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MINUTES Edenbridge Town Council OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE, held via ZOOM on Monday 8 

February 2021, at 7.30 pm.                                        
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Present:  Cllrs J Aldridge, A Baker (Vice-Chairman), A Damodaran, V Jennings, A Layland N Lloyd, S 

McGregor, and B Todd (Chairman) 

 

In attendance:  Town Clerk; Responsible Financial Officer; Head Groundsman  

 

The Chairman read an advisory statement on the guidelines for conducting remote meetings due to the 

Government changes to holding and attending meetings under the Coronavirus Act 2020 S78. Town 

Council Standing Orders continue to apply. 

 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received, noted and accepted from the Deputy Clerk. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION  

Cllr Baker declared a non-pecuniary, personal interest in agenda item 8.3. 

 

19:35 Meeting was adjourned for agenda item 3. 

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS 
None.  

 

19.48 Meeting was reconvened. 

 

4. TO RECEIVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD ON 16 November 2020   

Resolved:  that the minutes of the Open Spaces Committee meeting held on 16 November 2020 be duly 

signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting; pages 9434-9438. 

 

5. TO RECEIVE RECEIVE ANALYSIS OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS  

Received. It was noted that the figures suggested an underspend, but the reality was that the larger 

projects in the 10-and-30-year maintenance plans had been deferred due the current Covid-19 

pandemic and restrictions. These would be moved into the new financial year, and therefore show as 

an overspend against budget 2021/22.  The biggest sum was for the Pavilion windows and possible 

shutters, but a decision on the best solution had yet to be decided on and approved by full Council. 

The cemetery fees were higher than budgeted.  

 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 

6.1 County Resident re: annual wildlife report 

Received. Cllr Todd expressed his appreciation to Mr David Ede who each year had produced 

a detailed report on the daily wildlife observations in Edenbridge, particularly the habitat lying 

between Lingfield Road and the River Eden. 

6.2 To receive a request to consider a ‘grind box’ for Blossoms Park 

Cllr Todd referred to the Clerk’s report: In November, the groundstaff discovered a new item 

of skating equipment along the far side of the ramps at Blossoms Park that had been placed 

without any prior discussions and approval with the Town Council. A notice was put on the 

item and it was removed amicably. The grind box had been designed for a number of roller 

blade skating enthusiasts, mostly 30-something in age group but some younger. The existing 

ramps were independently inspected against the BS EN 14974:2019 standard for roller sports 

equipment, and any addition would need to meet approved criteria when inspected.  If the item 

provided was produced by an authorised company, they would have Public Liability and 

Employer's Liability insurance for the construction and installation process, and the Council 

would expect a warranty for the equipment to cover the quality of the item and if any 

subsequent defects emerged. Also, the Council was already planning to add some additional 

items of equipment in the asphalt area on the north side of the existing ramps (reported to  
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November meeting). Enquires had been made to the constructor/maintenance company for the 

existing skate ramps regarding the grind box and also the cost of a new grind box added into 

the proposed extension. A response to the questions had not been received. An update would 

be provided to the Committee’s April meeting. 

 

Members discussed; and agreed that the Council should try to support the installation of a 

grind box subject to: either the existing item meeting the required manufacturing standards or 

with a new approved grind box, and that it does not compromise the existing plans for youth 

equipment improvements. It was suggested that further consultation should be made with the 

users of the skate park before a final decision was taken. Members unanimously,  

Resolved:  to talk to the users of the skate park before finalising the new items of equipment at the Skate 

Park; and in principle, to include a grind box if space permitted without compromising the 

proposed improvements for the beginners and younger members of the community.  The CIL 

bid for the improvements to include the costs of a possible grind box. 

 

7. HEAD GROUNDSMAN REPORT 

7.1 To receive the Head Groundsman report 

Received. 

7.2 To approve the expenditure of up to £600 for a scarifying rake for the tractor 

Members unanimously, 

Resolved: the expenditure of up to £600 for a scarifying rake for the tractor. 

7.3 To note: some weather improvements to the path at the Recreation Ground, near the 

bridge 

Noted. The Head Groundsman reported that he had sourced some wood chips and would use 

these to help improve the condition of paths at sections of the Recreation Ground which were 

particularly boggy. Members noted that the landowners are responsible for the repairing stiles 

and paths on their land. 

7.4 Items for the future 

The Grounds team would be working with the Sevenoaks District Council (SDC) on the town 

wildflower meadow area. Last year, there had been some conversations with SDC about the 

field at Mowshurst where the long grass was, and whether this area was suitable for 

wildflower meadow. Members were asked if they would support trialing a section at 

Mowshurst to create a wildflower meadow, if SDC were able to help with cutting the grass at 

the beginning of the season. If there was going to be a cost for the cutting that exceeded small 

projects expenditure this would be reported back to the April meeting to consider. Members 

unanimously, 

Resolved: to trial a wildflower meadow at Mowshurst. 

 

8.  OPEN SPACES BUSINESS 

8.1 Update: To receive the Burial Report and consider memorial requests  

Members noted that there we Cemetery three had 6 plots remaining; a further 350 plots 

(approx.) would be available in Cemetery four. The plots had been marked out on a new plan 

and vinyl copies were being ordered.  

8.2 10/30-year maintenance plans – to approve the preparation of a proposal for the 

Recreation Ground refurbishment 

Cllr Todd said that the refurbishment of the Recreation Ground playground was in the 30-year 

maintenance plans, that it had been identified for refurbishment within the next year and had 

already been recommended that this projected be funded via the CIL funds. Some preliminary 

research had started to take place on possible costs and designs to help with preparing a 

specification to go out to public tender. This had included expanding the play facilities for 

older children. A CIL bid had been submitted to SDC to fund this addition. Unfortunately, the 

application had not met the full criteria. He went on to say that it would be good if the 

Committee could proceed with this project in the new financial year. Members discussed, 

including the scope of the project and if there were other sources of funding other than CIL. It 

was recognised that the cost for the Spitals Cross playground refurbishment had cost more 

than £80k and it would expect that the Recreation Ground improvements would be similar if  
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not higher, nearer the £100k cost. Whilst Members supported to include facilities for the older 

children, the priority was to improve the existing playground area. Members unanimously, 

Resolved: to proceed with investigations into the designs for the playground area and to submit a CIL 

application to the Town Council’s CIL Board to fund the cost of the refurbishment and 

possible older children’s play equipment. 

 

Members suggested revisiting the SDC CIL Bid to understand why it was rejected, and if the 

reason/s could be addressed, to consider resubmitting the Bid to SDC CIL for future funding 

of the older children’s play equipment. 

 

Cllrs Todd, Baker and Lloyd would lead on the design and negotiations working with the 

Community Warden and Town Clerk to prepare a tender specification. 

 

8.3 To consider a defibrillator and cabinet for Stangrove Park 

Members discussed a defibrator and cabinet for the Stangrove Park, and if it would be more 

appropriate for the Town Council to purchase but funded by a donation. To be able to reclaim 

the VAT the Town Council would have to take control of defibrillator as an Asset which 

would include covering the costs of maintenance and replacement. Cllr Baker said that the 

CFRs were yet to investigate fully the implications of making a financial donation to the 

Council to purchase the equipment; and would report back to the Committee for a decision if 

it was to consider this further. Members unanimously, 

Resolved: to support Stangrove Park as a location for a defibrillator and cabinet, and to be advised by the 

CFRs as to the most suitable location. 

8.4 Dog fouling signage for Stangrove Park 

Members unanimously, 

Resolved: the expenditure of up to £150 for two signs for ‘no dog fouling’ to be sited near the basketball 

area and outdoor gym. 

8.5 To approve the expenditure of up to £200 for the replacement sundial  

Members unanimously, 

Resolved: the expenditure of £200 for a replacement gnomon for the sundial of the same style. 

 

9. TO CONSIDER ANY PRESS RELEASES 
Once the defibrator had been installed, to issue a social media post. 

 

10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 12 April  
 

 

Meeting closed at 20:38 


