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Minutes of the extra ordinary meeting of the PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

held in Rickards Hall on Monday 28 October 2019 at 6.35pm 

 

 

Present: A Baker, V Jennings, A Layland, N Lloyd, S McGregor, A Read, J Scholey, B Todd 

(Chairman). 

 
In attendance: Town Clerk, no members of the public and no members of the press. 

 

 

1.          APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Apologies for absence were received, noted and accepted from Cllrs Aldridge, Damodaran, 

McArthur, Roberts-Smith, Smart and Smith. 
 

   

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION - none 

 

18:37 Meeting was adjourned for agenda item 3. 
 

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS - none 

  
18:37 The meeting was reconvened 

 

4. TO RECEIVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION     

COMMITTEE HELD ON Monday 21 October 2019 

  

Resolved: that the minutes be signed by the Committee Chairman as a true and accurate record of 

the meeting.   

 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE, FOR 

REPORT ONLY – none   

 

6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED 

6.1  Outline application for demolition of the existing golf clubhouse and hotel and erection of a 

continuing care retirement community (CCRC) for the elderly alongside a new golf 
clubhouse with hotel accommodation containing shared social, managerial and operational 

space to operate and service the continued golf course use and the CCRC with some matters 

reserved except for access. Kent and Surrey Golf and Country Club, Crouch House 

Road, Edenbridge, KENT, TN8 5LQ Ref. No: 19/02834/OUT 

 

Recommendation: Refusal.  
 

This site is set in the Green Belt. The site was not one of the proposed sites included in the 

emerging draft Local Plan and with the Plan’s outcome yet to be confirmed, the Green Belt 

boundary remains in place. The application refers to the very special circumstances of the need 
for a hotel and retirement accommodation for Tunbridge Wells Borough and Sevenoaks District. 

There is no evidence to support this need for Edenbridge; in contrary to this there is insufficient 

demand with retirement homes in the town currently not selling and are vacant, and there is also 
a new care facility under development (Edenbridge Manor, opening summer 2020).   

The NPPF attaches great importance to protect Green Belt boundaries. It says only in 

exceptional circumstances which are fully evidenced and justified can they be altered; 
(paragraph 136). There are no exceptional circumstances to suggest that the development should 

be permitted. 

The proposal for 100 retirement homes has inconsistences with the information on the size of 

properties, but only 4 one bed properties.  
It was noted that the highways report covered only one week in June which was considered 

insufficient evidence. The information on the bus services was inaccurate; it says three bus 

services, there is actually one 2 and a minimal service at weekends. 
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If this application was to be approved, the following conditions should be included: 

 A safe walking route in to Edenbridge town centre should be in place before residents 

move in (funded through section 106) 

 A joint master plan between other proposed development sites for safe vehicle egress on 

to Crouch House Road 

 

7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

 

The meeting closed at 19:03  


