Edenbridge Town Annual Meeting 2018
Prior to the start of formal business, residents had the opportunity to view displays by Edenbridge Youth Forum.
The Annual Town Meeting was held on Monday 19 March 2018, at 8pm in the Women’s Institute Hall, by kind
permission of the Management Committee. The Chair was taken by Cllr Margot McArthur, Chairman of the Town
Council. There were 57 members of the public present, including eleven Town Councillors of which four are also
District Council, five Town Council Officers, the Community Warden, and seven invited guests. One
representative of the press was present.
1.
The Chairman’s Welcome
At the start of the meeting the Chairman Cllr Margot McArthur paid tribute to Cllr Richard Davison who had
served on the Town and District Council over 30 years, who had sadly died this earlier this year. She said he had a
wealth of expertise which will be sadly missed.
Elections will be taking place on 5 April to fill this vacancy and the one left by the resignation of Joseph
Wooltorton. The rules of Purdah apply until the election has taken place.
The guest speakers and other guests were welcomed and the Chairman he welcomed the candidates who were
attending, and said that she looked forward to working with the new members, whoever gets elected.

3.
Chairman’s Annual Report for 2016/2017
The Chairman added to her Annual report (copy attached) which had been published on the website and
circulated throughout the town, by highlighting the award of two civic medalions, one to David Eade for his work
compiling the Edenbridge Wildlife Survey for 20 years, and the other to Robert Mckillop for his voluntary
contribution to the Communications Section of the Emergency Planning team. The Community Warden,
ECTreme Youth Club, Nomads and Laura Lawrence had also gained awards at the District Council Community
Safety Awards ceremony. The town remains a thriving community with local events being planned by local groups
for WW1 centenary and Christmas.

4.
The minutes of the 2017 meeting were signed as a correct record
The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting, held on 27 March 2017, at 8pm in the Women’s Institute Hall, were
signed by the Chairman in accordance with Standing Orders, having been available on deposit in the Library and
on the website.
5.
Comments by a representative of the Police
Chief Police Inspector Tony Dyer gave a reassuring talk highlighting the reported crime in Edenbridge being just
7-10% of that in the District. That is 1-2 recorded crimes a day, with the response time usually being under 5
minutes. During the year there had been specific local successes with local arrests for rape and kidnap, resulting
in custodial sentences, along with the conviction of those responsible for the large scale farming of cannabis.
Police had also stopped a suspicious car and arrested two persons who had burgled Boots and a further arrest
was made of a male with a knife in the petrol station.
To strengthen the local policing team an additional PCSO had been appointed to work alongside PCSO Simon
Humphries and additional funding would enable more officers overall throughout the district. Some of these will
be added to the rural policing team and others to vulnerable people, terrorism and abuse teams.
Question:
Answer:

Is most crime local or by people outside the area coming in?
Probably local but impossible to say.

Question:
Answer

Will you be getting more response vehicles for the new Officers
Unlikely as they are to be spread over existing teams.

Question:

What is being done about the issue of speeding?

Answer

The number of Speedwatch Teams was hit by the introduction of new online systems and
training. The District Council is taking action to bring back face-to-face one day sessions to
resolve this.

Question:
Answer:

Has there been a change in the way crime numbers are recorded?
Yes, for example one public order incident can now be recorded as three crimes, however the
overall position here has shown a fall in seven of the areas of recorded crime.

Question:
Answer

What has suffered by the reduction in funding?
Better equipment has helped reduce the impact.

6.
Comments by a representative of the Kent Fire and Rescue service
Fire and Rescue service Station Manager Tamer Ozdemir was pleased to have been invited and explained about
the current recruitment drive which is aimed to achieve 24/7 on-call cover for Edenbridge Fire Station. The
campaign was going well and anyone interested in applying was invited to visit the fire station any Monday
evening between 6.30 and 9.30. Applicants need to be aged between 18-60 years old and to be reasonably fit.
The station was now linked to the first responders and has benefited from a new slimmer fire engine costing in
excess of £200,000. Last year the station had been unable to attend 171 calls which had then been diverted to
Sevenoaks 20 minutes away who had responded in 40 cases. The recruitment drive and better equipment should
enable a higher level of response.
Question:
Answer

How would KF&R respond to emergencies in the narrow one way systems in Cedar Drive.
The local crews are aware of the challenges of Cedar Drive and other narrow roads and lanes in
the area. When deciding which was the most appropriate vehicle for Edenbridge these issues
were taken into account. Two crews would usually be sent and they would be able to attend
safely.

7.
Comments by Cllr Peter Lake on behalf of Kent County Council
Peter Lake was unable to attend but had provided a written report. The Chairman advised that she would
ensure that if there were any questions she would pass them to him and he had promised to respond.

8.
Comments on behalf of Sevenoaks District Council
Cllr Larry Abrahams, Chairman of SDC, thanks the town for the invitation to attend and spoke on his work with
the Kent Association of Local Councils and the challenge for Councils complying with the new General Data
Protection Regulations.
Cllr Peter Fleming, Leader of the District Council, thanked the Chairman for the invitation which had clashed with
Sevenoaks Town Council’s Annual meeting; he was very pleased to be here. Although the impact of the loss of
Government grant was significant, the District Council continues to do more, not less. Last year the budget was
approx £14 million but even so Sevenoaks district has been able to improve services around adult social care and
children’s services. Two new interventions have been to work at the bedside to assist residents to be able to
return home from hospital, for example, by purchasing and installing handrails and other adaptions. The second
is under the Public Health initiative ‘One You’. A public advisor has been added to the team at Edenbridge
Doctors, providing healthy living advice, signposting activities and helping to change lives. This freed time for the
Doctors to deal with medical issues.
Under the Local Plan he had been approached by Tandridge Council who wished to develop as part of their Plan
a Garden Village in Edenbridge. SDC did not embrace this proposal and it was withdrawn. However it does need
to meet its housing target which has been assessed on need. An unconstrained target of 12,000 -13,000 new
homes is required over the next 20 years. The district is 94% Green Belt, 60% Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty and has Sites of Special Scientific Interest which are protected. The current NPPF consultation proposes
higher densities and higher buildings. The SDC Local Plan is currently looking at specific proposals, Which Way
Westerham including a Bypass and 500/600 homes, The SDC Northern Master Plan, Development in Swanley and
a school and health centre in Edenbridge along with some housing. There will be consultation this year with the
plan going for inspection in 2019.

Finally he explained that, in response to residents’ requests, the District Council is consulting on improved
parking a new shop and 13 additional properties on Stangrove Estate. Not everyone is keen.
Questions:
Answer

Five of the new homes back onto his property, will the district take on board his comments?
Yes all the comments will be taken into account.

Question

The Chairman of the Stangrove Residents Association said that it was his strong impression that
majoritiy of the responses to the consultation were negative with the exception of the re
development of the shop. He requested that the results be made public. He urged that SDC
work more closely with West Kent housing association particularly around the garage areas.

Answer

Cllr Peter Fleming assured the meeting that the results would be made public. In the past the
District Council has tried to give the land to West Kent but they had not been interested. The
Council was looking at other options. The cost of the shop and the parking had to be met
somehow.
The Chairman of the Stangrove Residents Association asked if they could have the land.

Question:
Answer:

Question:
Answer:

Spittals Cross also has parking issues, can the District Council put pressure on West Kent to ensure
that the garages are used for housing cars?
This is a problem all over. Largely the garages are no longer fit for purpose. Clllr Fleming will raise
this issue with West Kent at the next annual meeting with them.
Where are West Kent with their plans for Springfield Road?
Cllr Fleming was unaware of any plans. The Clerk advised that current by West Kent have pulled
back from taking proposals any further and were having a rethink.
The Chairman thanked all the speakers, the staff for the refreshments and Trudie and Charles Laver
for providing the sound system, and asked if there were any questions under any other business.
There were none.

The meeting closed at 9.10pm

