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MINUTES of the Council Meeting of EDENBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL, held in Rickards Hall at 

7.30 pm on Monday 14 October 2019                                         
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Present:  Cllrs J Aldridge, V Jennings, A Layland (Chairman), N Lloyd, M McArthur (Vice-

Chairman), S McGregor, J Scholey, P Smith, S Sumner and B Todd 

 
In attendance:  Town Clerk, no members of the public and no members of the press. 

 

 
 

Prior to the meeting, Members met with the Head of Neighbourhood (Kent) for Moat Housing and discussed 

housing matters and how Edenbridge Town Council, the Community Warden and Moat could foster a more 

conducive working relationship. 

    
 

 
 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received, noted and accepted from Cllrs Baker, Damodaran, Read, 

Roberts-Smith and Smart. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION  
Cllr McArthur declared an interest in item 6.5 

. 

The District Council members stated that although they would be considering planning applications 

at this meeting they would be reconsidering them at the district level, taking into account all 
relevant evidence and representations there.  

 

19:30 Meeting was adjourned for agenda item 3. 

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS 
None. 

19:42 Meeting was reconvened. 
 

4. TO RECEIVE, ADOPT AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

ON 9 September 2019 

 
Resolved:  that the minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 9 September 2019 be duly signed 

by the Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting; pages 9209-9216. 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR REPORT AND NOT ELSEWHERE ON 

THE AGENDA  

5.1 To note: Following the resolution to engage a consultant (Impact Planning Services) to 

represent Edenbridge Town Council at the SDC Local Plan examination Hearings, the 

changes in the schedule of Hearings has meant that the fee quotation has increased due 

to representation now being over four days instead of three (and four Statement 

reports).  The budget of £10k may need to increase and the Council is asked to 

consider an additional contingency of £1,000 from the unallocated reserves. 
Resolved:  the further expenditure of £1,000 for additional contingency for the Consultant for 

representation at the Local Plan Hearing sessions and should be taken from the unallocated 

reserves. 

http://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Council-Mn-19.09-1.pdf
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5.2 To receive verbal feedback on the Local Plan Hearing sessions so far (news and 

updates on the draft Local Plan are available on SDC website 

Cllr Layland said that the first two weeks of the Hearing sessions (six sessions) had mainly 
focused on how Sevenoaks District Council (SDC) proposed to meet its housing need and if 

it had sufficient housing to meet its allocated figure. Sevenoaks district is highly constrained 

with 93% Green Belt and 60% Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and thus discussions had 
included a review of the Green Belt Boundary. Developers had pushed concerns with the 

lack of duty to co-operate; they queried how SDC had made its conclusions on the 

deliverability of each Green Belt site; and argued that there should be more Green Belt land 
released. The Town Clerk, Cllrs McArthur, Todd and he had observed some of the Hearings. 

The next set of Hearing sessions was due to start again on 5 November 2019. 

5.3 To receive a verbal feedback report on the SDC Annual Liaison meeting which took 

place at the Council offices on 3 October 
The Town Clerk provided a precis of matters discussed. CIL funding: SDC advised that 

applications would be considered annually. Brexit preparations: SDC had been working with 

the Kent Resilience Forum (KRF) and Kent County Council (KCC). Plans were in place for 
strategic lorry parks to cope with potential issues and minimise delays to the M20 and M25. 

SDC contingency plans included storing diesel to minimise disruption to waste services and 

looking at personnel issues with people getting to work. The Local Plan: This was the first 
Plan to be challenged in an area with so much Green Belt land and it was expected 

developers would present a strong argument. The district has eight borders with only four of 

these in KCC; neighbouring authorities had their own issues which makes it difficult for 

them to take any of the housing shortages for the district. Edenbridge Leisure Centre: SDC 
had recently completed the disabled access; sound installation; and hot water which had 

helped to improve the water temperature. Looking to the future, a proposal to enable 

significant aesthetic changes would need to be delivered through a revenue scheme.   

5.4 To receive a verbal feedback report on the Visioning Workshop for Edenbridge Town 

Council 

Cllr Layland reported that it had been an excellent session valued by all that had attended 

and would help to feed in to the Council’s forward planning.  

5.5 To approve the Council and Committee meeting dates for 2020 

Members received the proposed schedule of meeting dates 2020 which suggested a 

reduction in the number of meetings. Cllr Scholey said that the Open Spaces Committee 
should meet at least five times a year. Members agreed to reduce the number of meetings in 

a year and to reconsider the committee structure. Cllrs Lloyd, McArthur, McGregor and 

Sumner were asked to work with the Clerk to review the committees and meetings, and re-
present to the Council.  

5.6 Councillor Training: To consider up to £350 for a planning session on planning 

applications and considerations when making recommendations. Followed by a second 

session for the new financial year on planning issues facing Edenbridge (expenditure of 

up to £350) 

In view that SDC had recently announced training for Councillors which several of the 

Members had signed-up, Members decided to defer possible training on planning 
applications for now. However, training on the Local Plan and the issues facing Edenbridge 

was considered would be have value. 

Resolved:  the expenditure of £350 be allocated for training on issues facing Edenbridge following the 
outcome of the Local Plan. 

 

6. TO CONSIDER THE CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

6.1 Erection of two storey extension. Porch. Shernden Cottage Shernden Lane Marsh Green 

Edenbridge KENT TN8 5PS Ref. No: 19/02723/HOUSE 

https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/info/20069131/local_plan_examination/447/news_and_updates
https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PYCEWUBKLP800
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Recommend: No objection. 

Members support this application, but wish the Officer to check the scale of development in 

view of the increase to the existing footprint. 

 
6.2 Demolition of existing outbuildings, construction of single storey side extension with 

associated landscaping. Little Brook Street Hartfield Road Edenbridge KENT TN8 5NH 

Ref. No: 19/02764/HOUSE  

Recommend: No objection. 

Members support the application. However, they wish the Officer to check the 50% rule. 

Should the application be approved, members ask the Officer to be minded to apply a 

condition to ensure it can only be used for ancillary accommodation to the house. 
 

6.3 Demolition of existing single storey extension and provision of new part single, part two 

storey, rear extension and part garage conversion. Lanercost Station Road Edenbridge 

KENT TN8 5NB Ref. No: 19/02672/HOUSE 

 

Recommend: No objection. 

 
6.4 Outline application for demolition of existing driving range buildings and construction of 

seven dwellings with associated parking with all matters reserved. Kent And Surrey Golf 

Range Ltd Driving Range Crouch House Road Edenbridge KENT TN8 5LQ Ref. No: 
19/02644/OUT  

 

Recommend: Objection. 

Members object to development of this site which is in the Green Belt boundary. The 
outcome of the Local Plan is yet to be known and therefore, this site cannot be 

predetermined. It is also a contentious site in Edenbridge and objection to its inclusion in 

the draft Plan is evident throughout the regulation 18 and 19 responses. It is clearly in 
conflict with the NPPF polices to protect the Green Belt. 

The Council maintains its reasons set out in its responses to the draft Local Plan and in its 

regulation 19 response to site ST 2-31.  This proposal represents a loss of recreational 
facility and it would have greater impact on the Green Belt than the existing building, as 

stated in paragraphs 145 of the NPPF proposals affecting the Green Belt. Paragraph 139 

(f) refers to defining the Green Belt boundaries, it says define boundaries clearly, using 

physical features that are readily recognisable and likely to be permanent. This application 
does not meet this requirement.  

Paragraph 97 of the NPPF refers to open spaces, sports and recreation buildings should not 

be built on. Whilst it is acknowledged this site is currently not in use, it would be 
disappointing to lose this recreational facility permanently. The draft Plan seems keen to 

support a range of leisure and recreation facilities.  

This application for outline planning presents 7 small dwellings with small gardens which 
look inappropriate to the area. It was also noted that Highways has advised on visibility 

splays. 

This site has had a previous planning application, in 2017 there was an outline planning 

application (17/02109/OUT) which was later withdrawn, for the removal of existing golf 
driving range and proposed new building(s) to provide for an ecolation burial facility. In 

the Town Council’s response at the time, it said, it strongly objected to this application, and 

that ‘on planning grounds, members object as the proposal would be detrimental to the 
openness of the Green Belt. The location of the new building is previously undeveloped land 

and, although some thought has gone into the design of the building, it would have a visual 

impact.  No evidence has been provided that the current use of the land, as a golf driving 

range, is no longer needed and its loss would be detrimental to the community’.   

https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PYHYXIBKLZY00
https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PY1AX5BKL8700
https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PXXLL3BKL1Q00
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6.5 Prior notification of a single storey rear extension which extends 4m beyond the rear wall of 

the original dwelling house with a maximum height of 2.75m and eaves height of 2.4m. 115 

Lingfield Road Edenbridge KENT TN8 5DY Ref. No: 19/02640/PAE 
 

Members noted this was for information; no comments. 

 
6.6 Amended Parish Consultation - Construction of one detached one bedroom bungalow and 

one detached two bedroom bungalow. Fox and Manwaring 11 High Street Edenbridge 

KENT TN8 5AB A summary of the main changes are: Amended plans received for unit 

one, reducing the size of unit one to 1 bedroom only and reducing its height. Edenbridge 
Town Council supported the original application with the following comments: Members 

support this application, subject to the Officer checking on the overlooking of 16 Grange 

Close. Ref. No: 19/02209/FUL 
 

Recommend: No objection to the amendments. 

 

6.7 Amended Parish Consultation - Proposed extension to front and rear of property. New 
double garage to front of property. The Pits Pt Lane Edenbridge KENT TN8 6BD 

Edenbridge Town Council objected to the original application on the following basis: 

That it is in front of the building line and would be out of character with the general street 
alignment.  Should the application be approved, Members ask the Officer be minded to 

apply a condition to ensure that it is ancillary to the main house and cannot subsequently be 

converted to a separate property. A summary of the main changes are: Reduction in height 
of the proposed garage in line with others present in Pit Lane. Ref. No: 19/01914/HOUSE 

 

Recommend: Objection. 

Nothing had changed from the previous application and the members’ objection still stands. 
 

7. For Information  

7.1 Mature horse chestnut. Reduce crown by 30% shape and lift canopy, remove any dead or 
diseased branches 4 Eden View High Street Edenbridge KENT TN8 5FE Ref. No: 

19/02738/WTPO 

7.2 Amended Parish Consultation - Provision of a three bedroom dwelling with detached 

garage consistent with application permitted under reference 19/0294/FUL but 
encorperating replacement, rather than conversion of existing outbuilding. Ashcombe 

Hilders Lane Edenbridge KENT TN8 6LD Edenbridge Town Council previously 

supported the application stating: Members now wish to support this amended application 
but ask Officers to ensure the development meets the required standards with regards to 

nearby trees. A summary of the main changes are: Further information regarding 

ecological works received from the Biodiversity Officer at Kent County Council stating 
that previous comments made were still valid. Ref. No: 19/02134/FUL 

 

Members noted agenda items 7.1-7.2; there were no comments 

 

8. TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING REPORTS/MINUTES OF MEETING   

8.1 Open Spaces Committee– 16 September  

Resolved:  the minutes numbered 9219-9223 be adopted. 

8.2 Personnel Committee – 16 September – (copy was attached to papers) 

Resolved:  the minutes numbered 9217-9218 be adopted. 

8.3 Planning and Transportation Committee – 23 September 
Resolved:  the minutes numbered 9224-9226 be adopted. 

8.4 Finance Committee – 23 September  

Resolved:  the minutes numbered 9227-9231 be adopted. 

https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PXXJPWBK0LO00
https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PVEIW7BK0LO00
https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PTTG92BKGZ300
https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PYE9L4BKLSI00
https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PV1GCUBK0LO00
https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Open-Spaces-MN0919.pdf
https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Planning-Mn1909.pdf
https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Finance-Min-19-09.pdf
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8.5 Grants and Charities Annual Meetings – 7 October  
The meetings were noted and the minutes would be received at the next Council meeting. 

 

9. TO RECEIVE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

9.1 County Councillor  

None. 

9.2 District Councillors 

Cllr McArthur reported that the she was still working on the car park review and was also 
looking at the District Council’s strategy for carbon neutral. 

 

10. TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND ANY RECOMMENDATIONS FROM WORKING 

GROUPS; DELEGATED REPORTS; CLERK’S AND OFFCIERS’ REPORTS 

10.1 Parking Group meeting – 9 October – verbal report, notes will be received at the 

November meeting 
Cllr Lloyd reported on the Parking Group’s meeting which took place on 9 October. A visit 

to Spitals Cross to look at the parking situation had been discussed; two sites had been 

identified and it was proposed to talk to SDC. Electric Car Points and the possibilities for 

Edenbridge were considered. Barrier defences for the Market Yard car park and the 
challenges presented; it was agreed to refer to the Open Spaces Committee. Parking 

enforcement for the high street was tabled and there was much discussion on this topic. 

10.2 Clerk’s report 
  Received. 

 

11. OTHER BUSINESS including items referred from Committees for decision 

11.1 To note: Church House Preschool closed at the end of July after approximately 40 

years and vacated Rickards Hall September 

Members were sorry that the preschool had had to close and acknowledged the longevity 

and success of the town preschool. 

11.2 To receive the External Auditor’s Conclusion of Audit 

Received; Cllr Lloyd said that the external auditor’s report was clean which was 

commendable and a reflection on the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO). Members 
praised and thanked the RFO.  

11.3 Personnel Committee: To receive the following recommendations 

11.3.1 To provide the Community Warden with a new contract with continuous 

employment backdated to when she first started; and to invite her on the Medical 

Insurance Scheme from 1 April 2020 

Resolved:  to provide the Community Warden with a new contract with continuous employment 

backdated to when she first started; and to invite her on the Medical Insurance Scheme 
from 1 April 2020 

11.3.2 To offer the two part-time administration staff increased hours from 1 November 

to allow for up to 44 hours in total. If the hours could not be met, the Town Clerk 

was asked to bring back to the Committee to consider advertising for a third 

person. It was agreed that if additional hours were required before 1 November, 

the Clerk could authorise these as needed 

Resolved:  to support the principle to offer the two-part administration staff increased hours from 1 
November. If the hours could not be met, the Town Clerk was asked to report back to 

the Personnel Committee.  It was agreed that if additional were required before 1 

November, she could authorise these as needed. 

11.3.3 To provide the Planning and Administration Assistant and the Tourism and 

Administration Assistant, with permanent contracts with continuous employment 

backdated to when they each first started; and to invite them on to the Medical 

Insurance scheme from 1 April 2020 
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Resolved: to provide the Planning and Administration Assistant and the Tourism and Administration 

Assistant, with permanent contracts with continuous employment backdated to when they 

each first started; and to invite them on to the Medical Insurance scheme from 1 April 2020. 

11.4 Council papers accessibility: To receive a report with proposals to change the way 

council papers are prepared to allow text-based pdfs of its agendas and minutes, and to 

consider purchasing the appropriate software at the expenditure of up to £756 for four 

computer licenses plus installation cost of approximately £200 

Resolved:  the expenditure of up to £756 be allocated for four computer licenses plus installation cost 

of approximately £200 

11.5 To receive a report from the Edenbridge and Westerham Citizens Advice Bureau 
The report from the Edenbridge and Westerham Citizens Advice Bureau was received. 

11.6 To consider writing to Sevenoaks District Council to request that it improves its 

planning portal 
The Town Clerk explained that the planning portal was capable of providing additional 

facilities to parish and town councils which could be useful for monitoring and responding 

to Edenbridge applications. Members discussed; it was noted that retrieving applications 

could be slow and SDC could look at improving the performance of its server. The Town 
Clerk was asked to enquire through the Clerks Forum if other councils had issues with the 

planning portal. Members agreed, and asked the Town Clerk to write to SDC to request 

them to consider improvements to the way in which it communicates applications and the 
planning portal.   

11.7 To consider allowing Lloyds Bank Mobile Branch access to park at the Market Yard 

car park on Thursdays to coincided with Market Day 
Resolved:  to support the initiative of Lloyds mobile banking for residents in Edenbridge and for it to 

coincide with the Thursday market day. Members agreed to allow this use of Market Yard 

car park without charge initially, and to be reviewed.  

11.8 To consider allowing SKY Mobile promotions access to park at the Market Yard car 

park (dates to be confirmed); Sky would pay the Town Council for this facility 

Members discussed allowing a commercial enterprise to pay for use of Market Yard car 

park. It was noted that certain days the car park could be full and Thursdays would not be 
viable due to the market day. However, in principle if it could generate an income it could 

be worth pursuing. Members asked the Town Clerk to suggest the higher rent fee (£500 per 

session). 

Resolved:  to allow SKY mobile promotions use of Market Yard car park on dates to be agreed and for 
a fee to be negotiated (and not on Thursdays) 

11.9 To receive a request from the Rugby Club and to consider allowing them to convert 

two of the changing rooms into one larger changing room at the Pavilion; the Rugby 

Club would fund the cost of the works 

Resolved:  to allow the Rugby Club to fund and carry out the works to convert two changing rooms into 

one, subject to the Town Council’s Building Manger being satisfied that the arrangements 
for the work are proper and that the Rugby Club would make good all areas; and if there 

were any unforeseen incidents, they would be responsible for rectifying any damage.  

11.10 To receive an invitation from CAGNE Aviation to become a member of its Town and 

Parish Council Forum 
Members were aware of the lobby group Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission 

(CAGNE); they discussed if joining the Town and Parish Council Forum could be perceived 

as predetermination if they were to make a representation to any future consultations on 
Gatwick. It was agreed to refer this to the Aviation Consultation Working Group. 

11.11 To confirm the arrangements for the Remembrance Day service and parade – Sunday 

10 November 
Cllr Layland said that he would be laying a wreath on behalf of the Town Council. All 

Councillors were expected to attend the service which would start at 2.30 pm prompt at the  
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Parish Church. The procession to the War Memorial for the wreath laying would follow the 
service. 

 

11.12 Finance Committee: To nominate a replacement Councillor on to the committee 
Resolved:  Cllr McArthur was voted on to the Finance Committee.   

 

12. CONSULTATIONS 

None 

 

13. TO CONSIDER ANY PRESS RELEASES 

Edenbridge Town Council is proud to host the Lloyds Bank Mobile banking facilities at Market 
Yard car park.   

 

14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 11 November 
 

 

Meeting closed at 21:05 


