-9396MINUTES of the Council Meeting of EDENBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL, held via ZOOM on Monday
14 September 2020, at 7.33 pm.
______________________________________________________________________________________
Present:

Cllrs J Aldridge, A Baker, A Damodaran, V Jennings, A Layland (Chairman), N Lloyd, M
McArthur (Vice-Chairman), S McGregor, J Scholey, S Sumner, S Taylor and B Todd

In attendance: Town Clerk; one member of the public and no members of the press.
The Chairman read an advisory statement on the guidelines for conducting remote meetings due to the
Government changes to holding and attending meetings under the Coronavirus Act 2020 S78. Town
Council Standing Orders continue to apply.
1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received, noted and accepted from Cllr Read.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION
None.
19:35 Meeting was adjourned for agenda item 3
3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS
Richard Dowling (Youth Services Manager), West Kent Housing Association made representation on
behalf of HOUSE. The Covid-19 lockdown had meant that the youth facility had had to close, but it
did maintain contact with its members through Zoom sessions. It was now slowly reopening. In
Edenbridge, it had been providing Olympia fitness boxing sessions for its 8-12’s groups using
Stangrove Park, but with the darker evenings they were looking for a suitable venue to host these
sessions as the Eden Centre currently remained closed whilst it awaited Kent County Council (KCC)
to confirm its Covid-19 safe accreditation. He mentioned that at a recent review with the Town
Council, who had always been generous supporters of the youth services, Members at that meeting
had suggested that Rickards Hall may be able to accommodate the boxing fitness sessions.
19.41 Meeting was reconvened.
4. TO RECEIVE, ADOPT AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL
ON 13 July 2020 (9363-9369)
Resolved:

MEETING HELD

that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 13 July 2020 be duly signed by the Chairman
as a true and accurate record of the meeting; pages 9363-9369.

5. TO RECEIVE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS
5.1
County Councillors
The Chairman gave County Councillor Lake’s apologies. He mentioned that Cllr Lake had
recently been working hard to ensure adequate school transport was in place; and he had also
made representations to KCC Highways regarding the recent traffic incidents on Main Road,
Marlpitt Hill.
5.2
District Councillors
Cllr McArthur reported that as a consequence of the Covid-19 pandemic, Sevenoaks District
Council (SDC) had had to shelve some of its strategic projects, but was currently looking at:
1) Waste Management Strategy; 2) biodiversity for the district looking at energy efficiency
and carbon reduction; 3) tree replacement programme; 4) alternative uses for spaces in the
town that were now empty due to the impact of Covid-19.
She also mentioned that SDC had worked to make the offices Coivid-19 safe. There was
currently a low coronavirus infection rate in the district and SDC were planning for any
possible localised lockdown.
6. TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING REPORTS/MINUTES OF MEETINGS
6.1
Planning and Transportation Committee –28 July (9370-9383); 7 September (for noting)
Resolved:
the minutes numbered 9370-9383 to be adopted.
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Resolved:
6.3
Resolved:
6.4
Resolved:

Open Spaces Committee - 25 June (9350-9355); 24 August (9384-9385)
the minutes numbered 9350-9355; and 9384-9385 to be adopted.
Finance and Governance Committee – 07 July (9356-9362)
the minutes numbered 9356-9362 to be adopted.
Personnel Committee – 02 September (9386-9387)
the minutes numbered 9386-9387 to be adopted.

7. TO CONSIDER THE CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS (in view a response was
required before the next Planning Committee meeting)
7.1
Ref no:
20/02469/FUL
Site:
Roughets Spode Lane Cowden KENT TN8 7HH
Development: Demolition of an existing dwelling and construction of a replacement
dwelling
Recommendation: Members supported this application, provided it meets all Greenbelt
Regulations
The Chairman, Cllr Layland, proposed to bring forward agenda item 12.2 HOUSE – to consider allowing
HOUSE to use Rickards Hall at reduced fee (subject to Government guidelines and restrictions) for its boxing
fitness classes. Members,
Resolved:
to bring forward agenda 12.2, and to discuss before proceeding with other items on the
agenda.
12.2

Resolved:

20.03

HOUSE – to consider allowing HOUSE to use Rickards Hall at reduced fee (subject to
Government guidelines and restrictions) for its boxing fitness classes
Cllr Todd spoke in support of HOUSE and commended the work it did for the youth in
Edenbridge. It was noted that the request was for whilst the Eden Centre was closed and was
expected to be for eight-weeks. Members discussed further, and unanimously,
to allow HOUSE to use Rickards Hall for its Olympia fitness boxing sessions on Thursday
evenings, on the condition they adhered to the Government Covid-19 guidelines and provided
the appropriate risk assessments. This arrangement would be free of charge, to be reviewed at
the next full Council meeting in November.

Member of the public left the meeting

8. COVID-19 (Coronavirus): to receive an update on the Council activity
Members referred to the Clerk’s report: the Council Office was open its normal hours and staff were
adhering to the Covid-19 safe guidelines. In the event of any new lockdown measures, the office staff
could revert to working from home; and groundstaff would reduce their hours.
Rickards Hall had been Risk Assessed to reopen; in view of the Government announcement on 8
September of groups no more than six meeting, it was no longer considered appropriate to reopen the
hall unless it was for one of the groups exempt from the rule and appropriate risk assessments had
been carried out. Each enquiry would be considered individually and in line with the Government
guidelines.
9. TO RATIFY THE FOLLLOWNG DECISIONS
9.1
Thursday Market: In view of Bray Associates terminating its lease agreement, to appoint
the current Market Supervisor to continue the running of the Thursday market on a
reduced fee until 31 March 2021. In January, the market trading will be reviewed and
considered if to put out to tender for the new financial year (1 April)
Ratified:
the amended arrangements for the continuation of the Thursday market.
10. TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND ANY RECOMMENDATIONS FROM WORKING GROUPS;
DELEGATED REPORTS; CLERK’S AND OFFICERS’ REPORTS:
10.1
Clerk’s Report
Received.

Edenbridge Town Council/September 2020

Page 2

-939810.2

Buildings Manger’s Report
Received.

11. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR REPORT AND NOT ELSEWHERE ON
THE AGENDA
11.1
To note: The land transfers at Stangrove Park from SDC to ETC have been signed and
completed. SDC would forward to the Land Register
Noted.
11.2
To receive an update on the access for Market Yard car park with a view to amend the
Deeds (Council meeting July 2019 resolution 10.1.1). To consider approving expenditure
for initial investigation to changing the Deeds and issues surrounding the access at the
Market Yard car park (approximate initial spend £1,000)
Members discussed at length, and noted that the nursey school had recently expressed that it
would like to see access and safety improvements at this access point. Members were not
ready to support the cost of legal fees without a scheme having been costed and wanted the
reasons for considering reopening the access from the High Street to the Market Yard car park
to be reviewed.
Members agreed that the scheme needed to be reviewed and fully costed, and asked the Town
Clerk to bring back to the Council once this information was available.
11.3
To receive an update on the research for appropriate Electronic Visual Display facilities
at meetings in Rickards Hall
Cllr Aldridge said that having researched the different options and considering the space of
the Hall, a large television screen would provide good visual indication, was more robust and
less fiddly. Members discussed, and agreed that the larger monitor screen was a good solution
to providing visual display and access for online planning applications. It would also facilitate
Zoom meetings and other media. Members asked for full costings to be presented at the next
meeting to approve.
12. OTHER BUSINESS including items referred from Committees for decision
12.1
To receive an update from Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)
Cllr Jennings reported that the Citizens Advice Bureau (Edenbridge and Westerham) had had
a number of changes with its management and staffing: Alan Feasby (Chairman); Sian Hiller
(CEO); Diane Walker (trustee). The service continued to be operated remotely until KCC
approved the Eden Centre Covid-19 safe and suitable to resume its service from there.
12.2
HOUSE – to consider allowing HOUSE to use Rickards Hall at reduced fee (subject to
Government guidelines and restrictions) for its boxing fitness classes
Discussed after agenda item 7.
12.3
Remembrance Service 2020
A recent meeting attended by representatives from the Parish Church, the Royal British
Legion and the Town Council agreed that due to the current Government coronavirus
guidelines the Remembrance Service in its known format could not take place. It was agreed
that the only viable option would be to hold a Laying of the Wreaths ceremony at 11.00 am at
the War Memorial Hospital, attended only by the Wreath layers, the Reverend Father Stephen
and bugle player.
12.4
To consider and approve the expenditure of up to £1,000 for legal fees to create a second
template Agreement suitable for use with smaller contract works e.g. maintenance and
small scale projects
Members unanimously,
Resolved:
legal fees of up to £1,000 to create a second template Agreement suitable for use with smaller
contract works e.g. maintenance and small scale projects.
12.5
Lone Worker security devices: To review the current lone worker
facilities/arrangements and approve the amended annual expenditure from £276 per
year for one device to £459 per year for three devices; plus the one-off device
expenditure of £297
Members unanimously supported the need for suitable lone worker security and,
Resolved:
the annual expenditure of £459 for three lone worker alarm devices, and the one-off
expenditure of £297 for three devices.
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Resolved:

Social Media Planning Training – to approve the expenditure of £95 for the Tourism and
Administration Officer
Members unanimously,
the expenditure of £95 for the Administration Officer to attend a Social Media planning
training session.

13. CONSULTATIONS
13.1
National Highways and Transport Survey 2020/21 – public consultation - Kent County
Council – opened 13 July 2020, closing date 28 February 2021
Noted.
14. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS WHO HAVE ATTENDED MEETINGS
OF OUTSIDE BODIES
Cllr Lloyd had attended a Campaign to Protect Rural England meeting.
15. TO CONSIDER ANY PRESS RELEASES
None.
16. MATTERS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS
In view of the confidential nature of the following items to be discussed the Chairman moved that the
press and public be excluded from the Chamber. Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960
There were no members of the public in attendance.
17. LEGAL MATTERS – update
The Town Clerk reported that there was nothing significant to report.
18. TO CONSIDER NOMINATIONS FOR CIVIC MEDALLION
Members agreed the process for nominations needed to be reviewed. Cllrs Baker, Layland, McArthur,
and Todd were nominated to work with the Town Clerk to draft new procedures.
19. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 09 November 2020

Meeting closed at 20:55
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