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Minutes of the Meeting of the OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE held via Zoom at 6.15pm on 

Monday 21 September 2020 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Present:  Cllrs B Todd (Chairman), A Baker (Vice-Chairman), J Aldridge, V Jennings, A               

Layland, S McGregor, and S Taylor              

In attendance:  Cllr S Sumner, Deputy Clerk, and Administration and Planning Officer 

   

There were no members of the public present, and no press. 

 

The chairman read an advisory statement on the guidelines for conducting an on-line meeting under the 

Council’s standing orders. 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received, noted, and accepted from, Cllrs A Damodaran, N Lloyd, and A Read 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST, OR PREDETERMINATIONS 

            None 
 
The Chairman adjourned the meeting 
 
3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 None. 
   
The meeting was re-convened.  
 
4.        TO RECEIVE AND SIGN MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 24  
           August 2020 
 

Resolved: that the minutes be signed by the committee chairman as a true and accurate record of 

the meeting (9384-9385). 

 
5. TO RECEIVE ANALYSIS OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE’S RECEIPTS AND 

PAYMENTS TO 31August 2020 
Members noted the comparisons report for the first five months of the financial year. It had 

been necessary to replace the spreader (for fertiliser/winter salt) which had reached the end of 
its useful life. It was 
 

Resolved:  to endorse the purchase at £215 plus VAT from Depreciation.   

       

6. TO RATIFY OPERATIONAL DECISIONS FOR OPEN SPACES 

To progress some items for maintenance safety, or related to playground COVID-19 safety, 

since June committee meeting the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman of Open Spaces 

approved the following: 

 Replacement of vandalised lifebuoy and housing, Mowshurst pond        £  186.05 

 Reinstatement of the Mill Leat re-fill tap                                                  £  135.00 

 Purchase of additional knapsack sprayer, playground sanitising              £  148.95 

 Repair of safety surface, Stangrove Park playground (extreme weather 

caused splitting of joints) ahead of re-opening                                                 £1,995.00 

 Retention Dam bridge boarding repair, River Eden - routing                          £      80.00 

(all prices ex-VAT) 

Resolved:  to ratify the above decisions. 

 

7. CORRESPONDENCE 
7.1 Parish Church re: wild flower garden 
Members noted the letter from the Churchwarden on behalf of the ECOChurch group, which 
had recently gained the Silver Award for its work to make the church and its environs more 
environmentally friendly, and wished to work towards the more difficult Gold standard. 
Previous plans for a quiet garden adjacent to the old Library building, notified to the committee 
last year, had been changed.   
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A Wildflower Garden in an area 7m x 7m in the north-west corner of the Churchyard was now 
proposed, round which the church would erect a small temporary fence to allow wild flowers to 
establish over the next year or so. It was 
 

Resolved: to support the proposal and for the groundstaff to cease cutting the grass in the area 
  as requested. 
 

7.2 Resident re: litter around railway bridge traffic lights, Four Elms Road 
Members noted the issue raised by a resident during the summer regarding the quantity of litter 
which accumulated around the area of the railway bridge traffic lights in Four Elms Road, and 
the response from Sevenoaks District Council (SDC) and Kent Highways to date. It was  
 

Resolved: to request the SDC to increase the frequency of litter clearance for the section of road, 
currently scheduled every eight weeks.  

 
7.3 Great Stone Bridge Trust re: cancelled conservation work 
It was noted Council had been advised that the annual conservation work day at the 
watermeadows beside the River Eden had been postponed, due to the pandemic. It was 
proposed that the “Make A Difference Day” would be re-arranged for a date next year to be 
advised, and as requested in previous years members 
 

Resolved: that two of the grounds team could provide support for the volunteers’ work.  
 
7.4 Resident re: an idea to facilitate all weather skating at Blossoms Park  
Members considered a suggestion from one of the users of the skate ramps at Blossoms Park, 
that the facility could be used for longer in the year if it was covered over to keep off the rain.  
This would allow serious riders an option to train year round to develop their skills in the sport, 
The correspondent would be prepared to work on fund-raising, and submitted an initial sketch 
idea for a single pitch sloping roof.  
 
Initial investigation with a couple of constructors had indicated significant cost, and a wide 
range of physical factors to consider, including the size and height required, rough weather 
resistance, and drainage arrangements for rain run-off. After some discussion it was 
 

Resolved: to present the suggestion at Forward Planning committee, to decide whether it could be 
included in the schedule of future projects, and meanwhile to accept the offer of a site 
visit by one of the constructors to provide an initial suggested design, with costing. 

 

8. HEAD GROUNDSMAN’S REPORT 

8.1 Routine and seasonal work 

Members noted the team’s routine and seasonal work during July-September.  

 

8.2 Groundstaff activity 

Members noted the summer memorials check revealed eight headstones with slight movement, 

and cards were placed to contact families where there was no known current contact. The 

summer visual check of trees revealed mostly minor items which have been dealt with by the 

grounds team. Those beyond capabilities have been referred to a contractor.   

 

The annual COSHH review had been carried out, and there were no amendments required. The 

annual review of Risk Assessments for Open Spaces activities was being carried out this month. 

One alteration was made earlier in the year, to change work gloves to increase protection for  

handling thorn vegetation. The overall Open Spaces Risk Assessment had been amended to 

include the Covid-19 precautions adopted in response to the pandemic. 
   

The team helped with re-fixing roofing sheets at the Forge Croft allotments tea room, after it 

was broken into through the roof. Some compost was stolen, and some scattered around inside. 

Other activity noted included the successful summer pitch repair and maintenance programme, 

with some amendments requested by the Rugby Club for marking out all the pitches for the 

season. The annual selective weed spraying was carried out 7
th
 June by the chosen contractor at 

Blossoms Park, the Recreation Ground and Mowshurst.  

 

The team had replaced the timber knee rail on the green in the Market Yard, and also some of 

the deck boards on the bridge over the River Eden retention dam. The tap to facilitate re-filling  
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the Mill Leat had been installed, and proved to be effective in saving the team quite a bit of time  

The team had painted all the benches and bollards across the Council’s various sites through the 

town, and installed a new litter bin on Forge Green.  

 

All the children’s playgrounds, including the skate park, were being disinfected a minimum of 

twice a week and some weeks more often, when time allowed. 

 

It had been necessary to intensify the pest control programme over the summer months, to deal 

with rats at the pond at Stangrove Park. The Town Clerk had authorised some signs to ask 

people not to feed the ducks, which could help. 

 

A price to replace the water pump on the bowser had been sourced, as it was now unreliable, 

and is over ten years old. Fitting a 12v high flow pump was costed at £369 plus VAT, after 

which the bowser could be used for graffiti removal as well as watering.  As this would mean 

there would be no necessity to replace the Community Warden’s power washer, it was 

 

Resolved:  to approve the replacement of the bowser pump at £369 plus VAT. 

 

8.3 Future items 

Members noted the Head Groundsman seeking a price for a heavier roller attachment for the 

slitter, which he felt could be useful to have to use through the season over the sports pitches. 

 

Members wished to record their congratulations to the groundstaff team for their achievements working 

under difficult circumstances across the months already affected by the pandemic, and continuing. 

 

9. OPEN SPACES BUSINESS FOR DECISION 

9.1 To receive the Burial Report and consider memorial requests 
Members noted the burial report as follows, updating the record of Cemetery activity:   
The burial report is as follows and updates the record of Cemetery activity:   
June 2020                                  July 2020                      August 2020                           
One ashes interment              Four ashes interments           One burial 
One Grant of Right                Two Grants of Right             One ashes interment 
 
Members considered a request from a family to purchase a grave space for ashes interment, with 
the intention of adding further such interments in future. Given that grave spaces were provided 
for full burial, though ashes may be added subsequently in the surface of an existing grave, it 
was  

 
Resolved: there were not special circumstances in this case to grant the request, but the position of 

an ashes plot on the unmarked Ashes Lawn could be specifically measured to enable an 
accurate return to the plot for a future interment.  

  
Another family wished to inter ashes into a grave from 1959, but the grave space was not a 
Purchased Grave and there was no exclusive right of burial. In line with members’ decision at 
the June committee meeting, it was  
 

Resolved: to offer the opportunity of retrospective purchase of a grave space at current fees. 

 

9.2 To consider works scheduled for 2020/21 in the 10 year Open Spaces maintenance 

plan                               
 

 Blossoms Park: replace rear fence (western side) 

Members at the June meeting decided to possibly replace only the most damaged parts of the 

rear boundary fencing, rather than whole length. It was viewed as part of the Quarterly 

Monitoring visits at the end of July, costing has subsequently been sought to replace approx. 

26m of fencing in the north-west corner of the site.  It was 

 

Resolved: to progress the project with Hever Countryside Services at a cost of £3,000 plus VAT. 
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Cemetery walls mortar joints and coping stone repairs 

Contractors were asked to inspect and provide costings for several sections of the north, south, 

and west walls of Cemetery Two/Three, and the south wall of Cemetery One, where a number 

of coping stones showed long-term weather damage. Two advised they could provide costings 

only with a view to work in September, which were expected to be available for the meeting – 

one response was received, another still awaited. The company had advised that upon inspection 

pointing in Cemetery One walls (south and east) was in poor condition, both sides, and had 

provided an additional costing for addressing this significant extra work – at £9,560 above the 

available budget for the planned minor work. Given Cllr Taylor’s relevant experience, it was 

 

Resolved: that Cllr Taylor should inspect the wall next morning with the Deputy Clerk, and report 

his observations, and that funding should be identified to progress the repairs. 

 

Mowshurst car park, and Millennium Wood management 

Members noted solutions for a more robust car park surface were still being sought. A new 

company contact had provided observations and a guide price, and a further company had 

visited the site that morning. Both had commented that removal of the recycling units would 

help reduce surface wear. Companies which had previously provided costed solutions had been 

asked to revisit their quotes to update the prices. As it had been previously established the site 

was not used as much as the other two in the town, it was  

 

Resolved: to request SDC to re-locate the recycling pods away from the car park onto a location 

closer to the main residential area, and thereafter interim work should be carried out on 

the worn areas in the car park, using the £2,000 funding allocated for regrading and 

laying planings.   

 

(Cllr Jennings left the meeting) 

 

Re-marking of Market Yard car park 

Two companies had provided costings to re-mark the Market Yard car park in thermoplastic on 

asphalt. It was  

 

Resolved:  to accept the costing from Central Line Markings at £1,296.00 plus VAT 

 

Playgrounds annual inspection 

Members noted the annual inspection of playgrounds by an independent inspector had been 

scheduled for Wednesday 16
th
 September, and the report was awaited. 

                                                          

9.3 To consider streetlight replacements for 2021/22 in the 30 year Open Spaces 

maintenance plan 

Members noted that of the 31 agreed, there were just four more columns to replace, which were 

scheduled for early October. It was not known whether the actual costs for the 31 columns had 

worked out less than expected, thus creating any surplus for additional work 

 

Members in June discussed a request for brighter lighting in Westways. Currently column 245 

halfway up the road had been replaced in the works this summer. Also column 246 in the 

turning circle at the end of the road had the lantern replaced. Both had been installed at standard  

brightness setting for the lanterns. It was suggested both could be made brighter, although 

closest households may be adversely affected, but if there was still not enough light, the next                                                             

step could be to install an additional column at a potential cost between £2,100 and £2,300.   

 

Resolved: that Cllrs McGregor, Aldridge, and Sumner would make a site visit next evening, and 

report their observations, and that the contractor be contacted to confirm costing.   

 

Members noted that the overall column replacement programme still contained the following to 

address:  20 concrete columns; 33 old (1975/80) steel columns, and 30 modern (from 1985) 

steel columns. Budget-wise, 2021/22 would have £16,200 for concrete columns and £8,100 for 

metal columns, a total of £24,300 inflation linked.  It was 
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Resolved: to continue the programme as planned, with the next increased amount for metal 

columns due in 2025/26, when it would again be £48,600. 

9.4 To arrange the next Quarterly Monitoring visits and update the Action Plan  

Members noted the Action Plan updated from the visit in late July. Two half-day site visits 

usually took place in October, for members to check Council’s Open Spaces and monitor the 

maintenance.  Thursdays 22 and 29 October were suggested dates, and it was 

 

Resolved: Members should confirm their availability to the Deputy Clerk  

 

9.4.1 To consider refurbishment of Crockham Hill memorial 

Members had noted the condition of this Portland limestone community memorial in the 

Cemetery during the monitoring visit, and three companies had been asked to provide costings 

for refurbishment. It was  

 

Resolved: to commission Burslem to clean the memorial and hand paint the 623 characters of  

                          inscription with two coats at £1,700 plus VAT, funded from open spaces contingency 

 

(The Head Groundsman left the meeting) 

 

9.4.2 To consider additional items for beginners/inexperienced skaters at Blossoms Park 

During the monitoring visit, councillors were reminded of the suggestion that a small area could 

be created to provide an opportunity for younger/inexperienced skaters to develop skills away 

from the larger and faster main ramps.  An initial proposal for this on the asphalt space beyond 

the skate ramps (north end) had been obtained from the constructor, costed at c. £20,000. It was 

 

Resolved: to consider this project for a CIL funding application, and produce a firm proposal 

 

9.5 To consider provision of an additional bus shelter 

Members noted investigations for the possible new bus shelter in Swan Lane, had established 

that the land at the bus stop is Highways, and that a shelter could be allowed provided the 

footway width was not compromised and the front of any canopy was at least 450mm back from 

the edge of the road. Unfortunately, the appropriate officer in the public transport team for 

advice was covering for another essential role without access to his e-mails, but a reply was 

being pursued.  Similarly, an inquiry to the bus company about passenger numbers on the route 

has so far brought no response.  The need for planning permission was being checked, and a 

reply was awaited. 

The cost of a wooden shelter in keeping with the rural setting varies with the design and 
manufacturer chosen, and whether or not a base is required as part of the installation process, 
ranging from £8,000 to £11,000 for supply and install. It was 
 

Resolved: to continue pursuing the information sought, and Cllr Layland would liaise with the 
deputy clerk to progress the project. 

 

9.6 To consider speed restriction measures in the Recreation Ground west car park 
No further reports of antisocial driving behaviour in the car park had been made to the Council 

office since the June committee meeting. The local PCSO had confirmed this, though motor  

bikes/quads on the field itself had been reported to the police at times. Speed restriction 

measures in the car park would not stop those on the field, and it was not thought they would 

actually stop activity in the car park itself, but rather be seen as a challenge. 

  

Initial investigation had highlighted the issue that unless speed bumps were installed across the 

full width of the car park (approx. 15m) and at regular intervals over its 90m length, motorbikes 

or cars could still go round the edges – but the area had parking spaces on both north and south 

boundaries, and speed bumps would present a trip hazard to general users getting in and out of 

parked cars.  

 

Having considered the likely cost of reasonably robust bolt-down speed bumps was around 

£1,530 plus VAT, plus currently unknown cost of installation, it was 



Edenbridge Town Council/Open Spaces Committee/September 2020  Page 6 

                                                          - 9405 - 

 

Resolved: not install speed restriction measures at this time, but continue to monitor the situation 

  
9.7   To consider allotment requests 

Following previous discussion of the issue of bonfires at Forge Croft site, members noted the 

response from the relevant portfolio holder regarding the SDC policy on bonfires: that SDC did 

not have a specific policy, but nuisance fires were addressed through Environmental Health. 

The Edenbridge Allotment Garden Association (EAGA) committee members had requested 

permission for occasional fires, particularly to help with non-compostable waste from its work 

voluntarily keeping site boundary growth under control in winter months.  It was  

 

Resolved: to permit the EAGA committee to have a bonfire once a month if necessary to dispose 

of non-compostable clearance waste, having particular regard to wind direction. 

 

Two further plot holders had submitted requests for temporary structures: one was for a small 

enclosed shelter hut with door, size 1.4m (4ft 8ins) x 1.3m (4ft 4ins) x 1.6m (5ft 4ins); the other 

was for a greenhouse size 1.8m (6ft) x 3m (10ft) in plastic with aluminum frame. In line with 

previous decisions, it was 

 

Resolved: to allow both requests, provided both were removed when the respective tenancies 

ended. 

 

Members considered requests from two tenants at Swan Lane allotments: one for an 8ft x 6ft 

glass greenhouse with metal frame beside an existing small shed; the other request was to 

reduce an open pergola plant support structure by one third, converting the remainder into a 6ft 

x 4ft potting shed with wooden sides and Perspex roof, beside an 8ft x 4ft mesh fruit cage. 

 

Resolved: to allow both requests, provided that both items as temporary structures were removed 

at the end of the respective tenancies. 

 

9.8    To consider a tree planting programme for Open Spaces 

Members noted the wildflower and planting working group did not meet in July, as proposed, 

but the Head Groundsman and Deputy Clerk proposed a programme, having considered the 

suitability of Council’s sites for additional trees, and limited options without changing current 

use of sites.  It was 

 

Resolved: to adopt a future tree-planting programme for Council sites as follows: 

Mowshurst:  open north field ( recently designated to create wildflower meadow) 

a few individual trees to be spaced across the centre. 

  Stangrove Park:  to infill gaps in the perimeter tree belts, replant part of the lime   

avenue on the eastern path parallel to Station Road, and plant a 

group on the western edge at the top of the slope.  

                          Recreation Ground:  two or three trees to be replaced in the remains of the hedge-line                     

            halfway across the fields, and some additions in the perimeter 

hedgelines.    

                        Blossoms Park: two or three more blossom trees to be added to the area approaching 

the skate ramps.  

Marsh Green: three gaps along the main road side to take replacement London                

plane, horse chestnut, or oak, additional willow planting on the rear                                  

(north) edge.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

10. NEWS RELEASE 

Members considered whether any items from the meeting should be the subject of a News 

Release, and 

 

Resolved: to publicise the tree-planting programme. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.25pm 

 


