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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN: The past year has been a year like no other. I am proud
how the Town Council has adapted its working prac�ces in order to meet the challenges and
ensure con�nua�on of services to residents, whilst helping nearly 400 residents who were
shielding. I am looking forward to this new Council year, as some kind of “normal” returns to
our community. We hope that many projects which have been on “hold” can get going as the
summer arrives as well as some new ones. The March CIL Board mee�ng awarded funds to
refurbish and upgrade the Recrea�on Ground playground; addi�onal facili�es at Blossoms Park
Skate Park; a new bus shelter for Swan Lane; poten�al addi�onal streetlights forWestways; and
new fencing at Stangrove Park playground. The Cricket Club was also awarded funding for a
new ar�ficial pitch.
Thank you to my fellow councillors, volunteers and residents who help make Edenbridge the
lovely place it is to live.

EDENBRIDGE IN BLOOM: This year’s compe��on is renamed ‘Sevenoaks District In Bloom’. Sponsored by Coolings
Garden Centre, the compe��on is free to enter with categories ranging from individual pots to en�re gardens, an
allotment, commercial such as shop and pub fronts, and community categories.
Category winners are awarded prizes of up to £25 of Coolings vouchers, and all entrants will receive a free voucher to
get you started. Entries are welcomed from enthusias�c gardeners or anyone wan�ng to showcase their green fingered
skills. To enter, submit a completed form available here: h�ps://www.coolings.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/
Sevenoaks-District-In-Bloom-2021-Entry-Form-Web.pdf or visit www.coolings.co.uk. The deadline for all entries is 5 July
2021. Judging will take place the last two weeks of July, followed by an awards ceremony in September (Covid-19
restric�ons permi�ng). Entry forms can be collected from the Town Council Office.

VISIT EDENBRIDGE - new tourism website www.visitedenbridge.com

The Town Council has been working on a more modern, user friendly tourism site bringing together the visitor a�rac�ons
in and around Edenbridge to create a focal tourist informa�on point which will also benefit local residents and businesses.
The new site is fresh, easy to navigate and discover local a�rac�ons, ac�vi�es, countryside and open spaces, walks, history
and picturesque buildings. There is also informa�on for places to eat, stay and shop, as well as local events. With the
Lockdown restric�ons being li�ed why not visit the site to explore and plan your days out. The site replaces the previous
‘edenvalleykent’ but all the previous links have been redirected to the new site.

www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk / or find us on Facebook



OTHER COUNCIL NEWS

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY WARDEN: I have been
busy star�ng to make contact with groups and planning for
the resump�on of ac�vi�es in our new ‘normal’. Wewill be
re-star�ng li�er picking in small groups adhering to the
current Covid-19 guidelines. I know that community
spirited people have been doing this purposefully whilst
taking their daily exercise and we thank you for keeping
Edenbridge beau�ful. We will also be resuming Speed
Watch ac�vi�es as soon as allowed. We welcome new
volunteers to add to our teams of li�er pickers and speed
watchers. Please contact the Council office if you are
interested in volunteering, or you can email me at
communitywarden@edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk.

I have also been out and about cleaning off graffi� which
has increased during lockdown. Please report this to the
police as a crime when you see it, as it is an�- social
behaviour and costs money to remove. Support for some
vulnerable people con�nues as lockdown is eased, and
appreciate that it has been a very difficult year for many
people in a variety of ways.

STAFF CHANGES: Firstly we extend a warm welcome to
Lorraine Ganney who joined the office team in February.
Lorraine is replacing Daphne Slater who is re�ring a�er 12
years as The Responsible Finance Officer. Daphne will be
greatly missed and we wish her well with her re�rement.
Georgina Vagg-Stockdale is also leaving as she would like
to spend more �me with her three lovely children, the
youngest of whom is only six months old. We wish her
well for the future with her young family. Our Best wishes
also go to Charlo�e Ford, who joined the Council for a
one-year maternity cover, but who is now herself
expec�ng her third child in June. Charlo�e was a great
asset to the team and will be missed.

Congratula�ons to Debbie Bond, who has been with the
Council for a year and has recently, passed her
Introduc�on to Local Council Administra�on.

RICKARDS HALL AND WI HALL: Both halls are available for
bookings and are ideal for mee�ngs, children’s birthday
par�es, dance or fitness classes, events andmore. Rickards
Hall now has visual display facili�es available for booking
with mee�ngs. For more details visit the Town Council’s
website h�ps://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/
what-we-do-2/community-centres-and-village-halls-2/ or
contact the office on 01732 865368.

FROM LOCKDOWN TO RELAXATION OF COVID RULES

Restric�ons are easing across the country, and brings for
many of us longed opportuni�es to see friends and family,
play sports and get out and about. However, it is important
that we all con�nue to follow the stay safe guidance. The
vaccine programme has had a great start. The infec�on
rates in the Sevenoaks district are coming down because
people have been adhering to the guidelines. Let’s hope
this con�nues, and we can all enjoy a freer 2021. For
informa�on on the roadmap out of lockdown in England,
details are on the .gov.uk website h�ps://www.gov.uk/
g u i d a n c e / n a � o n a l - l o c kd own - s t a y - a t - h ome

Mental Health: For many, and especially those more
vulnerable to the virus, the prospect of coming out of
lockdown could be as hard coming out of lockdown as it
was to start and could impact on mental health. Fear and
anxiety are possibly the most common emo�onal
responses and finding a way to pull ourselves through
lockdown took a lot of our emo�onal energy. It is
important to realise these feelings are reasonable and to
take things at your own pace, but to try and challenge
yourself to try something different each day. For mental
health �ps visit h�ps://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/
coronavirus/mental-health-�ps.

TOWN AMBASSADORS COME TO EDENBRIDGE
Watch out for two new faces in Edenbridge, the Town
Ambassadors appointed under the Sevenoaks District
Council scheme. They can be spo�ed wearing the
dis�nc�ve a “Happy To Help” tabard rather than a uniform.
You may have already seen them in town, and their role is
to offer help and advice for businesses and residents.

BUS ROUTE AROUND TOWN - Ride the Edenbridge
E1 Yellow bus for £1: Go-Coach in conjunc�on with KCC
has introduced an Edenbridge Town service. It runs every
half hour Monday to Friday from Edenbridge Post Office,
then stopping at the Leisure Centre - Farmstead Drive – Lidl
- Swan Lane - Hilders Lane - Crouch House Road St.
Brelades - Crouch House Road - Pine Grove - Waitrose Car
Park - Edenbridge Hospital - Edenbridge Post Office.
Passengers can also hail and ride the buses from Hilders
Lane, Li�le Browns Lane, and Crouch House Road.

Reporting anti-social behaviour and crime: Should you see any anti-social or suspicious behaviour or be
concerned that a crime may have been committed, contact the Police using telephone number 101;
alternatively contact Kent Police via their web-site at www.kent.police.uk.
999 (or 112) should be used if a crime is being committed or if you feel that you are under a threat of harm.
This includes fast bikes, cars, quad bikes, which have increased in Edenbridge during the recent lockdown -
if you witness any of these, and think there is an immediate danger call 999, alternatively report this on 101.


