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MINUTES of the Council Meeting of EDENBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL, held via Zoom on Monday 

12 July 2021, at 7.30 pm.                                        
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Present:  Cllrs J Aldridge, A Baker (Vice-Chair), S Compton, V Jennings, A Layland, N Lloyd, M 

McArthur, S McGregor, A Read, J Scholey, S Sumner, and B Todd (Chairman) 

 

In attendance:  Town Clerk; one member of the public and no members of the press.  

 

The Chairman read an advisory statement on the guidelines for conducting remote meetings and 

reminded Members, Town Council Standing Orders continued to apply. The Town Clerk advised 

that it was unfortunate that due to Covid-19 guidelines on isolation the meeting could not take place 

face-to-face. Notices had been published to advise members of the public and allow to attend 

remotely. All decisions from the meeting would need to be ratified at a public face-to-face meeting; 

and if Members wanted to defer debate to another public face-to-face meeting, they should advise at 

the agenda item. 

 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received, noted and accepted from Cllrs Damodaran and Taylor. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION  

None. 

 

19:33 Meeting was adjourned for agenda item 3. 

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS 
A representative from the Edenbridge Community Christmas Associate (ECCA) spoke about its 

plans for this year and was hoping to hold its main event on Saturday 29 November. A number of 

fundraising activities were planned to include a family fun day in August at the Recreation Ground 

and a quiz night in October. The past year had been difficult for fundraising, and he asked if the 

Town Council would be able to provide a grant. He also mentioned that the ECCA had over the 

years acquired a lot of equipment and asked the Council for help with storage.  

 

Cllr Todd praised the ECCA for its events and asked if this could be on a future agenda for Members 

to consider. The Town Clerk advised bookings for the Recreation Club were managed by the Rugby 

Club, and to email her and she would respond with appropriate advice.   

 

19.40 Meeting was reconvened; one member of the public left the meeting. 

 

 

4. TO RECEIVE, ADOPT AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL 

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 02 June 2021 (9546-9547) 

 

Resolved:  that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 2 June 2021 be duly signed by the Chairman 

as a true and accurate record of the meeting; pages 9546-9547. 

 

5. TO RECEIVE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

5.1 County Councillors 

Cllr Todd welcomed Cllr McArthur to the meeting as the newly elected Kent County 

Council (KCC) Councillor for Sevenoaks Rural South, following the elections on 6 May. He 

congratulated her on her appointments as Deputy Cabinet Member for Integrated Children’s 

Services, and committee appointments to Corporate Parenting Panel and Kent Flood Risk 

Management.   

https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/mc-events/extraordinary-council-meeting/?mc_id=630
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Cllr McArthur thanked the Chairman. She said that KCC had approved its budget which had 

a £22m reduction, mainly a consequence of the Covid-19 pandemic and Council Tax 

payments not collected, and lower income households. Looking ahead, it would still need to 

make savings in the budgets 2022/23 £60m and 2023/24 £80m.  This would be a difficult 

challenge.  However, it had increased the schools’ budgets and had received some 

Reconnect funding. Children’s services were under immense pressure with the influx of 

asylum children. Unlike adults which are dispersed nationally, the children remained Kent’s 

responsibility and there was no Government help.   

 

5.2 District Councillors 

Cllr McArthur reported Sevenoaks District Council (SDC) Customer Service was now open 

7.00 am to 7.00 pm every day. Staff were working part of the week office based and the 

other days at home. The Environmental Health team had now disengaged from Dartford; 

this had seen some changes to personnel. Referring to the Local Plan, she said that SDC was 

considering its options and looking at updating its draft Plan and mindful of the new 

Government white paper. Following the Governments Road Map to Recovery and step 4, 

the Covid-19 Care for the Community volunteers’ scheme was finishing. 

  

6. TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING REPORTS/MINUTES OF MEETINGS 

6.1 Planning and Transportation Committee – 26 April (9528-9530); Planning Committee 

– 17 May (9538-9541); Planning Committee - 7 June (9548-9550); Planning and 

Transportation Committee – 28 June (9556-9559) 

Resolved:  the minutes of the meetings and numbered - 26 April (9528-9530); 17 May (9538-9541); 7 

June (9548-9550); 28 June (9556-9559) to be adopted. 

6.2 Open Spaces Committee - 14 June (9551-9555) 

Resolved:  the minutes of the meeting and numbered – 14 June (9551-9555) to be adopted. 

6.3 Finance and Governance Committee - 24 May (9542-9545) 

Resolved:  the minutes of the meeting and numbered – 24 May (9542-9545) to be adopted. 

 

7. COVID-19 (Coronavirus): update following the Government’s announcement of the 4-step 

plan to come out of Lockdown  

Cllr Todd referred to the Town Clerk’s report: all staff continued to take regular rapid lateral flow 

tests. Visitors were not being allowed into the office but were being served at the door for the 

foreseeable future and due to the rising Covid-19 cases. The SDC Volunteers Lead meeting in June 

agreed to continue until the lockdown measures were fully lifted, although calls for volunteer 

support and prescription collections were very few across the district.   

The Clerk added, with recent isolation forced upon staff this would have some impact with service 

delivery, although office staff had continued to work from home.   

 

8. TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND ANY RECOMMENDATIONS FROM WORKING 

GROUPS; DELEGATED REPORTS; CLERK’S AND OFFICERS’ REPORTS: 

8.1 Clerk’s Report  
Received. 

8.2 Buildings Manger’s report 

Received; there were no questions. 

8.3 Community Warden’s report 

Received; there were no questions. 

 

9. TO RECEIVE RECOMMENDATION(S) FROM PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE MEETING (28 June): 

9.1 Electric Vehicle Charging Scheme (EVC): to receive the recommendation to submit an 

application for the KCC VE Charging Scheme 

https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/mc-events/planning-transportation-committee-64/?mc_id=591
https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/mc-events/planning-committee-21/?mc_id=594
https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/mc-events/planning-committee-22/?mc_id=597
https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/mc-events/planning-transportation-committee-65/?mc_id=599
https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/mc-events/open-spaces-committee-24/?mc_id=598
https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/mc-events/finance-governance-committee-4/?mc_id=595
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Cllr Aldridge provided a summary on the KCC Electric Vehicle Charge (EVC) scheme 

which aims to use parish and town councils land to install the EVCs. KCC would manage 

and install the EVCs and bear most of the cost, and any losses. However, they had asked if 

councils could help with a contribution towards the scheme. (Further details had been 

provided in the meeting papers.)  

Members unanimously, 

Resolved: to support the KCC EVC scheme and submit an application for its three car parks to be 

considered: Market Yard Car Park, the Recreation Ground car park by the sports pavilion, 

and Mowshurst car park.   

9.2 To submit a CIL bid to the CIL Board for a contribution towards the EVC Scheme 

Cllr Aldridge advised that an average contribution from councils had been between £500 

and £2,000.  Member unanimously, 

Resolved: to make a bid for a funding contribution for the KCC EVC scheme through Community 

Infrastructure Levy (CIL). 

 

10. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR REPORT AND NOT ELSEWHERE ON 

THE AGENDA 

10.1 To receive an update on the Food Bank 

Cllr Todd provided an update on funds available to the Food Bank, and that they were in the 

process of making several applications with the view to cover the costs of the new food store 

for none-perishable foods. He added that it was currently supporting up to 12 

people/families, and it also provided sign posting for other agencies and help. Members 

discussed at length the new proposed shed which was currently awaiting a planning decision 

from SDC. At the time the Council had been asked to support the shed being on its land, it 

had not been made clear that electricity supply would also be needed. Members said that it 

would be helpful to have a clearer view of anticipated numbers that the food Bank expected 

to be helping in the future, and that the Food Bank and Trussell Trust should be able to 

provide statistics to support the need. It was also noted that the Trussell Trust accounts on 

the Charities Commission site were in the region of £11m.  

10.1.1. To consider and confirm an electricity supply from the Council office to be 

run to the Food Bank shed 

Members voted, and by a majority, 

Resolved: to allow an electricity supply with a metre fitted to be run from Doggetts Barn to the shed; 

pending planning permission for the shed.  

10.1.2. To consider funding an electric supply to the proposed shed stores and the 

expenditure of up to £1,550 

Members voted, and by majority, 

Resolved: not to provide funding for the shed stores. 

 It was suggested the Food Bank may like to consider submitting a grant 

application through the Council’s annual grants scheme.  

10.1.3. To consider providing a meterage allowance per year for the Food Bank 

Members discussed. It was acknowledged that the usage was potentially going to 

be low but agreed without further information on the anticipated usage they could 

not consider this properly. Members voted, and by a majority, 

Resolved: not to provide an electricity usage allowance for the use of the Food Bank’s shed; and 

that usage would be invoiced to the Food Bank. 

Further information would be needed before this decision could be reconsidered. 

10.1.4. To approve the expenditure of up to £750 for a legal fee to prepare an 

Agreement 

Members acknowledged the importance of a formal Agreement for the shed 

stores and electricity supply but did not feel that the Town Council should fund 

this.  



Edenbridge Town Council/July 2021 Page 4 

 

-9563- 

 

Members voted, and by majority, 

Resolved: not to fund legal fees for an Agreement. 

  

It was suggested a detailed letter prepared or for the Food Bank to cover any legal costs. 

10.2 To note the Children’s Market booking 18 September (and potential date in October) 

and to consider the frequency for this event at Rickards Hall 

Members noted the Clerk’s report: The Children’s Market cancelled its July booking due to 

the extension of the lockdown restrictions but hoped to start in September, with a second 

Market date in October.    

It was envisaging to hold the markets monthly or bimonthly. Members discussed; it was 

noted that ideally the market should not jeopardise a paying booking. Members 

unanimously, 

Resolved:  to allow the children’s market to take place monthly for six months, and to review once the 

market had established. 

10.3 Lloyds Bank – to confirm the arrangements for Lloyds Bank mobile banking 

Members unanimously, 

Resolved:  to continue with the Lloyds Bank mobile banking arrangements, with six monthly 

agreements issued. 

10.4 WI Hall Management Committee – to appoint a second Council representative 

Members noted that the WI Hall Lease stipulated two Council representatives on the 

Management Committee.  Members, 

Resolved: Cllrs Baker and Read as the two appointed representatives.  

10.5 To note, following the recent tender award for the Thursday Charter Market, the 

Chamber of Commerce has since withdrawn its tender 

Noted. 

10.5.1. To ratify the additional legal fees for the Market Licence Agreement, total 

expenditure £1,430 

Members unanimously, 

Ratified: the additional legal expenses of £680 for the Market Licence Agreement; total expenditure 

£1,430.  

10.6 To confirm the management and promotion arrangements for the Thursday Market 

Cllr Todd referred to the Town Clerk’s report and said that the Council’s staff were 

overseeing the arrangements for the market. It was noted that there were currently six 

regular stalls. Members unanimously, 

Resolved: the Council staff continued to oversee the running of the Thursday Market arrangements. 

10.7 To receive an update on the new Medical Centre 

Members noted the build project went out to tender 09 May 2021, open for 30 days; and it 

was hoped that a tender would be awarded in due course. The consultation to name the new 

combined Medical Facility on Four Elms Road had short listed three names for public 

consultation which closed on 25 June.   

10.8 To note the Family Summer Fun Days for 2021 

Members noted the dates for the family fun days had been confirmed. There were four 

Thursday afternoon sessions on July 29, and August 5, 12 and 19. The first date was being 

funded by SDC as part of its district-wide summer programme – the other three sessions 

were funded by the Town Council. 

10.9 To ratify the annual grants to: 

Members noted the service level agreement reports had been received for both the Eden 

Valley Museum and House, and that the expenditure was annual budgeted expenditure. 

10.9.1 Eden Valley Museum £6,000 

Members unanimously, 

Ratified: the annual grant of £6,000 to the Eden Valley Museum.   

10.9.2 HOUSE £7,500 

Members unanimously, 
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Ratified: the annual grant of £7,500 to HOUSE for its youth services it provides for the children of 

Edenbridge. 

 

11. OTHER BUSINESS including items referred from Committees for decision 

11.1 To note, AGE UK Edenbridge Day Centre closure (as of 30 June) 

Noted. 

11.2 To consider an Employee Assistance Programme (councillors also eligible) and the 

annual expenditure of £600 (for a 3-year agreement) 

Members received the information in the Town Clerk’s report: Employee Assistance 

Programme (EAP) form’s part for the employer’s duty of care towards its employees and 

helps to demonstrate that an employer has done all it can to help and support its employees, 

especially with mental health. 

Health Assured are the largest provider of employee assistance programmes supporting over 

70,000 businesses and 13 million employees across the UK and Ireland. It provides a whole 

range of mental health and wellbeing support services to businesses. The Clerk added this 

would provide an employee benefit, which in past is sure a number of staff could have used 

and was would be of value in the future. 

Members unanimously, 

Resolved: to support the Employee Assistance Programme with Health Assured on a 3-year agreement 

and the annual expenditure of £600. 

11.3 To receive a Health and Safety half-yearly update 

The report in Town Clerk’s report was noted and that there were no outstanding issues. 

11.4 To approve the annual expenditure of £207 for EDGE electronic Asset Register; and 

training cost of £74 

Members unanimously, 

Resolved: the annual expenditure of £207 for EDGE electronic Asset Register; and training cost of 

£74. 

11.5 To resolve delegated powers to Planning and Transportation Committee for July and 

August 

Members unanimously, 

Resolved:  delegated powers to Planning and Transportation Committee for July and August, and as per 

the Terms of Reference. 

 

12. CONSULTATIONS  

12.1 Southeast Water – consultation for draft Dry Weather Plan  - closing date 2 August 

2021 

Noted. Members could respond individually. 

12.2 Boundary Commission for England – proposal for South East – consultation closes 02 

August 2021 

Noted. Members could respond individually. 

 

13. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS WHO HAVE ATTENDED MEETINGS 

OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
None. 

 

14. TO CONSIDER ANY PRESS RELEASES 
None. 

 

15. MATTERS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 

None. 

 

 

 

https://corporate.southeastwater.co.uk/dry21?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Dry%20weather%20consultation
https://www.bcereviews.org.uk/node/6488?fbclid=IwAR0jJVzzGyrT8KGU75Ovh1WjoCf8VGGVEWlMJVLY755h0Rp6OuSttOZSfho
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In view of the confidential nature of the following items to be discussed the Chairman will move that the 

press and public be excluded from the Chamber.  Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 and the 

Local Government Act 1972 s100 and 102. 

 

There were no members of the public in attendance. 

 

16. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON LEGAL MATTERS 

This was deferred to the next meeting. 

 

17. THE PARISH NURSE RETIREMENT 

Members recognised the commitment and hard work of the Parish Nurse over many years to 

residents in Edenbridge. Several options to recognise her dedication and retirement were discussed, 

with one proposal considered. It was agreed to bring this back to the next full Council meeting, 

before any formal announcement could be made. 

 

18. DATE OF NEXT MEETING –19 July tbc; 13 September. patient 

 

 

Meeting closed 20.18 


