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Minutes of the Council Meeting of EDENBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL held in Rickards Hall at 

7.30pm on Monday 12 March 2018 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Present:  Cllrs, A Layland, (Vice Chairman), M McArthur (Chairman), S McGregor, B Orridge, C 
Pearman, M Robson and B Todd.  

 

In attendance:   C Lane (Town Clerk), no members of the press or public. 
 

 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies for absence were received, noted and accepted from Cllrs Mrs J Davison (holiday), J 
Barnett (holiday), R Bell (Personal engagement), T Bryant (work commitment), V Maynard 

(unwell) and J Scholey.  

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION  
The District Council members stated that although they would be considering planning 

applications at this meeting they would be reconsidering them at the district level, taking into 

account all relevant evidence and representations there.  
 

The meeting was adjourned 

 
3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS, none 

 

4. TO RECEIVE, ADOPT AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

ON 12 FEBRUARY 2018 

 

Resolved:  that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 12 February 2018 be duly signed 

by the Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR REPORT AND NOT ELSEWHERE 

ON THE AGENDA  

5.1 Lease extension agreed Bray Associates T/A Rita Gate 
Bray Associates T/A Rita Gate had signed and returned the documentation to extend the lease  

for the Market for a further year. 

 

 5.2 CIL Board meeting delayed 

The Council was advised that the District Council CIL Board is not planning to meet until Tuesday 

8 May.  All forms submitted would remain valid. Cllr J Scholey is to speak on behalf of the 

application at the board, if required.  

  

 5.3 Western End of Church Yard Wall  

Works to take down and rebuild part of the wall have been put on hold whilst concerns raised by 
neighbours and variation of works are considered.  

      

6. TO CONSIDER THE CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS,  

Proposed security fencing around containers to rear of Pavilion Building. Edenbridge Rugby 

Football Club The Pavilion Recreation Ground Coomb Field Edenbridge KENT TN8 5HZ 

Ref. No: 18/00654/FUL    

      
Members supported this application but would like a condition applied stating that the 

fence should be green.  

 
Installation of a new trade kitchen extract system. Swan Inn Swan Lane Edenbridge KENT TN8 

6BA Ref. No: 18/00624/FUL 

Members supported this retrospective application providing the Office had been assured 

that the noise and odour omitting from the extraction system were sufficiently robust not to 
cause issues to the neighbouring properties. 
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Place temporary weather board clad marketing cabin with tiled pitch roof over, with associated 

vehicle access and car parking, landscaping.  Period of use – 12 months 56 Station Road, 

Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6HG  SE/18/00590/FUL 

 

 This application has been withdrawn as it has not passed validation.  
 

Reduce 1 Oak tree by 30% and prune back to boundary.14 Crown Road Edenbridge KENT TN8 

6AW Ref. No: 18/00730/WTPO  

 

  Members support this proposal 

 

7. TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING REPORTS 

 7.1 Emergency Planning Committee, 5 February 

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr M McArthur be adopted 

 

 7.2 Planning and Transportation, 26 February 

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr A Layland be adopted 

 

 7.3 Finance Committee, 26 February  

 
Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr S McGregor 

 

 7.4 Personnel Committee, Postponed 

 

 7.5 County Councillor’s Report  

Cllr Peter Lake advised that he would be giving the HOUSE project funds from his 

members grant next financial year for the trip to visit France to commemorate 100 years 
since the end of World War 1. He advised  that the County had found further funding for 

busses but were still planning cuts to route 404 the weekly bus to Sevenoaks.   He intends 

to campaign against this proposal.  He advised that the number of children needing 
secondary school places had increased but most were likely to get their first or second 

choice.  

 

 7.6 MP’s Update - none  

 

7.7 Working Group / Delegate Reports / Clerk’s and Officers’ Reports  - none 

    

8. OTHER BUSINESS  

 8.1 Items referred from Committees for decision 

  8.1.1 - none  

 

 8.2 Review of Byelaws 

The Council’s byelaws have been un-amended since their adoption in 2003.  Members considered 

whether to make any changes. 
 

Resolved; to leave the Byelaws unchanged but to investigate the likely costs of a public consultation 

  so that members can consider changes next year.   
 

 8.3 Election 

The required number of residents to trigger elections had requested them.  The notices have been 
displayed advertising elections in both wards of the town. Guy Middleton (Con) and Kate Sampson  

(Lab) are standing in the North and East Ward and Jim Parish (Lab) and Zoe Roberts Smith (Con) 

in South and West. Elections will take place on Thursday 5 April. Members were reminded that 

they will need to be aware of the restriction of Purdah in the run  up to the election.  
 

The cost of the elections will be approx. £13,000.   
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Resolved: that polling cards should be issued and funds will need to be vired from the reserves to 

cover the cost of the elections when invoices are received, as funds have not been allocated 

in the 2018/19 budget.  

 

 8.4 Draft Local Plan – Guidance to SDC Re possible location of new medical facility 

 Cllrs J Scholey and Stuart McGregor in their role as District Councillors had asked members for 
guidance on the preferred site for the new medical facility, as the Local Plan is now preparing site 

specific proposals and no site has yet been selected by the CCG.  Members advised that this 

Council recommends a site close to the Eden Centre.  
 

 8.5 General Data Protection Regulation  

The Toolkit produced by the National Association of Local Councils to assist Councils to meet the 

new Regulations has been released.  As expected, compliance will need significant changes to 
current paperwork and procedures. The Toolkit is aimed at Councillors and staff, there is much 

greater emphasis on transparency, openness and documentation to show how you are complying 

with the legislation.  The Council is now accountable. 
 

Resolved: that Cllr Stuart McGregor should assist the Clerk to implement the changes, and to put 

forward proposals for a Data Protection Officer.  

   
 8.6 Annual Report & Annual Town Meeting 

The invited guests for the Annual Town Meeting had responded, unfortunately Cllr Peter Lake and 

the Police Crime Commissioner are unable to attend, but there will be strong representation from 
the District Council,  Local Police and Fire Service.  The Youth Forum and British Legion are to 

host table top exhibitions.  The Doctors have decided it is not an appropriate time for them to take 

part, although they may be present. The Annual Report will be available at the meeting.     
 

 8.7 Appointment of Head Groundsman 

Members noted the appointment of a new Head Groundsman and that the Council was now  

seeking to fill the two days a week through the busy summer period.    
 

 8.8 Combined Members Grant – Feasibility of Car Park Access from High Street 

Members noted that the Town Council has been successful in obtaining the full amount required 
from Cllr Peter Lakes fund to enable R Marchants to produce basic plans (not detailed survey), a 

specification and budget costings to reopen the entrance to the Market Yard car park from the High 

Street. The Council’s solicitor has studied the land certificate and advised that the two properties 
having rights of way cannot object. Permission from Highways would be required for access over 

their pavement, but this is expected to be part of their proposals to reduce speed in the High Street 

to 20mph.  Removal/replacement of the two informal disabled bays would need to handled 

sensitively. A meeting is being arranged with the owners and leaseholders of Monkey Puzzle 
nursery as the proposal is likely to include the removal/changes to their pavement. 

L 

8.9 Leadership in Action 
   

Resolved: that as part of her continuous professional development the Clerk should attend the SLCC 

  Leadership in Action Conference taking place in Stratford Upon Avon 6 - 7 June,  at a 

  cost for the course and accommodation of £335 + VAT. 
 

 8.10 TPO Tree Preservation Order- 73 Ridge Way 

The District Council is minded to grant a Tree Preservation Order on a tree in the back garden of 
73 Ridge Way.  Members had no objection. .  

 

 8.11 Annual Liaison Meeting 
Members noted the date for the liaison meeting Thursday 31 May 10am -12 noon at Doggetts Barn.  

The following topics were proposed for the Agenda; Staffing levels in conservation and 

enforcement departments at SDC, CIL Delays, the local Plan, Upgrade to Sencio Leisure Centre 

Edenbridge and Neighbourhood Plan.  
 

    The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 


