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EDENBRIDGE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING – 31ST MARCH 2025 

Summary of Questions & Answers Session 

The Public Questions section began at approximately 20:51; below is a summary of the 
key questions raised by residents and the responses provided by councillors and guest 
speakers. 

 
 

1. Local Plan Consultation 

Resident: Mentioned having commented on the Regulation 18 consultation last time, it 
was very helpful going to the Town Council sessions on it. But, is there going to be some 
sort of presentation to explain the draft Plan to people because it's quite challenging if 
you're not a specialist in planning, and how long will the consultation be open for?  

Response: Cllr. Roddy Hogarth confirmed two consultation phases—Regulation 18 (3) 
and 19. Details would be shared via the InSHAPE magazine and the District Council 
website which would outline opportunities to view the documents as well as dates and 
times for consultation sessions which will move in the sort of road show style around the 
major towns in the district. The Town Council also intended to host its own information 
drop-in sessions for residents. 

 

2. Potential for Grammar School Annex 

Resident: The land allocated for the school looks unlikely to get built unless Edenbridge 
is vastly over developed but it is such an unsustainable place, because we don't have 
the roads, the rail links, etc, to sustain that amount of new housing. They also suggested 
using the land allocated for a grammar school (annex to Sevenoaks School), citing 
grammar schools are in high demand. 

Response: Ian Watts, KCC Assistant Director of Education, reiterate that it isn't just 
about Edenbridge itself. The planning areas for secondary schools are quite large, the 
equivalent of, or sometimes larger than a district itself, because it's all based on travel to 
school zones, etc. We know that a good number of new houses, is going to start putting 
pressure on secondary places, and at some point that balance will get tipped, and the 
need to put provision somewhere in the district. He added that grammar school provision 
is strictly controlled by national policy and only non-selective schools can be created. 
Other uses, such as special education provision, could be considered if general 
secondary demand does not materialise. First and foremost, the lion share of students 
will be looking for some sort of secondary provision, but it's all dependent on the timing 
of when housing comes online. It isn't just about Edenbridge itself. Hope that's clear. 

 



Page 2 of 3 

 

3. Future of Edenbridge Leisure Centre 

Resident: Sought assurances regarding the long-term future and funding of Edenbridge 
Leisure Centre. 

Response: Cllr. Hogarth confirmed it is a key legacy project for the District Council. 
Options being explored include major renovations or full rebuild, though a full rebuild 
presents logistical challenges due to the site. The Leisure Centre was currently 
managed by Everyone Active under a renewed five-year contract. 

 

4. Concerns Over Four Elms Road Development 

Resident: Questioned what actions the Town Council and councillors are taking to 
oppose the proposed Four Elms Road development, highlighting flood risk and 
infrastructure concerns. 

Response: It was explained that the Town Council is  a statutory consultee. With all 
planning applications, there is always a presumption in favour of development, 
councillors have to consider applications with an open mind and consider the material 
planning considerations only and planning policy – it cannot oppose developments 
based on personal opinions. Having considered applications, Council makes its 
recommendations to the planning authority. The Council had already made their formal 
responses to both the approved application for 340 dwellings and new school, and the 
new current Four Elms Road applications expanding the site from 340 to 450 dwellings, 
reflecting resident concerns where appropriate. 

 

5. Cemetery Grounds Maintenance Praise 

Resident (former councillor): On behalf of a  former family who lived in this town some 
time ago had asked for the following to be noted and expressed it is this family's 
absolute pleasure and joy at the quality and care given by the ground staff to the 
cemetery.  

Response: The Chairman expressed gratitude for the feedback and commended the 
ground staff for their work. 

 

Closing Remarks 

Chairman Bob Todd thanked all participants for their questions and contributions. 
Attendees were invited to leave further questions in the question box for follow-up. The 
meeting concluded with thanks to speakers, councillors, staff, and volunteers. 

 



Page 3 of 3 

 

End of public Q&A Summary. 

6. Questions left in the Questions box. 

Question (1): Why isn’t there a police station in Edenbridge, and would one be  
built here in future? 
 
Response: From the Office of the Kent Police and Crime Commissioner: Kent 
Police does not currently have the funding to establish a police station in the town, and 
as it stands, the Force are currently having to make savings of £10 Million in the next 12 
months. 
 
Question (2): Can we please have an update on the failure to develop the old Italian 
restaurant? 
 
Response: This sits with the landowners. Complaints can be made to Sevenoaks 
District Council planning authority and be environmental via the SDC website. 
 
Question (3): Will the Council fund more self-defence classes? 
 
Response: The Council has investigated this on receipt of this question and presented 
to the Open Spaces Committee (April meeting). Funding has since been approved for 
more self-defence classes soon. Please check our website for dates and times. 
 
Question (4): Can we have a response from the Town Council to anti-social behaviour?  
 
Response: Antisocial behaviour should always be reported to the police by calling 101 
or via ‘My community Voice’. If it is causing danger to others, call 999. The Town Council 
employs the Community Warden who works with the police raising local issues. We also 
facilitate the PACT meetings (Partnership and Communities Together) organized by 
SDC and the police. 
 
Question (5): The 2040 Plan aims to site houses at Sevenoaks, Swanley and 
Edenbridge.  Why are there no Edenbridge Councillors on the Development on 
Conservation Advisory Committee? 
 
Response: Edenbridge Town Council is able to have some input on the 2040 plan, but 
this is created by Sevenoaks District Council, and they have a duty to provide a Plan that 
meets 95% of the housing quotas issued by Government. (As referred to in the 
presentations.) 

 

 

 


