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Minutes of the Council Meeting of EDENBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL held in Rickards Hall at 7.30pm 

on Monday 8 October 2018  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Present:  Cllrs J Barnett, Mrs J Davison, A Layland (Vice Chairman), S McGregor, M McArthur 
(Chairman), G Middleton, B Orridge, C Pearman, Z Roberts Smith, J Scholey, and B Todd. 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Deputy Clerk, Cllr P Lake, five members of the public, and no members of the 
press. 

 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies for absence were received, noted and accepted from Cllrs R Bell (unwell), T Bryant (work 
commitment), V Maynard (family illness), and M Robson (unwell).  

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION  
 

The District Council members stated that although they would be considering planning applications at 

this meeting they would be reconsidering them at the district level, taking into account all relevant 

evidence and representations there. 
 

The meeting was adjourned 

 

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS,  
Four residents made eloquent spoken and written submission to the Council giving a new resident’s 

perspective, their views on the Wayfinder scheme and other options for improving the High Street, the 
reopening of the access to the Market Yard Car Park and ways to increase residents’ involvement in 

improving Edenbridge.  The Chairman thanked them for taking the time to coming and bring their 

thoughts which will be taken on board during members’ considerations.   

            
The meeting was reconvened. 

  

4.      TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10 September 2018  (including 

rescinding of item 8.4 Council meeting 9 July and item 8.13  from Council meeting held on 10 

September)  

Members considered concerns that had been raised regarding the decision-making procedures used by 
this Council.  The Clerk had provided members with a review of the decision process used on the 

Wayfinder scheme and the reopening of the High Street entrance to the Market Yard Car Park and her 

report was considered.  

 
Council 9 July 2018, Item 8.4 Consultation Results – Wayfinders and access to the Market Yard Car 

Park.  The Agenda indicates that information on this item was to follow.  At the time of preparation of 

the Agenda for this meeting, the Council was dealing with a large traveller encampment on Stangrove 
Park.  Supporting papers for item 8.4 were marked as to follow and were ultimately tabled at the 

meeting and a decision was taken.  This is acknowledge as a failure of process and members  

 

Resolved: that Item 8.4 should be struck from the record of the Council meeting held on 9 July and the 
matter reconsidered. 

 

A second decision taken on 10 September was linked to the above item and members  
 

Resolved: that item 8.13 Wayfinders and Access to Market Yard Car Park September Council meeting 

should also be struck off and reconsidered.  

  

Further requests for amendments to the notes on the presentation and minutes of the meeting held on 

10 September were considered. They were details of the questions asked to the Leader prior to the 
start of the meeting and during the time allowed for public questions and statements.  Members  
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Resolved: that verbatim minutes were not required and that there was sufficient detail in the notes and 

minutes to reflect the matters raised.  

 It was then                         

Resolved:  that following the redaction the minute 8.13 the minutes of the Council meeting held on 

Monday 10 September 2018 be duly signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record of 

the meeting. 

5.   MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR REPORT AND NOT COVERED 

ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA – none  

     

6. TO CONSIDER THE CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

Development of 2 houses with patios, two new crossovers and extension of existing crossover. 

demolition of side extension.22 Skeynes Road Edenbridge KENT TN8 5HD Ref. No: 

18/02994/FUL |  

 

Members support this proposal providing that a condition is applied withdrawing the previous 

application for one additional property on the site.  
 

Demolition of single storey rear extension. Erection of a single storey rear extension 88 Church 

Street Edenbridge KENT TN8 5BQ  Ref. No: 18/02982/HOUSE  

 

 Members support this application 

For information 

Yew tree - cut back branches to property boundary approx 2.5m Badgers Swan Lane Edenbridge Kent 

TN8 6AJ Ref. No: 18/02995/WTPO  Granted 

 

T1-2 x Oak (growing as one) - to reduce crown 1-2m back to old reduction points, remove dead wood 

and thin by 10% also remove any damaged branches these trees are quite dense and have a lot of dead 
wood in the crown we would also like to remove epicormic growth from the stem The trees are height 

18m and width 15m they will be left at height 16m and width 11-13m  Carstones Swan Lane 

Edenbridge KENT TN8 6AT Ref. No: 18/02968/WTPO  Granted 

 

7. TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING REPORTS 

 7.1 Open Spaces, 17 September 

An amendment to the wording of part of item 8.7. To consider Year 3 Works in the 10 and 30 Year 
Maintenance Plan was proposed.  The amendment to include the words in italics stated -The draft 

Local Plan allocations do not include this proposal, as the site has been identified in Appendix 8 (Blue 

Category) as too small, but SDC Officers had indicated that…. 

 
Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr B Todd be adopted and the amendment to be considered  

  at the next Open Spaces meeting.  

 

 7.2 Planning and Transportation, 24 September  

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr A Layland be adopted 

 

 7.3 Finance Committee, 24 September  

 

Resolved: that the minutes presented by Cllr J Scholey be adopted 
 

 7.4 County Councillor’s Update 

Cllr Lake reported that he had currently not made any progress with the concerns he has raised over 
school children travelling on the 404 bus to school. He and his predecessor Cllr Clive Pearman both 
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stated that they did not feel Edenbridge Children had  been given equal treatment. Councillor Lake is 
to continue his efforts on this issue.   He confirmed that he had provided £600 towards the feasibility 

of the Market Yard car park entrance scheme.   

 

 7.5 Working Group / Delegate Reports / Clerk’s and Officers’ Reports 

  7.5.1 100 Years of Women 

 Cllr J Davison reported that further meetings had taken place and that everything was still on track for  
 the video release in November. 

  

8. OTHER BUSINESS  

 8.1 Items referred from Committees for decision, see item 10.1 Covered under item 10.1 

  

 8.2 Arrangements for Remembrance Day, Service and Parade, 11 November 2018 

Members noted the details of Service and parade that this year will mark 100 years since the 
end of the First World War, the Chairman of surrounding parishes have been asked to join the 

members for the service and parade.  

 

 8.3 Receipt of External Audit Report and Certificate 
Members noted the clean Audit from the External Auditor (PKF Littlejohn LLP) for 2017/18. 

The information contained in the Annual Return is in accordance with proper practices, and no 

matters have come to their attention to give cause for concern that relevant legislation and 
regulatory requirements have not been met.  The ‘Notice of Conclusion of Audit and Right to 

Inspect the Annual Return’ had been placed on the notice board and website for the specified 

time, along with copies of the Annual Return. A copy of the Certificate and Report is attached.  

 

The Councillors wish express to their thanks to the Clerk and the RFO for their thorough work 

throughout the year.  

 

 8.4 Annual Review of Publication Scheme 

 

Resolved: to readopt the Council’s Freedom of Information Publication Scheme and the list of where the 
Information is held.  

 

 8.5 Section 106 Annual Report from Sevenoaks District Council 
Members noted the Report from Sevenoaks District Council and the information that only the 

amount due for the Shefts Croft development was collected this year.   

 

 8.6 Where do we go from here -Wayfinders and Reopening of the Entrance to the High 

Street 

  Following the striking off of the decisions (Item 4) regarding the schemes for the development 

of the Wayfinders and the reopening of the car park entrance, members need to consider 
Council’s next steps. 

 

Resolved: that the Parking Task and Finish Group should be enlarged and reconvene to reconsider both 

schemes. Cllrs Margot McArthur and A Layland were added to the group. As part of the 
review, soundings should be taken from residents, businesses and those visiting the town.  

Other options could be considered. However members felt it was important not to lose the 

purpose and context of the scheme which is to increase the long term sustainability of the 
High Street, as proposed by the Regeneris report.   

   

 8.7 Council’s response to the Consultations on Economic Development and Community Plan  
Members completed their response to the Community Plan consultation. They strongly 

supported the long-term visions for the Community Plan of safer, caring  communities, with  a 

green and a healthy environment, and a dynamic and sustainable economy.  

 
A second consultation relating to the Economic Development Strategy 2018-2021 was also 

completed. In addition to strongly supporting the similar initiatives to those in the Community 
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Plan, members hope to see CCTV improvements, the retention of employment opportunities 

that are relevant to the 21
st
 Century, and lobbying for a review of the Class orders and 

Business Rates might be outcomes. Moves towards reducing travel by car were thought to be 

challenging with the current level of public transport particularly buses.  

 
The members of the public left the meeting 

 

  8.8 Making It Happen Awards – Nominations 
Members proposed a number of candidates for these popular awards.   

 

8.9 Representative to attend the KCC Highways, Transportation & Waste Parish 

Seminar, 09.30 – 13.00 Monday 5 November at Hadlow Manor 

  

Resolved: that the Clerk should attend on behalf of the Council.    

 

 8.10 Summer Scheme Feedback  

 The report on the summer play scheme was reported.  Unfortunately having had fantastic 

weather for most of the summer, two of the four Edenbridge sessions took place in appalling 

weather. This is the first year we have suffered so badly from the weather and was 
disappointing as the first session was well attended by 90 children and 46 adults.  Overall 

there were 222 attendees, making the sessions approx. £5 per head.   

 

 8.11 Results of the Review of Deed Documents and Securities  

Cllrs Bob Todd and Guy Middleton carried out the annual review of the Deeds, Documents 

and Securities. They noted that the Town Trail Wayleaves are not listed and these have now 
been added.   

 

8.12 Pre-School Request for letter box at Rickards Hall 

Pre-School has asked to have its own letterbox, and propose purchasing one to attach to the 

outside wall of Rickards Hall, enabling them more freedom in collecting their post and 

addressing issues of confidentiality. 

Resolved: to advise the Pre-school that their request can’t be granted, as it could lead to post for the 

Town Council and Museum becoming inaccessible, particularly through the school holidays. 

The Council is happy for the current arrangement to continue and if this is no longer 

considered appropriate, suggests that the Pre-school could consider redirecting its post to 

another secure address.  

 9. PRESS RELEASE 
  Members had no items on which they wished to issue a press release.  

  

In view of the confidential nature of the following items to be discussed, the chairman moved that the press 

and public be excluded from the Chamber. Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960. 

 

10. Confidential Items  

 10.1 Staffing Levels   
Referred from Open Spaces Committee 17 September Item 8.6 Future groundstaff structure 

 
Members discussed at length the committee’s proposals  
 

Resolved; that to enable the backlog of winter jobs, due to staffing issues last winter a contract for 2 days 
a week for the 5 winter months should be offered to the temporary skilled groundsman. To be 
funded from savings in the Open Spaces budget.  

  
Resolved: that a review of the tasks and staffing levels of the grounds team should be undertaken to 

establish if additional staff in the winter are generallyrequired.  

 



Edenbridge Town Council/ Oct 2018                              Page 5 

 

    
 

 
     -8970- 

Members were reminded that they also need to look at the succession plan and may need to review the 

office staffing levels, with the added demands of the projects underway and the new CIL 

responsibilities, in addition to the issue of responsibility for Data Protection.  

 10.2 Regeneration 

Members considered the enquiry from a local-ish company regarding dilapidated buildings but did not 

wish to take this further.  

 

10.3 Youth and Children’s Services Provision 

Members discussed ways to improve communication with the youth and children services, West Kent  

Communities had now offered quarterly update meetings and the Clerk was asked to write to the 
Pioneer Academy to clarify the position regarding the primary school.  

 

   
The meeting closed at 9.40pm 

  

 

 

  


