
Council meeting 9 September 

 

Supplementary information to Clerk’s report/meeting papers  

Re the links of the agenda to the planning applications, apologies but it would seem that these are 

not working and so you would need to copy and paste the application number on the planning portal 

search page.  

 

Agenda items: 

13.6 Council website 

Computer contracts budgets: 

2018/19 Expenditure £4,213 2019/20 Budget £4,800 

The increase in budget should cover inflation increases for annual software fees, domains and an SSL 

licence. 

The current hosting fee with Pretty Pink is £60 (10GB storage). 

I have asked for quotes to host the site. PSTech will manage (which includes the backups and 

security) and hosting for £20 per month. They use Crystal Hosting (based in Torquay); PStech has its 

own account/environment with Crystal. PStech do not charge for an SSL Licence for our style site – 

they use lets encrypt. 

The website designer has advised to put the hosting with PSTech as they are currently contracted to 

manage the backups/management and this would probably be the way forward. There would also 

be a small saving with the maintenance part which ETC already pays for and would move over to be 

included in the £20pcm. 

 

13.7 To consider making papers more electronically accessible, especially for meetings 

Further investigation is need so that a recommendation can be put to Council, and I do not have the 

expertise. Just for information, the Council already spends £936 per year on an Office 365 licence, 

but does not fully utilise its ability. If the Councillors also had access Office 365, a group could be set 

up so that councillors could access files/documents. The increase in licence costs would be about 

£600, plus a one off fee £440 for PStech to set-up.  There may be other ways that improvements can 

be made for councillors to use IT and access documents; Office 365 is one example.  

 

 

 

https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-applications/


13.12 Office upgrade estimate of costs (budget request £8k using contingency budget – the salaries 

budget was sufficient to cover the pay correction award)  

Upgrade of IT equipment: 

 Two screens, twin arm for clear desk working, wireless mouse and keyboard - £365 (approx.) 

= £730 

RFO  

Front desk  

 Larger PC screen for split screen working, single arm for clear desk, wireless mouse and 

keyboard - £400 (approx.) 

Deputy Clerk 

 Wireless keyboard and mouse £30 = £90 

Community Warden 

Buildings Manger 

Hot-desk 

 

 Desktop micro pc box to create two new work stations instead of staff using laptops; the 

current single monitors could be utilised –est. £600 each =  £1,200 

 

Community Warden 

Buildings Manger 

 

 PSTech installation est. £250 

Sub-total = £2,670  

Office refurbishment 

Downstairs office 

New front office reception area and desk furniture – approx. cost £1,200 

Office desks x 3 £300 each -= £900 

Pedestals x 3 £250 = £750 

Information area = £500 

Blinds = approx. budget £700 

 

Upstairs office 

Office desks, curved x 4 £250 each = £1,000 

Pedestals x 4 £210 = £840 

 

Sub-total = £5,890 

Total project cost = £8,560 (this does not include new carpet, lighting, redecorating as will be in the maintenance plan) 


