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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Council offices:      Doggetts Barn, 72A High Street, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 5AR 

Office hours:  Monday – Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm     Tel: (01732) 865368      Fax: (01732) 866749     

Email: townclerk@edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk Web: www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk 

To:  All Members of Edenbridge Town Council  

 

A meeting of the TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC RECREATION GROUND - BLOSSOMS PARK will 

be held at 7.30 pm on 29 November 2021 in Rickards Hall 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Members of the public are welcome to attend and observe the meeting. Anyone wanting to attend the 
meeting is asked to preferably confirm with the Town Clerk prior to the meeting in order to comply with 
Covid-19 safety. 
 
Town Clerk 
           24/11/2021 
  
 

To assist in the speedy and efficient dispatch of business members wishing to obtain factual information 
on items included on the Agenda are asked to enquire of the Town Clerk prior to the day of the meeting.  
 
Council Meetings may be recorded. Any person intending to make recordings is advised to notify the Town 
Clerk in advance so that appropriate arrangements can be made.   

   
 

AGENDA 

 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS OR PREDETERMINATION  
The disclosure must include the nature of the interest. If an interest becomes apparent to a member 
during the course of a meeting that has not been disclosed under this item, the member must 
immediately disclose it.   
 

3. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC RECREATION GROUND MEETING 
HELD ON 23 NOVEMBER 2020 
 

4. TO APPROVE THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE PUBLIC RECREATION GROUND – Blossoms Park 
 

5. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE ON THE COMPOSITION OF THE CHARITY FOLLOWING FULL 
COUNCIL MEETING JANUARY 2021  

mailto:townclerk@edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk
http://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/
https://www.edenbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/mc-events/grants-and-charities-accounts-annual-meeting/?mc_id=576


Meeting paper (both Charities meetings)– 29 November 2021  

The Public Recreation Ground – Blossoms Park charity accounts 

The Recreation Ground – Lingfield Road accounts 

 

Info: Each year, any charity has 10-months from its year-end when its year end (31 March) to submit 
its accounts to the Charities Commission (31 January). 
 
The Council is effectively the sole managing trustee for each charity, but has trustees listed – this is 
part of what has triggered a review.  The Charities have a legal entity to have its own set of accounts, 
but under £25k does not need to submit accounts, just an annual return. However, as the Council 
has its own accounts and manages this land as the sole trustees, it can submit a ‘nil’ return to the 
Charities Commission (CC). 
 
Previously the Council used to extract from the account records and complete a detailed return to 
the CC. This met archaic rules but duplicates the accounting, and is no longer considered necessary. 
 
4. TO APPROVE THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE PUBLIC RECREATION GROUND – BLOSSOMS PARK 

2020/21 
TO APPROVE THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE RECREATION GROUND – LINGFIELD ROAD 2020/21 
Last year there were questions raised on the accounting procedures for these charities 
accounts.  Effectively, there was double entry in that the rent charges and running costs 
were going through the Council accounts as the land is a Council asset. Following advice 
from a sector recognised accountant, and some legal advice it is understood that ‘nil’ entry is 
all that’s required.  The Charities bank accounts have no entries.    
 
A copy of the accounts and bank statements are attached to approve.  Once the Council has 
confirm the accounts, they will be independently  audited. 
 

Do Members confirm the annual accounts for Public Recreation Ground – Blossoms Park 2020/21? 
 
Do Members confirm the annual accounts for Recreation Ground – Lingfield Road 2020/21? 
 
5. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE COMPOSITION OF THE CHARITY FOLLOWING FULL 

COUNCIL MEETING JANUARY 2021  
Following Finance Meeting December 2020, and the full Council meeting January 2021, 
where of concerns about the accounting for the two recreation ground charities and how 
they are operated were raised, further advice has now been taken. (A detailed paper was 
presented to those meetings.) The full Council January meeting resolved £4k for legal fees to 
look at the governing documents for both charities’ accounts (Recreation Ground Lingfield 
Road; and Blossoms Park) and prepare a memorandum deed of transfer of each charity. 
 
The solicitor has checked the Land Registry for both areas, freehold and leasehold titles for 
Blossoms and one freehold title for the Rec. It was noted/confirmed that the Town Council is 
the registered proprietor of both the freeholds.  
 
Questions raised:   

 why the Charity Commission states that the trustees of both charities are named 
individuals rather than the Council as a body corporate – maybe there are documents 



not seen. It could be that the Council holds the land as bare or custodian trustee for the 
persons named as trustees at the Commission. (There was a Ministry of Education 
Order in 1950 that appointed the Council as sole trustee of the Rec). 

 The accountants suggest that the council as charity trustee of the charities (or, if I am 
wrong, the persons listed at the Commission as the trustees), could enter into a deed to 
transfer all their responsibilities to the Council. I believe that is beyond the powers of 
trustees. I think that the only way that could properly be achieved would be for the 
charities to be closed down - that would normally mean transferring their assets to 
another charity (or selling the assets and closing down the charities). This Charity 
Commission guidance is very helpful: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-close-a-
charity 

  
Of course, it is open to the charities to enter into contracts with third parties such as the 
Council to carry out services for them – though that is not delegation and the charity 
trustee/s retain ultimate responsibility. 

  
Cllr Lloyd, the RFO and I have looked through the land registry and deed documents. The proposal is 
to look further at closing the two charities for the Recreation Ground and Blossoms Park.  I have 
spoken to the Charities Commission. It is advised to put questions to them, and they will appoint a 
case officer – this is the next step. 
 
The land registry shows the Town Council as the freeholder. There is nothing that says the land has 
to be held in charity/trust.  Essentially, the Council already manages the land for the community, and 
has just been producing double entry charity accounts which are effectively a nil return each year.  
 
I am also going to take further legal advice on this (of the £4k approved, £768 has been spent to 
date). An update will be presented to full council in due course to consider the best route.  
 
To note: the best and correct way to manage the two charities accounts is still under investigation 
with advice being sought from the Charities Commission and solicitor.  An update will be 
presented to full Council in due course. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-close-a-charity
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-close-a-charity


 
 
 

Public Recreation Ground - Blossoms Park Accounts - Charity 
Commission Land 

Registered Number 302732 
1st April 2020 to 31st March 2021 

 
 
Balance in Hand 31st March 2020     0.00  
 
Receipts 
 
  0.00  
      
     
Total Receipts   0.00  
                                  
     
 
Payments           
 
          0.00 
 
              
Total Payments             0.00 
 
 
 
Balance in Hand 31st March 2021                            0.00 
 
 
Funds held at  
National Westminster Bank 
ETC Trustees of the Public Recreation Ground   0.00 
 
Annual Report  
 
The Public Recreation Ground (Blossoms Park) freehold is owned by the Town Council but with a 
charity account and conveyance assigns that the Parish Council to maintain fencing.  The 
management of the total public recreation ground is overseen by the Council’s Open Spaces 

Committee, and all costs and income is accounted for as part of the Town Council’s accounts, and 

included in its Annual Return.   
 
Signed …………………………..  ……………………………….. 
 
Chairman      Responsible Finance Officer 
 
Date ………………………………  ………………………………… 
 
 



A NatWest Current Account

CM O

Branch details
Oxted (A) Branch
12 Station Road East
Limpsfield
Oxted
Surrey
RH8 OPR

/ 5
( Summary Sh Mar 2020 to 5 Jun 2020 \

eet 36_______________ )

Previous balance 7,683.46

Withdrawn 7,683.46

                              

Paid in 0.00

New balance 0.00
Your deposit is not eligible for protection under the
Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS). An FSCS Information
Sheet and list of exclusions will be provided to you on an annual
basis. For further information about the compensation provided by
the FSCS, refer to the FSCS website at www.FSCS.org.uk

THE FINANCE OFFICER
EDENBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL
DOGGETTS BARN
HIGH STREET
EDENBRIDGE, KENT
TN8 5AR

FROM 19 APRIL 2020, VIEW YOUR CURRENCY CONVERSION CHARGES USING
THE DAILY ECB RATE AT WWW.BUSINESS.NATWEST.COM/USINGMYCARDABROAD

For Bank use

If you have changed your address or telephone number,
please let us know
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Branch sort code         
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GROUND
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