


 In the event of a fire or alarm sounding

- Leave calmly and quietly

- Nearest evacuation points   

- Meeting point – in the car park

 No smoking allowed in the building

 Toilets located at the entrance

 Paper cups in the bins provided



 Presentations will be given by 
each presenter

 Questions will be received at the 
end of the meeting (for up to 15 
minutes)

 Question box: at the registration 
table there is a question box 



 To receive the minutes from the 
Annual Town Meeting 2018/19



 Your new Town Councillors

 Your District Councillors: Cllrs Barnett, 
Layland, McArthur, McGregor

 County Councillor Lake

 Cllr Fleming, Leader, Sevenoaks District 
Council 

 Cllr Edwards-Winser, Chairman of SDC

 Welcome to all the speakers 

 Thank you all volunteers and local groups



Cllr Peter Smith
Cllr Stephen Sumner 

Cllr Jon Aldridge      Cllr Angela Baker    Cllr Alan Damodaran   Cllr Vic Jennings  Cllr Alan Layland

Cllr Nick Lloyd    Cllr Margot McArthur  Cllr Stuart McGregor  Cllr Angela Read  Cllr Zoe Roberts-Smith

Cllr John Scholey Cllr Bob Todd Vacancy



Town Council

Town Clerk
(Caroline Leet)

Deputy                       RFO                       Head 
Clerk                      (Daphne Slater) Groundsman
(Kathy Staff)                                                                                        (Craig Open)

Community Warden    Buildings Manger
(Rose Briggs)                                               (Martin Leach)

Grounds team
(Lance Thompsett; Tony Saunders; Sean Rose)

Admin & Planning Assistant 
(Deborah Bond – starts April)

Admin & Tourism Assistants
(Georgina Vagg and Charlotte Ford)                              Administration/Planning Officer

(Lindsey Eaton) Retired



 5 playgrounds
 9 buildings and outbuildings (own/or maintain)
 8 Open Spaces – parks and greens
 Millennium Wood
 2 ponds
 Over 550 trees maintained
 249 Streetlights own plus maintain 2 for SDC
 3 Cemeteries and the Churchyard 
 2 allotment sites
 Own and maintain the sports pitches
 1 car park
 Public toilets
 Council office facility open 9 am – 5 pm weekdays



 57 Council and Committee meetings

 Planning Committee has made 116 planning 
recommendations to SDC 

 Reviewed the SDC Character Assessment document

 Councillors have attended in excess of 100 outside 
organisation meetings

 Open Spaces ensured a high standard maintained 
to the town’s facilities and cemeteries – periodic 
tree survey, new vehicle and equipment

 Bonfire clear-up paid for

 Liaised with Highways over Edenbridge issues

 Given £21,175 of grants to local organisations

 CIL bids – considered 10 projects



 Spitals Cross playground 

 Public toilets 

 Summer Play days

 Sport pitches improvements

 Barrier improvements (preventative action against 
incursions) – Marsh Green, Blossoms Park, 
Recreation Ground, Stangrove Park, Mowshurst

 Draft Local Plan hearing – Consultant 
representation on behalf of Edenbridge

 Rickards Hall – refurbished floor

 Bulk refuse collections – pilot

 Flower and hanging baskets displays in the town

 Office refurbishment and IT upgrades



 New retail facilities – Lidl, Greggs, Home 
Bargains

 New care home

 New medical centre

 New housing

 Excellent sports clubs and facilities



In addition to continuing to maintain to a high 
level, the town’s open spaces and the Council’s 
public buildings, there will be:
 New Tourism website
 Upgrade to Town Council website
 Gym and outdoor games equipment
 Pavilion windows and security replacement
 Street lights replacement programme 
 VE Day event – 8 May – more info on Facebook





 For a Band D property total Council Tax grew 20.5% from 2014/15 to 2019/20:

2019/20

 The ETC precept over the five years grew by 11%, nearly

half the KCC growth and a third of the Police growth. 

£ 2015  2020  Over 5yrs

KCC 1,068.66 1,299.42 22%

Police & Crime 144.28     193.15     34%

Fire & Rescue 69.30       77.76       12%

Sevenoaks DC 189.18     215.01     14%

ETC 129.58     144.33     11%

1,601.00 1,929.67 21%



 For a typical Band D property the Precept for 2020/21 will go up 
by £5.77 (or 48p per month) to £150.10. (Less than the cost of a 
postage stamp each month) 

 This will be spent on:

£

Full     

Year

Per 

month

Open Spaces 78.55       6.55         

Central Services 67.74       5.65         

Council/Emergency Planning 3.81          0.32         

150.10     12.51      



Estimate

2019/20  

Staff costs 322,526 

10/30 yr maintenance programme 228,550 

Equipment, Tools, Materials, Vehicles 77,588 

Election Costs 17,980 

Small projects, other 21,294 

Vandalism 2,974 

Services and Utilities 36,984 

Footpaths, lighting maintenance 15,700 

Legal & professional, audit 3,605 

SLA - House, Museum, Twinning 14,000 

Grants 7,725 

Church House 2,954 

Public Toilets 10,385 

Rickards Hall 12,890 

Total Expenditure 775,155 

 The current financial year (2019/20) runs to the end of March.

 The forecast below has ten months of actual spend with the last two 
months an estimate. 



 The Town Council has 
General reserves and specific reserves.
It also holds the Community Infrastructure
Levy (CIL) money, which can be applied for to
fund specific projects

 However CIL Funds can only be applied for specific infrastructure supporting 
projects and has to be spent within five years of the CIL being earnt.  Of the CIL 
Funds held £311,544 has been allocated to support specific projects including 
the new medical centre.

 Specific reserves are funds set 
aside in previous years to be
spent for specific reasons:

 Only the General Reserve can be used to fund short term deficits in the budget.  
The increase in the Precept is in part to ensure this can be maintained at      
prudent levels in the longer term. 



Reminder questions will be 
taken at the end of the 
meeting



County Councillor Peter Lake



Cllr Fleming, Leader, 
Sevenoaks District Council 



Sergeant Nathan Cox and 
PCSO Joseph Cain



Cllr Margot McArthur, 
Chairman of the 

Edenbridge Town Council 
Emergency Planning Committee



Despite the rains and unblocking drains, 
volunteers were still able to smile



The extent of the catchment area



The waterways supplying our river valley



Leigh Flood Barrier open – River Medway



Leigh Flood Storage Area in operation



Adam Wickings, CCG

Edenbridge new Medical Centre



Edenbridge Fire Brigade 
Tamer Ozdemir, Local Manager





Sustainable Edenbridge
March 2020



Do any of these matter to you?

Our local environment?

Our local businesses ?

Our local services for our wellbeing?

Sustainability related issues locally and in the wider 
world e.g. climate emergency?



So why not join us?



Lots in the pipeline: 

We do things as a group and individual members help out others who are involved in likeminded projects 
too.  Here are some examples: 



2020 is an important year

Sustainable Edenbridge membership grew from early 2019 onwards as awareness 
of the necessity for action on climate change grew.   

Let’s end with the words of Chris Stark, Chair of the UK Committee on Climate 
Change: 

“Our summary view is that 2020 must be the year of action. ……. 9th

November 2020 is the date that the Glasgow COP will commence. It is 
therefore the date by which the UK must have put its house in order. Not 
just setting a Net Zero target, but making credible plans to meet it. Not 
just naming ‘resilience’ as a priority, but taking ambitious action on 
adaptation.”



How to get involved

Email:   sustainable.edenbridge@gmail.com

Facebook group:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/sustainableedenbridge/

Pick up one of our leaflets on the way out

mailto:sustainable.edenbridge@gmail.com


Joan Varley
Eden Valley Museum



Anthony Shipwright, 
Youth Worker,  

Eden Christian Trust

EDENBRIDGE 

YOUTH CLUB  NEWS



 Please wait for the  microphone before asking 
your question

State clearly your:
◦NAME
◦STREET WHERE YOU LIVE

 Any questions that we don’t have time for 
tonight, can be put on the postcards at the 
registration table and put in to the box. We will 
publish on the website a summary of the answers 



You are welcome to stay for a 
chat to Councillors and 
representatives from local 
groups


