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Minutes of the Meeting of the OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE held in Rickards Hall at 8.01pm on 

Monday 26 July 2021 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Present:  Cllrs A Baker (chairman), S McGregor (vice-chairman), J Aldridge, V Jennings, A    

              Layland, N Lloyd, A Read. 

              Cllr A Damodaran was absent.  

              

In attendance:  Cllrs S Sumner and M McArthur (non-committee members) 

                        Town Clerk  

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 Cllrs S Taylor and B Todd 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST, OR PREDETERMINATIONS 

            None. 
 
The Chairman adjourned the meeting 
 
3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

None. 
   
The meeting was re-convened.  
 
4.         TO RECEIVE AND SIGN MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 14 June  
            2021 
 

Resolved: that the minutes (9551-9555) be signed by the committee chairman as a true and 

accurate record of the meeting. 

 
5. TO RECEIVE ANALYSIS OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE’S RECEIPTS AND 

PAYMENTS TO 30 JUNE 2021 
Members noted the report, for the first quarter of the financial year. 

      

6. TO RATIFY OPERATIONAL DECISIONS FOR OPEN SPACES ACTIVITY 
Members noted the proposal to use the tree trunk being removed from Stangrove Park to block 
the unofficial western “exit” at the Recreation Ground being used by unauthorised motorbikes 
riding across to access fields beyond.  The committee chairman had approved up to £100 max 
(if necessary) to move this deterrent into place. 
 
In line with the decision at June committee meeting, the committee chairman and deputy clerk 
had accepted additional cost of £425 for a local company to excavate the site of the water leak 

in the Cemetery (see item 9.1 below).   
 
Over the weekend 17/18 July the Caddy van roof rack was stolen.  The Clerk authorised a 
replacement at £470 plus VAT, which the groundstaff would fit.  Also some plants were 
removed (carefully) from the large square planter at the South End roundabout.  Both thefts had 
been reported to the police. 

 
Resolved: to endorse the above operational decisions. 

 

7. CORRESPONDENCE 

 7.1 Sevenoaks District Council (SDC) re: Welcome Back Funding 

 Members considered information provided by SDC regarding the Welcome Back Fund (money 
from the E.U.) intended to help towns and parishes with recovery from Covid-19.   

 

 Initial suggestions included: 

 Increased variety of visitor signage in and around the town, to promote tourism and the 

local High Street and retail area, also the Museum and wealth of history, and parks and 

playgrounds. 

 Improvement of green spaces and provision of outdoor seating areas 
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 Boosting the local economy with activities to use local supplies and services, and a 

programme of seasonal pop-up markets 

Some members had attended a Zoom meeting to receive further information about the purpose 

and administration of the funds at District level.  It was unlikely that the fund allocation for each 

town or parish would be more than around £2,000.  It was 

 

Resolved: to support the broad range of proposals originally submitted, and that officers in 

consultation with the Chairman and Vice-chairman of Council and Open Spaces should 

continue to liaise with SDC.  
 
8. HEAD GROUNDSMAN’S REPORT 

8.1 Routine and seasonal work 

Members noted the team’s routine and seasonal work during June-July.  

       

8.2 Groundstaff activity 

Members noted that the in-house summer visual tree survey was under way, as was the summer 

check of memorials in the Churchyard and Cemetery – reports to be presented at next meeting, 

but any issues would be actioned as necessary. 

 

The pitch renovation programme was under way at the Rec, with all the goals down and goal 

mouths re-seeded. They were progressing well for the start of the coming season.  The annual 

weed-control at Blossoms Park, the Rec, and Mowshurst, had been completed and went 

smoothly again. 

 

The team had installed a new bin to replace the one which had been damaged outside the 

playground in Stangrove Park. The equipment due for replacement on the Asset Register had 

been collected, and all was working well.  

 

Resolved:  to record the committee’s appreciation of the groundstaff’s excellent work, especially  

in catching up after the period of  team isolation. 

 

9. OPEN SPACES BUSINESS FOR DECISION 

9.1 To receive the Burial Report, and consider water supply to the Cemetery 
The burial report was noted as follows, updating the record of Cemetery activity:   
June  2021                               

Three burials                       
One Grant of Right                                                              
 

Water supply issues 
Members noted the leak in the water pipes network, running from Church Street to standpipes in 
Cemetery 3 had been traced to an area by the southern boundary wall behind the standpipe 
adjacent to the skip. It cost £493 plus VAT for four hours to investigate with specialist 
technology and then some initial hand digging, up to 5pm on the day of attendance.  The report 
advised the leak might be actually under the wall, and confirmed the old pipe work to be lead. 
 
In line with the decision at last meeting, a local contractor had been engaged (see item 6 above) 

to bring in a small digger which could operate alongside a wall and excavate holes either side of 
it to pinpoint the exact point of leak and for repair.  This added £425 to the expenditure, and was 
scheduled for Thursday 29

th
 July. Contact with a further company regarding possible costs for 

fixing the leak indicated that this could be in the region of £300, depending on what situation is 
revealed by the excavation.  With £82 remaining of the original expenditure authorised, it was  
 

Resolved: to authorise the committee chairman with the Town Clerk/Deputy to approve up to a 
further £500 to progress the repair.    

 

9.2 To receive update on works scheduled for 2020/21 in the 10 year Open Spaces 

maintenance plan   
Works outstanding from last year, for a variety of reasons, were noted as follows: 
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 Cemetery walls mortar joints and coping stone repairs 

The contractor had started work w/c 7
th
 June and it was on-going. 

 

Swan Lane allotments: replace rear boundary fence 
Work on this project had been completed, and plot holders had messaged their gratitude to the 
committee for agreeing to the request for fencing which would hopefully deter deer incursions.   
                       

Mowshurst car park resurfacing  
This project could now proceed as SDC had removed the recycling pods from the car park. 
Members were disappointed that it was not possible to relocate them onto exiting sites in town, 
but those sites were being monitored most days by SDC staff to check capacity and more 
frequent collection requirements.  The contractor due to carry out the car park resurfacing had 
been advised that the work could now be scheduled.  A date was awaited.  It was 
 

Resolved: to repeat publicity regarding the available recycling points, and to write to Kent 
Highways and question why the layby off Four Elms Road adjacent to Skinners Lane 
was considered an unsuitable location for recycling, when it was nearer to the main 
town and separate from the main roadway. 

 

Tree survey follow up works  

Phase two of removal of a large horse chestnut tree in Stangrove Park beside the path passing 

the pond was still awaited, but ground conditions could now permit large machinery access.  

The remaining tree trunk will be re-purposed (see item 6 above).                      
 

9.3 To consider works scheduled for 2021/22 in the 10 year and 30 Year Open Spaces 

maintenance plans  
Members noted that the periodic external inspection of Council’s trees every two years was 

under way.  The annual service of the Jubilee Clock in the High Street had taken place. 

The annual weed-control at Blossoms Park, the Rec, and Mowshurst, had been carried out. 

  

In line with the decision to establish a wildflower meadow in the open field at Mowshurst 

bordering Four Elms Road, a site visit had been made with SDC’s Clean and Green team 

manager, and their contractor who will be mowing Town Field in August, with a view to 

receiving a costing to cut the Mowshurst meadow area annually one-third/two thirds in rotation.  

 

The streetlights replacement rolling programme under the 30 year plan continued, with the 

works approved for 14 columns under way. 

      

9.4 To consider projects awarded CIL funding 

9.4.1 Recreation Ground playground refurbishment 

Extensive consultation had been carried out with young people locally, including 

groups such as the scouts, to assess their preferences and reactions to the types of 

product available. A specification had been drafted based on the outcome, and this 

would be circulated to members prior to the tender document being published on the 

ContractFinder website.  

  9.4.2 Addition to skate ramps facility, Blossoms Park 
The constructor had been advised that the members at last meeting approved the 
amendments to the grind box (on which work can proceed separately), as well as the 
overall design for the addition to the skate ramps facility. The design was being taken to 
Blossoms Park to consult users on the project. 
 
9.4.3 Stangrove Park playground fencing 
The contractor had advised that the work had been completed, and a picture had been 
posted on social media to publicise the project 

 
9.4.4 Bus shelter, Swan Lane 
Members were disappointed with the response eventually received from Kent Highways 
that afternoon, and circulated prior to the meeting. With a full explanation, it advised 
that the project failed the legal requirements of the Equalities Act 2010 for disabled 
access, for a bus stop “upgrade” as proposed.  Issues included the lack of depth for the 
shelter and hard standing on the KCC Highways verge, and lack of a suitable paved  
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crossing area including dropped kerb on both sides of the road. Works to achieve the 
latter, sufficiently distanced from Swan Ridge junction, were considered likely cost 
prohibitive. It was 
 

Resolved: to investigate the ownership of land to the rear of the existing bus stop, in order to 
request the owner’s help to progress the project. 
                                                        

9.5 To arrange the next Quarterly Monitoring visits and update the Action Plan 

Few members had confirmed their availability for proposed sites visit on 29
th
 July. It was 

 

Resolved: to postpone the visit and arrange a future date in September. 

9.6 To note Open Spaces risk assessment annual review 
Members noted the overall Risk Assessment for Open Spaces had been reviewed, and the 
Outdoor Gym and Games Area added to the playgrounds facilities section to be covered by 
those control measures. The Covid-19 measures added last year remained in place and currently 
unchanged. 

 

9.7 To receive an update on projects for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022 

Members noted EdenARA’s request for a rose garden had been withdrawn, after their 
committee considered their original idea was “rather ambitious”.  It had now been suggested 
they would like to donate a bench to the park, and had been provided with the costs, and 
possible locations to consider.  
 
Investigation continued into the possible costs for the Rose Walk project, which members 
supported in principle at the last meeting.  

 

10. NEWS RELEASE 

Members considered whether any items from this meeting should be the subject of a News 

Release, and  

 

Resolved: to publicise that the Outdoor Gym and Games Area project in Stangrove Park had been 

shortlisted as a finalist in the National GO Awards under the Best Procurement 

Delivery-Local Government category; also to re-publicise the recycling facilities 

available in the town. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Meeting closed at 8.21pm 


