associated facilities, new entrance lobby to existing school, and expansion of the car park was
reported to KCC Planning Application Committee on 8 February. Council Councillor Clive
Pearman represented the Town Council’s view of supporting the application but as Sevenoaks
District Council and the Playing Fields Association had opposed the proposal, it has been referred
to the Secretary of State for a decision.
8.7
Resolved:

Social Media Plan 2017
to adopt the proposed social media plan for use on the Council’s Twitter and website.

8.8
Wildlife in Edenbridge 2016
Members noted that a copy of the Annual Wildlife Report had been received, with this year’s
highlight being the return of the Brown Hair Streak butterfly.
Resolved:

8.9
Resolved:

to formally thank the author for his exceptional commitment to producing this valuable
report.
The Great British Spring Clean, 3 March
to fully support Keep Britain Tidy campaign The Great British Spring Clean working with
partners to put together a package of activities for the town.. The Community Warden is
running a Litter Pick on 3 March. The Chamber of Commerce had been encouraging the
High Street shops to make a special effort to ‘sparkle up their shop fronts’, by cleaning
paintwork and windows or touching up paintwork if it looks a bit tired. The owners of the
Leathermarket have promised to carry out repairs to the planters and will try to get their
bollards painted. Council staff and members are going to clean the street furniture in the
High Street and Kent Highways have been successful in obtaining funds to repaint the
white lines in the High Street. This is programmed for the end of March but will be moved
to April if the road conditions look unfavourable, to ensure that the results are long lasting.
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-8573 Residents are invited to join in and carry out a Great British Spring Clean in their own
street during March.
8.10
Councillor Training
It was noted that Cllrs James Barnett, Trevor Bryant, Mrs Jill Davison, Richard Davison, Alan
Layland, Stuart McGregor, Bob Orridge Clive Pearman, Mark Robson and Joseph Wooltorton had
attended the in house training session on 30 January, covering the Code of Conduct, Community
Engagement, Social Media, Chairmanship, the Planning System, CIL payments and Local Issues.
Cllr R Todd left the meeting.
8.11
Resolved:

KALC Training
that Cllrs Alan Layland and Roger Bell should attend the Planning Conference at West
Faversham on 23 March, along with Cllr James Barnett if he is available.

8.12
SDC Making it Happen Community Awards
Sevenoaks District Council is once again looking for unsung heroes as part of its annual Voluntary
and Community Awards. Members put forward a number of groups and organisations for
consideration, who will be entered.
8.13
Battle’s Over 11 November 2018
The Pageantmaster, for the Battle’s Over – A Nation’s Tribute, is asking Communities to sign up
early to take part lighting a beacon to commemorate the end of the First World War and recognize
the efforts of the army of men and women on the home front. The event is taking place on 11
November 2018. Members considered leaving a light burning upstairs at Doggetts Barn but
Resolved:

8.14
Resolved:

8.15
Resolved:

9.

that the Open Spaces should consider the possibility of installing a beacon on the Great
Stone Bridge land by the river.
Request for Permission to relocate street light column in Grange Close
to allow Asprey Homes to relocate the existing column in front of the site by
approximately 1.8m at their own cost.
Local Council Awards Scheme
to confirm that all documentation and information are in place to submit an application for
the award of the Foundation Standard of the Local Council Award Scheme and to submit
the application to the Accreditation Panel for consideration, at a cost of £80.

PRESS RELEASE

Resolved:

to issue press releases on the Wildlife Report and the granting of the Lease to Nomads.

In view of the confidential nature of the following items to be discussed, the chairman moved that the press
and public be excluded from the Chamber. Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960.
10.

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
10.1
Staffing Issues Legal Issues
Members noted the change in staffing on the grounds team and

Resolved:

10.2

to provide training in risk assessment/manual handling, working at height and hedge
cutting for all four members of the groundstaff and PA2 and PA6 spraying and COSHH for
the new member of staff.
Development Updates, none
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10.3
Resolved:

10.4

Legal Issues
following advice from the Lawyers appointed by the Council’s Insurance company to
strongly defend the historic case submitted to the courts. Cllrs S McGregor and M
McArthur will oversee the process.
Right of Access Church Cottage and Forge Green
Letters were sent on 4 January, to the residents who had gates accessing the Council’s land
at Forge Green requesting that they remove the gates and block up the access within one
month. The Chairman and Cllr Layland met with the residents on 12 January, and did
their best to answer questions and respond to the statement from their solicitor. It
transpired from the meeting that some of the residents were using their gates to carry out
grass cutting on the Green.
The Council’s solicitor drafted a second letter clarifying the status of the land, restating the
position regarding the right of access and advising them that they should cease carrying out
maintenance on the Council’s land, as they are not covered by any insurance, and report
any issues to the Council who will instruct the groundstaff to address them.

The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Edenbridge Town Council/Council Meeting February 2017 Page 6

