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Minutes of the Council Meeting of EDENBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL held in Rickards Hall at 

7.30pm on Monday 11 December 2017 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Present:  Cllrs J Barnett, R Bell, Mrs J Davison, A Layland (Vice Chairman), B Orridge, C 

Pearman, M McArthur (Chairman), J Scholey B Todd and J Wooltorton. 

 

In attendance:   C Lane (Town Clerk), no members of the press or public.  

 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies for absence were received, noted and accepted from Cllrs R Davison (unwell), T Bryant 

(unwell), V Maynard (unwell), M Robson (unwell) and S McGregor (holiday).  

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION  
The District Council members stated that although they would be considering planning 

applications at this meeting they would be reconsidering them at the district level, taking into 

account all relevant evidence and representations there.  

 

Cllr J Wooltorton declared a Pecuniary Interest in item 5, with all members declaring a Non 

Pecuniary Interest was a fellow Councillor.   

 

Cllr J Scholey declared a Pecuniary Interest in item 7.6.1 as he is District portfolio holder.  

 

The meeting was adjourned 

 

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS - none 

 

The meeting was reconvened 

 

4.           TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13 November 2017 

Resolved:  that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 13 November 2017 be duly 

signed  

 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR REPORT AND NOT ELSEWHERE 

ON  THE AGENDA  

 5.1 Angle Field, Hilders Lane/Troy Lane  

Members noted that the concerns raised by residents regarding land at Troy Lane were still being 

addressed by the Enforcement Officer at Sevenoaks District Council, who is visiting the site 

regularly, and is  in contact with the land owner. Further visits will be undertaken in the New Year.  

Information regarding Members’ Code of Conduct and the complaints procedure have been 

provided.  

  6. TO CONSIDER THE CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

Continued use of building for B2 purposes.  Benchmark Cases, Unit E Gaywood Farm Hole 

Lane Edenbridge Kent.  Ref No: SE/17/03589/FUL 

 

 Members supported this application 

 

Reduction of 1 Eucalyptus tree, 5 Mill Hill Edenbridge TN8 5DB. Ref No: SE/17/03734/WTCA 

 

 Members supported this application 

      

7. TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING REPORTS 

 7.1 Emergency Planning, 5 November 

 

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr M McArthur be adopted 
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7.2 Open Spaces, 20 November 

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr J Barnett be adopted 

 

 7.3 Planning and Transportation, 26 November 

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr A Layland be adopted following their amendment to  

show the declaration of interest made by all members in items 17/03496/FUL and 

17/03497/LBCALT as the applicant is a member of the Council. .  

 

 7.4 Finance Committee, 26 November  

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr J Scholey be adopted 

 

 7.5 County Councillor’s Verbal Update December 

  Cllr P Lake’s written report was read and members noted his offer of £1k towards the  

  plans for a redesigned access from the car park.  

 7.6 Working Group / Delegate Reports / Clerk’s and Officers’ Reports 

  7.6.1  CIL Board, 23 November, noted 

  7.6.2 Parking Review Group, 23 November, noted  

  7.6.3 Sports Group half yearly meeting, 12 November, noted  

  7.6.4 KCC/ETC Highways Officers meeting, 28 November, noted 

 

8. OTHER BUSINESS  

 8.1 Items referred from Committees for decision  

8.1.1 CIL Board  

Members considered a request for funding from Sevenoaks District Council toward the 

replacement of the all-weather pitch.   

 

Resolved: to offer a contribution of 10K towards the replacement of the all weather pitch from the 

CIL funding ETC has received.  

 

Members considered a request for £1K for funding from Hever Parish Council toward the 

refurbishment of Four Elms playground 

 

Resolved:     to decline the request for funding, as the council tax payers of Edenbridge currently 

subsidise a number of activities for the surrounding villages.  

 

Resolved: to request SDC adds Wayfinder Street Signs to the list of projects. 

 

8.2 Environmental Assessment 2017 

Members noted the Environmental Assessment for 2017 and were pleased to see the progress being 

made.  

 

 8.3  Annual Town Meeting 

The Annual Town Meeting is to take place at 8pm in the W.I. Hall on Monday 19 March.  

 

Resolved: that the usual representatives from District and County Council and the Police should be 

invited and asked to make short presentations and to take questions, in addition to the ETC 

Chairman’s report. The Youth Forum and the British Legion to be invited to host table top 

displays.  

 

 8.4 Town Website 

It was noted that the Town Council had been assisting the Edenbridge Partnership in developing a 

Town Website.  The proposal is now ready for development, and the partnership is looking for an 

organization to take the project forward.  The group was keen to gain control of the domain names 

and Waitrose has offered funding to obtain these. The next task is to select a website creator and 

host.  A number of offers have been forthcoming and they will need to be investigated.   
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Resolved: that the Clerk should obtain quotes for the development of the site, including those for a 

complete build and ongoing updating.  

 

Resolved: that the council would cover the ongoing costs for 24 months for the domain, hosting and 

any apps required. (£436.02) 

 

 8.5 Economic Development, Kent Highways Section 106 Funding 

Following guidance from November Council, the Council’s Parking Group has met to 

consider further plans for the s106 High Street funding. Subsequent meetings have been 

held with local Highways Officers and the project team from Kent Highways, to look into 

the feasibilty of members’ suggestions.  The shared space proposal has not been 

progressed, due to the prohibitive cost and little perceived additional gain compared to the 

possible implementation of a 20mph scheme.  KCC’s Project Team is currently putting 

together a plan, based on the Council’s Parking Group’s brief for a 20mph zone between 

Croft Lane and the roundabout at Mont St Aignan Way. The scheme to include the design 

and installation of two or three Wayfinder signs.  

 

Resolved: that once plans were available, consultation should be undertaken with the Chamber, High 

Street Traders and the Market on the plans and the Wayfinder scheme. 

 

Resolved: that funding sources for the Wayfinders should be sought.  

 

Resolved: to accepted Cllr P Lake’s offer of £1K towards the initial stages of a scheme to reopen the 

entrance to the car park from the High Street.  

 

 8.6 100
th

  Anniversary of the ending of the First World War, additional inscriptions on 

War Memorial 

  Members discussed proposals for the 100
th
  Anniversary of the ending of the First World 

War and  

 

Resolved: that the British Legion should be responsible for organizing what activities should take 

place on 11 November, and any organisations planning events thoughout the year should 

be requested to contact the Legion, who will co-ordinate them.   

 

Resolved: as part of the research for an exhibition at the Eden Valley Museum in 2018, one of the 

researchers discovered that two of soldiers recorded on the memorial were awarded 

honours that are not recorded on it.  Although the Museum had indicated that it had no 

further information, members requested that they be asked to confirm their research, 

establish any restrictions in planning terms, and to ask families whether they wish the 

honours to be added to the memorial. 

 

  8.7       Twinning Gift Policy  

   

Resolved:  that the following should be the adopted policy for gift giving to our twin town Mt St 

Aignan.  

 

1. On the occasion of special twinning anniversaries between Edenbridge and Mt St Aignan, 

separate gifts will be given from Edenbridge Town Council and the Twinning Association to 

Mt St Aignan. 

 

2. On the occasion of special twinning anniversaries between Mt. St. Aignan and other towns, no 

gifts will be given by the Town Council, but may be given by the Twinning Association at 

their discretion. 

 

3. The Council to use its discretion to decide what constitutes a special anniversary, but this 

would usually be events marking each 10 year anniversary of the setting up of the Association.  
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 8.8 Anti-Virus Support 

 

Resolved that the Council should move further towards a fully managed IT maintenance scheme by a 

phased move to a bespoke scheme managed by PSTecnology, to be completed when the 

renewal is due.  The first stage being to move the provision of anti virus software onto the 

scheme with immediate effect. An additional £1K to be added to the budget from 2018/19 

to cover ongoing costs.    

 

  8.9 Harris Academy – Formal request for support for site 

Members considered the request from the Harris Federation for support for a Harris Academy to be 

sited on Green Belt land on Four Elms Road offered by Cooper Estates.  

 

Resolved: to support the request as, in this case, Members believe the need for a school creates the 

very special circumstance required for development in the Green Belt and no other 

appropriate site is available.  

  

 8.10 Armed Forces Covenant – Update 

 Members were advised that the Covenant is intended to be a wider commitment than just the Town 

Council, approaches had been made to the Chamber of Commerce and the Medical Practice to see 

if they would like to be included.  Cllr Clive Pearman is in discussions with the Great Stone Bridge 

Trust, and already had the agreement of the British Legion to sign as the Armed Forces Charity.  

 

 8.11 Employment Handbook Update  

 

Resolved: to accept the proposed amendments to update the Council’s Employee Handbook in line 

with the recommendation of the Council’s HR consultants.  

 

 8.12 Neighbourhood Plan Update 

As proposed, the Chairman had sent a strongly worded response to the District Council following 

its unexpected decision to put a delay on the process of providing information for Neighbourhood 

plans.  An unsatisfactory response has been received and a further letter will be sent.  Alan Dyre 

has offered to meet with the Neighbourhood Plan team and the Clerk.   No other members wished 

to attend at this time.  

 

 8.13 Gypsy & Traveller Site Allocation Policy  

 

Resolved: that individual members should make responses if they felt they were needed.  

 

 8.14 Rugby Inclusion Programme for Edenbridge  

Members welcomed the news that Kent People’s Trust had funded a new Rugby Inclusion 

Programme in Edenbridge, starting in the new year.  The programme is for 11-17 year old boys 

with Rugby Coaching delivered by Edenbridge Rugby Club.  All youngsters who have not played 

rugby before are being given “Starter Coaching” before being integrated into the age-group teams 

of Edenbridge Rugby Club. A number of Volunteers from Gatwick Airport have agreed to help 

with coaching on the sessions. Referrals need to be made as soon as possible.  

 

9. PRESS RELEASE, none 

 

In view of the confidential nature of the following items to be discussed, the chairman moved that the press 

and public be excluded from the Chamber. Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960. 

 

10. Confidential Items 

 10.1 Developments in Edenbridge 

Members discussed various development proposals expected to be forthcoming for the town and 

Cllr C Pearman advised that he has signpointed two local businesses to funding that might be 

available from KCC before the financial year end.   

 

The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 


