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MINUTES of the Council Meeting of EDENBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL, held in Rickards Hall 

on Monday 13 September 2021, at 7.30 pm.                                        
__________________________________________________________________________________

Present:  Cllrs J Aldridge, A Baker (Vice-Chair), S Compton, A Layland, N Lloyd, M 

McArthur, S McGregor, A Read, S Sumner, and B Todd (Chairman) 

 

In attendance:  Town Clerk; one member of the public and no members of the press.  

 

 

A minute’s silence was observed in memory of the late Cllr John Scholey. 

 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received, noted and accepted from Cllr Jennings.   

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION  

Cllr Lloyd declared a personal interest in agenda item 10.2. 

 

19:34 Meeting was adjourned for agenda item 3. 

 

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS  
None.  

 

19.34 Meeting was reconvened. 

 

4. TO RECEIVE, ADOPT AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL 

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 26 July (9568-9570) 

Resolved:  that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 26 July 2021 be duly signed by the 

Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting; pages 9568-9570. 

 

5. TO RECEIVE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

5.1 County Councillors 

Cllr McArthur updated Members on the asylum issues for Kent, and said that the 

number of children had reduced sufficiently and that Kent County Council (KCC) 

could now look to welcoming more. KCC were carrying out a public consultation on 

its waste centres booking system. It was also preparing its response to the Gatwick 

second runway public consultation, mindful of the impact that Gatwick has on the 

economy and jobs which if opposed, could see the loss of jobs up to 32,000.  

She reminded Members that County Councillors’ have a grants allowance and she 

would welcome applications from local groups and local projects.  

5.2 District Councillors 

Cllr Layland reported that the planning application (20/02988/OUT) for outline 

planning for 340 dwellings, including affordable housing, and land for a 4FE 

secondary school was being considered by Sevenoaks District Council (SDC) 

Planning Control Committee on 30 September 2021. 

 

6. TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING REPORTS/MINUTES OF MEETINGS 

6.1 Planning and Transportation Committee –26 July (9571-9572); Planning 

Committee – 16 August (9577-9582); Planning Committee and Transportation  – 

6 September (9583-9585) 

Resolved:  the minutes of the meetings and numbered - 26 July (9571-9572); 16 August (9577-

9582); 6 September (9583-9585) to be adopted. 

6.2 Open Spaces Committee – 26 July (9573-9576) 

Resolved:  the minutes of the meeting and numbered – 26 July (9573-9576) to be adopted. 

https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/mc-events/extra-ordinary-council-meeting-3/?mc_id=632
https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/mc-events/planning-committee-28/?mc_id=602
https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/mc-events/planning-committee-23/?mc_id=603
https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/mc-events/planning-committee-24/?mc_id=605
https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/mc-events/open-spaces-committee-25/?mc_id=636


Edenbridge Town Council/September 2021 Page | 2 

-9587- 

 

6.3 Finance and Governance Committee – 26 July (9568-9570) 

Resolved:  the minutes of the meeting and numbered – 26 July (9568-9570) to be adopted. 

 

7. COVID-19 (Coronavirus): update 

Cllr Todd referred to the Town Clerk’s report. In July there had been some staff cases of 

Covid-19 resulting in staff isolation which had impacted the staff availability. Although the 

Government had lifted Covid-19 restrictions, with rising cases and the duty of care to staff 

and councillors, some safety measures remain in place - all staff continued to take regular 

rapid lateral flow tests and visitors were still not allowed in to the office, but are being served 

at the door. The office was maintaining some home-working.   

 

8. TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND ANY RECOMMENDATIONS FROM WORKING 

GROUPS; DELEGATED REPORTS; CLERK’S AND OFFICERS’ REPORTS: 

8.1 Clerk’s Report 

Received. 

8.1.1 To note: Ellis Whittam Health and Safety/Risk Assessment annual review 

visit 

Noted. 

 

9. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR REPORT AND NOT 

ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA 

9.1 To receive the recommendation from the Planning Committee (with delegated 

authority for August) for the nomination of a Civic Medallion; and to ratify the 

award to Cllr John Scholey which was unanimously voted 

Cllr Todd read out the letter of thanks from John Scholey to Councillors, which he 

had dictated upon receiving the news of the Civic Medallion award.  He said: I am 

honoured beyond belief to accept this award of the Civic Medallion. I have tried to 

serve this community to the best of my ability during my 20 years as a councillor, but 

I never expected this honour. He went on to request that the award be presented to his 

wife on his behalf and recognising the work she has done in the background to 

support him and the wider community. Members’ unanimously, 

Ratified: the Civic Medallion award to the late John Scholey. 

9.2 To receive an update on the Food Bank 

9.2.1. To note: Planning Permission Granted for the Food Bank shed for non-

perishable foods to be sited at the area rear of Doggetts Barn 

(21/01797/FUL) 

Noted. 

9.3 To ratify the annual grants to: 

9.3.1 Eden Valley Museum £6,500 (resolution July £6k, to ratify the further £500) 

Cllr Layland declared a personal interest as a trustee of the Eden Valley Museum 

(EVM). Members unanimously, 

Ratified: the further £500 making the annual grant total £6,500, as budgeted. 

9.4 Edenbridge Community Christmas Association (ECCA)  

9.4.1 To approve use of the Council’s TN8 events licence for  the annual 

Christmas Lights event in the high street on Saturday 27 November 

Members unanimously, 

Resolved: to grant the Edenbridge Community Christmas Association (ECCA) use of the 

Council’s Premises events TN8 Licence for its Christmas event on Saturday 27 

November 2021. 

9.4.2 To consider a grant for the Edenbridge Community Christmas Association 

(ECCA) for its main event  

Members asked that the ECCA complete an annual grant application form and 

would consider this at its next meeting. 

https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/mc-events/finance-committee-153/?mc_id=634
https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QUC9LNBKFW400
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9.4.3 To receive a request for providing storage for the ECCA equipment 

Members sympathised with the issue of storage that the ECCA had, but noted that 

the Town Council did not have any suitable storage facilities available that it 

could offer. 

9.5 To consider joining the Rural/Market Towns Group and the annual 

membership expenditure of £130 (following a free trial which expires end of 

September) 

Members,  

Resolved: not to take-up the Rural/Market Towns Group membership; but that this could be 

reconsidered at a future date if the need arises. 

9.6 To receive an update on the Thursday Market  

Cllr Todd referred to the Town Clerk’s report and noted: the Market currently had six 

regular traders including a cheese stall, and bread and cakes, which joined in June.  A 

proposal for the market would be presented to the next Forward Planning Steering 

Group to consider. 

9.7 To note: The Children’s first market will take place on Saturday 18 September 

Members noted that the date for the first Children’s market had changed to 9 October, 

with a second event moved to 20 November 2021. 

 

10. OTHER BUSINESS including items referred from Committees for decision 

10.1 Covid-19 compliance activities and awareness funding (via SDC): To note a 

grant has been awarded of £4,328; and to ratify the expenditure of up to £4,328 

on Covid-19 guidance measures, signage and communication measures to aid 

public awareness (as outlined in application for funding) 

Members were reminded that The Welcome Fund was funding three picnic benches, 

which would be two sited at Stangrove Park and one for Blossoms Park.   

In addition, a grant had been awarded via SDC for Covid-19 recovery and 

compliance of £4,328, following a proposal to improve and replace the Covid-19 

signage, and other hygiene signs at the 15 locations which the Council manages.  

High street Covid-19 signage would be replaced with signage along the lines of 

‘Welcome Back. Respect Covid-19 Guidelines’. Other communications for the 

Covid-19 compliance would also be considered. Members unanimously, 

Ratified:  the expenditure of up to £4,328 on Covid-19 guidance measures, signage and 

communication measures to aid public awareness. 

 

19.28 Cllr Lloyd left the meeting. 

 

10.2 WI Hall Management Committee 

10.2.1 To note: outstanding invoice MIS/7502020/21 for £982.46 + VAT 

Noted. 

10.2.2 To receive correspondence from WI Hall Management Committee  

Members voted by a majority and, 

Resolved: to raise a credit note, and for this matter to be closed. 

 

19.38 Cllr Lloyd re-joined the meeting. 

 

10.3 To consider the expenditure of up to £706.50 for an iPad for the Head 

Groundsman to digitalise the Risk Assessments and Health and Safety reporting 

and utilise the new portal 

Members unanimously, 

Resolved: the expenditure of up to £706.50 for an iPad for the Head Groundsman, plus the cost 

of a suitable protective case. 

10.4 Rickards Hall – to consider the expenditure for replacement curtains 
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Members unanimously supported the need for new curtains/blinds for Rickards Hall 

and, 

Resolved: the expenditure of £1,000 to £3,000 for new curtains or blinds. 

Cllr Baker and the Debbie (Planning and Administration Officer) were nominated to 

source a suitable solution. 

10.5 Rickards Hall - to review the cleaning arrangements and to consider reinstating 

some contract cleaning  

Cllr Todd referred to the Clerk’s report and noted: Prior to the pandemic Rickards 

Hall had been cleaned by a contractor cleaner on a 6-days weekly basis; annual costs 

had been more than £9k. With the loss the 5-day weekly preschool, followed by the 

lockdown, the cleaning requirements had changed and moved to be included in the 

job description of the public toilet cleaner.  However, as bookings have now 

increased, so have the cleaning requirements. Members considered and viewed the 

running costs and income of the Hall. Members agreed the arrangements should be 

kept under review, and unanimously, 

Resolved: to maintain the existing cleaning arrangements and the reintroduction of the contract 

cleaning services for Rickards Hall, starting with a monthly clean and introducing a 

weekly clean subject to the booking activities; and the annual expenditure of £2,100.  

(1 x monthly clean; 1 x weekly clean, and twice-yearly floor buffer.) It was noted that 

the budget for 2022/23 should allow for inflationary increase.  

10.6 Churchyard wall – to receive an update 

In the Clerk’s report, a summary of the current position was outlined: the repointing 

and rebuild of part of the Churchyard wall at Market Yard Car had been delayed due 

to the pandemic. The faculty from the Diocese was out of time as of August this year; 

however, they were aware of the current situation. The Party Wall Notice to Church 

Cottage would also need to be issued prior to the works (expenditure £2k approved 

January 2020). The planning permission was confirmed in 2019. Quotes would need 

to be revisited and re-presented to Council next year. This work is weather sensitive, 

and it would be hoped to aim for the work to be carried out in summer 2022. 

Members discussed the level of risk, and agreed that the work should be done when 

it was viable. 

It was noted that previous signage, to keep off the wall, had been removed and 

requested for these to be reinstated. 

10.7 SDC annual Liaison Meeting – Monday 12 October – to put forward any agenda 

items 

Members asked for the following agenda items to be included:  

- Estates projects for Edenbridge to include Stangrove Park and the Leisure 

Centre  

- Main Road/Marlpit Hill – to ask for SDC support (already on Joint 

Transportation Board) 

10.8 Remembrance Sunday 14 November  

The Town Clerk reported she and representatives from the Royal British Legion 

(RBL), the Town Band, Father Stephen, and Cllr Layland, had attended a Zoom 

meeting to discuss this year’s event. Unfortunately, the Town Band was unable to 

provide a band for the parade this year but can provide a bugle player. The RBL had 

said that they did not have a parade master either. For these reasons, the decision was 

taken not to go-ahead with the parade this year, but to hold a short service and the 

laying of the wreaths at the Memorial at 11 am; members of the public and 

organisations would be invited to attend (with parking in the town and make own way  

to the War Memorial Hospital).  Members were disappointed, but appreciated the 

reasons. 

 

 



Edenbridge Town Council/September 2021 Page | 5 

  -9590- 

 

Cllr Layland asked for volunteer marshals for the entrance area at the hospital.  The 

Chairman thanked Cllr Layland for his involvement with this event – Cllr Layland 

had agreed to take over organising the road closure and associated risk assessments 

for the Remembrance Service at the time when he was a member of the RBL, and 

before he had become a councillor.  

10.9 Queens Platinum Jubilee (2 -5 June 2022): What might the Council like to do to 

acknowledge this event and celebrations 

Members noted The Queen will be the first monarch in British history to celebrate a 

Platinum Jubilee and agreed this should be acknowledged in Edenbridge. The official 

plans on the Royal.uk site included Beacons to be lit across the UK and on the final 

day of the Jubilee weekend, Britons would be encouraged to have street parties ‘the 

Big Jubilee Lunch’ to celebrate the occasion. It was also noted SDC were working 

with the Woodland Trust, and it was hoped a suitable tree would be planted at the 

Town Field. Members asked Cllrs Baker, Layland, Read and Todd to work with the 

Planning and Administration Officer to consider a proposal for the Council to mark 

this event and to report back to the next meeting. 

10.10 Chairman’s Reception: To consider if to hold an event in December or summer 

2022 

Members agreed a Chairman’s Reception should take place summer 2022. 

10.11 To confirm the Council Office Christmas arrangements 

Members unanimously, 

Resolved: The office to close for the Christmas period from Friday 24 December to 3 January 

inclusive (statutory days 24 and 29 December, and the option for annual leave days 

on 30 and 31 December).  The Office would reopen Tuesday 4 January. 

The staff Christmas lunch date was yet to be confirmed, but the office would close for 

a half-day on that date. 

 

11. CONSULTATIONS  

11.1 To note: Edenbridge Housing Needs Survey – opens 6 September – closing date 

29 September (survey by post all households) 

11.2 KCC Booking to visit a Kent Household Waste Recycling Centre – closing date 

30 September 

11.3 KCC Community Mental Health and Wellbeing Services - closing date 3 

October 2021 

11.4 KCC Civil Society Strategy – closing date 3 October 2021 

11.5 KCC Budget Consultation 2022-23 – closing date 19 September 2021 

Consultations 11.1-11.5 were noted. 

 

12. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS WHO HAVE ATTENDED 

MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
None. 

 

13. TO CONSIDER ANY PRESS RELEASES 
Remembrance Service arrangements. 

 

14. MATTERS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 

None. 

 

In view of the confidential nature of agenda item 15 to be discussed, the Chairman proposed that the 

press and public be excluded from the Chamber.  Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 and 

the Local Government Act 1972 s100 and 102. 

Members unanimously, 

Resolved:  To excluded Members of the public for agenda item 15. 

https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/wasteconsultation
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/mentalhealthconsultation
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/civil-society-strategy
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/budget-consultation-2022-23
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21:25 Member of the public left the meeting. 

 

15. CHURCH COTTAGE – TEMPORARY ACCESS VIA MARKET YARD CAR PARK 

DISPUTE 

Members noted that the access gate at Church Cottage did not hold formal permission for access 

rights from the property into Market Yard car park, and that the temporary permission previously 

offered had now lapsed. The owner had been asked to remove the temporary gate and reinstate 

the fence. However, Members had become aware that the property was now up for sale.  

Members agreed that there was an obligation to inform the potential new buyer and, 

Resolved: a letter to be sent to the estate agent to formally request that they advise the 

purchaser’s solicitor of the gate in the fence of Church Cottage leading to Market Yard car park, and 

that the fence would need to be reinstated. 

 

16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 18 October 2021   

 

Meeting closed: 21:35 

 

Cllr Lloyd reported to Members that the Bonfire Society had reluctantly decided it was not viable 

to hold the event this year, and hoped to be able to resume for November 2022. 

 
 
 


